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Suspected militants kill two in Egypt 

CAIRO (APj — Suspected militants killed two people 
Sunday in a drive-by shooting in sou them Egypt, 
police said. Gunmen in a light truck opened fire on a 
couple of pedestrians in the village ofTanta. Minya 
^province. 220 kilometres south of Cairo, police said. 
Two villagers were killed instantly. Local residents 
told the Associated Press that the victims were sus- 
pected of being police informers. The gunmen 
escaped. More than 1.100 people, mostly policemen 
and militants, have been killed since Islamists began 
an insurrection in 1992 to replace the secular govern- 
ment with strict Islamist rule. A leading insurgent, 
now on trial for subversion, called in July for a cease- 
fire. But the government dismissed the call as insin- 
cere and it did not appear to be widely supported by 
the militants still at large. 
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Israel extends detention of woman 
accused of spying for Iraq 


AKXO (AFP) — A magistrate’s court extended by 
one week on Monday the preventive detention of an 
Arab-Israeli woman accused of spying for Iraq, offi- 
cials said. Nadia Fawdeh. 45. was arrested August 22 
on suspicion of photographing "sensitive installa- 
tions" in Israel for Iraq's secret services during 1990 
and 1991. Married to an Egyptian doctor, Ms. Fawdeh 
denied the charges at Monday's hearing, but the court 
agreed to a police demand that her detention be 
extended pending further investigation. Her sister 
Faiza had previously been found guilty of espionage 
and served four years in prison, court officials said. 
No further details of Faiza’s case were available. 
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Ritz security chief was drunk 
driving at 196 kph — officials 

Britons flood royal palaces , Harrods 
with bouquets of flowers, messages 

Princess Diana will 
be buried Saturday 



Combined agency 
dispatches 

THE DRIVER killed along 
with Princes* Diana and 
Imad “Dudi” Faxed in a car 
crash in Pari* on Sunday 
hu-J more than three times 
the legal alcohol limit in his 
blood. Paris prosecutors 
said Monday 
Analysis of his blood 
indicated that he had 1.75 
pro mines of alcohol per 
litre of blood, compared 
with the legal limit of 0.5 
grammes per litre, the pros- 
ecutor's office said. 

A police official mean- 
while, speaking on condi- 
tion of anonymity, said that 
the car’s speedometer was 


frozen at 196 kilometres 
per hours and that accord- 
ing to witnesses the driver 
had been trying to skin 
around a slower-moving 
vehicle. 

The driver was killed 
instantly in the crash in the 
early hours of Sunday 
morning, along with Fayed. 
Diana died of her injuries 
several hours later. Diana's 
bodyguard is in hospital 
w ith serious injuries. 

The daily Le Monde 
reponed Monday that the 
driver was the head of secu- 
rity at the Ritz Hotel, where 
the couple had dined Satur- 
day evening, and 

(Continued on page 7) 


LONDON (AFP) — Queen 
Elizabeth n finally decided 
Monday to permit a certain 
degree of royal pomp and 
ceremony for the funeral of 
Princess Diana, which is to 
be a state event but not a 
full state funeral. 

Over 2,000 people will be 
invited to the 11 a.m. cere- 
mony in Westminster 
Abbey on Saturday, Buck- 
ingham Palace saic£ and the 
event will be televised live. 

Dozens of heads of state 
and government as well as 
monarchs are expected, 
although neither the palace 
nor Downing Street could 
yet say exactly who would 
be there. 

The funeral is expected to 
be one of the biggest in the 
world since the death of the 
Belgian King Baudoin in 
August 1993. or more 
recently the burial of 
French President Francois 
Mitterrand in January 1996. 

The Princess of Wales’ 
funeral will also be a public 
event involving the causes 
close to her bean including 
her crusade against land- 
mines and her charity work 
to reflect her image as the 
“People's Princess.” Down- 
ing Street said. 


The choice for the cere- 
mony of Westminster 
Abbey which has hosted 
royal coronations and mar- 
riages through the cen- 
turies, although few royal 
funerals was seen here as a 
sign that the royal family is 
keen to respond to die great 
waves of emotion. 

Diana’s death has sparked 
in Britain and across the 
world. ‘The Prime Minister 
[Tony Blair] thinks the out- 
pouring of grief has been a 
reflection of the depth and 
affection and appreciation 
that people felt for Princess 
Diana and that the funeral 
should reflect that,” said 
Dawning Street. 

However. Buckingham 
Palace did not want to 
strictly define the nature of 
the ceremony. It notably did 
not use the word “royal" to 
describe the event. Asked 
which category applied to 
the funeral of Diana, a 
palace spokeswoman said: 
The status is irrelevant. 
This is a unique funeral for 
a unique person.” 

The arrangements appear 
to be a compromise by 


(Continued on page 7) 


Tarawneh calls on Albright to 
bring ‘new initiative’ to region 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

Spei-L:! ft i ike Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Minister of 
State for Foreign Affairs 
Fajez Tarawneh urged U.S. 
Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright to bring 
to the region a new initia- 
tive in order to overcome the 
deadlock in peace talks 
between the Palestinians 
a::J Israelis. 

P:. Tarawneh. who was 
to members of the 
Jordan Businessmen Asso- 
ciation on Sundav evening, 
added that the initiative 
should not focus on the 
■\ccurisv needs" of Israel. 
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Dr. Tarawneh s.ud L .S. 
msrialive should be a "com- 
pji sC solution that 
uoi:!d Nil i sly the Palestini- 
an* a : il! Israelis alike. 

1 he minister emphasised 
th::.’ Jordan and Egypt, who 
repeatedly mediate »o over- 
come the logjam between 
lh.* Palestinians and Israelis, 
arc mo! qualified to launch 
suck initiative. 

■*!he visit ut Madeleine 
A! bright i* an indication ol 
American interests in the 
I peace : process We hope 
that U will look at tile Pole-- 
tinun track as a whole... and 
crystallise American ideas 
w till ihetr four components 
initiative which the 


UE 


two sides might accept." Dr. 
Tarawneh said. 

The L’.S. secretary' of state 
is expected in the region on 
SepL 10 where she will visit 
Israel, the Palestinian self- 
rule areas. Jordan. Syria. 
Egypt and Saudi Arabia. 

The visit of Ms. Albright 
follows a visit by the U.S. 
Middle East special envoy. 
Dennis Ross. in August 
where he managed to initi- 
ate a series of security 
meetings thar grouped 
Palestinian. Israeli and 
American security officials. 

Meanwhile. Dr. Tarawneh 
told the businessmen that 
Israel still hinders the flow 
of Jordanian goods into the 
Palestinian territories in a 
bid to continue its “monop- 
oly" over the Palestinian 
market in the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip. 

"The security issue is still 
an unacceptable pretext. We 
still believe that Israel wants 
to continue its dominance in 
the West Bank because it is 
a captivated ecunomy where 
Israel markets 1 2 per cent of 
its foreign exports." Dr. 
Tarawneh said. Israeli 
exports to the Palestinian 
market amounts to $2.4 bil- 
lion, the minister added. 

But Dr. Tarawneh empha- 
sised that Israeli measures 
were nut the only barriers 
that impede trade between 
the two hanks of the Jordan 
River. 

"We should not say that 
Israel alone hinders trade 
with the West Bank. There 
are procedures here in Jor- 
dan and the Palestinian 
National Authority fPNAi." 
Dr. Tarawneh explained. 

He said among these pro- 
cedures arc those relating to 
the economic agreement the 
PNA had signed with Israel. 

Dr. Tarawneh said the 


King Hussein Bridge, 
through which Jordan trans- 
ports goods into the PNA 
areas, is "about to fall 
down" and cannot bear any 
further pressure if more 
trucks are allowed to cross 
into the Palestinians territo- 
ries. 

He said that Jordan cannot 
negotiate with Israel the ren- 
ovation of the bridge, 
"because this means a 
recognition of Israel's sov- 
ereignty" in the West Bank, 
and “we also cannot negoti- 
ate this matter with the PNA 
because they have no 
authority over the bridge." 

Dr. Tarawneh said that this 
marter is one of the “major 
barriers" that impede 
exchange of coods with the 
PNA. ‘ 

But he emphasised that 
"daily" talks are underway 
with Israel to overcome 
these difficulties. 

The minister said that 
among the other difficulties 
is Israeli embassy delays to 
gram Jordanians visas to 
Israel "because there are 
around I2,fX)0 Jordanian 
who obtained entry visa to 
Israel and remained there 
illegally, where they work 
without permits " 

Dr. Tarawneh said that this 
problem gave Israel the 
excuse to use the “security 
issue" as a pretext to slow- 
down the flow of good* into 
the Palestinian market. 

Dr. Tarawneh told the 
businessmen that the Min- 
istry of Foreign Affairs has 
a plan to ensure that maxi- 
mum assistance is given to 
the private sector by Jordan- 
ian embassies abroad in 
order to facilitate their con- 
tact with their counterparts 
and attract foreign invest- 
ments to the Kingdom. 


Netanyahu 
seeks pardon 
for Azzam 

TEL AVIV iRi — Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu said Monday he 
told Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak that Israel 
expected him to pardon an 
Israeli Druze convicted of 
spying for Israel. 

"I told him that we expea 
him to find a way to panJon 
or release Azzam Azzam and 
bring him back to Israel," Mr. 
Netanyahu, who spoke by 
telephone to Mr. Mubarak 
Sunday, said on Israel Radio. 

“As prime minister, I will 
not rest uutil he returns 
home. He is an innocent 
man." 

An Egyptian stale security 
court convicted Azzam Sun- 
day of making cri minal 
arrangements to spy for 
Israel's intelligence service, 
the Mossad. and sentenced 
him to 15 years with hard 
labour. Azzam was arrested 
last November. 

Mr. Netanyahu called the 
sentence an "outrage". * 

.Azzam "s alleged Egyptian 
accomplice. Imad ^Abdul 
Hamid Ismail, and two 
Israeli- Arab women — 
Zuhra Yousef Jreiss and 
Mona .Ahmad Shawahna — 
were green life sentences on 
the same charges. 

“He didn't spy even for a 
moment." Mr. Netanyahu 
said in a separate interview 
with Israel army radio. 

Calling the verdict ■■distort- 
ed.” he added: "I am sony 
the Egyptian judicial system 
worked against justice and 
truth.” 

.Asked if Israeli tourists 
should avoid Egypt out of 
fear of being arrested as 
spies. Mr. Netanyahu said: “I 
hope we will be able to bring 
.Azzam home so that no one 
will be tempted to come to 
this conclusion." 



His Majesty King Hussein signs tbe book or condolences at the British Embassy in Amman on Monday (Photo by 
Yousef "Allan) 

King offers Britons Jordan’s heartfelt condolences 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His 
Majesty King Hussein has 
expressed grief and sadness 
and that of Her Majesty 
Queen Noor Monday at the 
death of Princess Diana, 
saying she was a unique 
person who dedicated her- 
self to good causes. 

"When 1 heard the news I 
found it so unbelievable 
and so shocking, T have 
been extremely saddened." 
the King told journalists 
after visiting the British 
embassy on Monday to 
sign a book of condo- 


lences. 

“She was a unique person 
and she had done so much 
for humane causes every- 
where. She will be a great 
loss for a long, long time to 
come.” added the King. 

“We offer the British peo- 
ple our heartfelt condo- 
lences in the name of all 
Jordanians," said the King, 
adding that the death of the 
princess “was a great loss 
because she had given so 
much for mankind.” 

In reply to a question 
about paparazzi harass- 


ment, the King said: 
“There is need to re-exam- 
ine the situation. Tbe 
majority of journalists act 
responsibly under all cir- 
cumstances unlike a certain 
group of irresponsible jour- 
nalists w-ho appear from 
time to time.” "N 
He said: “I believe there 
must be a revision of such 
situation and we must 
determine the limits of 
freedom for man and the 
"■'limits* which one cannot 
transcend because such 
action might result in 


tragedy.” The King was 
accompanied by Royal 
Coun Chief Awn Kha- 
sawneh. 

Also on Monday Their 
Royal Highnesses Crown 
Prince Hass an and Princess 
Sarvaih called at the British 
Embassy and offered their 
condolences. Prince 

Mohammad, the King’s 
personal representative, 
sent a cable of condolences 
to Queen Elizabeth II 
expressing his deep grief 
and sadness for the death of 
Princess Diana. 


Israel eases closures, Netanyahu 
says won’t hand over land now 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) — Israel Monday 
eased its month-long clo- 
sure of The West Bank and 
Gaza Strip, apparently to 
improve the tense relations 
with the Palestinians ahead 
of next week's visit by U.S. 
Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright. 

Four thousand labourers 
and 2.000 merchants, 250 
teachers and 200 employ- 
ees of the Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA> 
will be allowed to enter 
Israel, the army said. 

The Palestinians dis- 
missed the step as insuffi- 
cient, demanding that the 
closure be lifted complete- 
ly. 

The travel ban. which 
baned all Palestinians from 
entering Israel, was 


imposed after the Jerusalem 
bombing that Israel sus- 
pects was conducted by 
Islamists. 

The attack and the closure 
prompted acrimonious 

exchanges between -Israel 
and the Palestinians. Israel 
has accused the Palestini- 
ans of appeasing instead of 
arresting Islamists. 

The Palestinians said the 
assailants apparently had 
come from abroad and that 
the travel ban constituted 
collective punishment 

aimed at winning conces- 
sions at the negotiating 
table. 

Israel says the closure 
was imposed purely for 
security reasons. 

Ms. Albright will come to 
the Middle East on Sept. 10 
to meet with the Israeli and 


1 Palestinians caned meeting with Israelis 

(OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (AFP) — Palestinian Prosecutor 


General Fayez Abu Rahma cancelled the meeting with his 
Israeli counterpart Edna Aibel and Attorney General Elyakim 
Rubinstein at Palestinian President Yasser Arafat’s orfes; a 
| Palestinian source said Mr. Rubinstein had requested the 
meeting to discuss Israel’s demand that the Palestinian! 
National Authority (PNA) extradite several Palestinians Israel 
: accuses of involvement in anti-Israeli attacks, the Israeli him 
news service reported. The Israelis had also hoped to forge 
[judicial cooperation with the Palestinians, him said. The PNA 
; has refused to hand oxer any Palestinians to Israel, insisting it 
i will try those suspected of wrongdoing in its own courts. 


Palestinian leadens in hopes 
of trying to break the 
impasse and end months of 
crisis triggered by Jewish 
settlement expansion in the 
West Bank and Gaza. 

The Israeli daily Haaretz 
reponed Monday ihat under 
a U.S. compromise propos- 
al, Israel would be asked to 


restrict the expansion of 
Jewish settlements, but not 
be required to freeze con- 
struction completely. 

Under - the U.S. proposal, 
new homes in Jewish settle- 
ments could onlv 


Continued on page 7) 


Israel arrests 10 Palestinians after 
protest over land use by settlers 


JERICHO tR) — Israeli 
security forces arrested 10 
Palestinians in the Jordan 
Valley Monday during 
protests against the plough^ 
ins of land by Jewish set- 
tlers, an Israeli police 
spokeswoman said. 

About 300 Palestinian 
farmers led by Agriculture 
Minister Abdul Jawad 
Saleh staged a sit-in at an 
agricultural centre near the 
self-ruled town of Jericho. 

They were protesting 
against the ploughing by 
four settlers of land which 
Palestinian officials said 
should haxe been trans- 
ferred 10 the Palestine 
National Authority (PNA) 
two years ago under an 
interim peace deal sisned 
in 1993. 

The ownership issue is 
now with an Israeli coun. 


Mr. Saleh said the army 
and police arrived at the 
scene and "started beating 
old men in a barbaric way 
to try to evacuate them 
from the land.” 

A police spokeswoman 
said about 100 Palestinians 
had rioted while “trying to 
disrupt the work of Israeli 
farmers" and 10 demon- 
strators were arrested. 

Jewish settlers said they 
had rented the land from an 
Arab, a claim rejected by 
Palestinian officials. 

In Gaza, around 100 
Palestinian truck owners 
demonstrated in from of the 
municipality building 
protesting against what 
they said was the interven- 
tion of the PNA 

(Continued on page 7) 


Israel arrests 7 brothers 
in bombing investigation 


BETHLEHEM (.AFP) — 
Israeli troops arrested 
seven brothers from a vil- 
lage near Bethlehem early 
Monday, apparently in con- 
nection with investigations 
.the Jerusalem bombing, 
relatives of the suspects 
jsaid. 

! Three of the brothers 
from the Sbayah family ran 
an electrical repair shop in 
Bethlehem and may be sus- 
pected of having sold sup- 
plies to a bomb-making 
laboratory discovered near 
here by Palestinian police 
in July, Palestinian sources 
said. ’ 

“About 39 soldiers came 


in the middle of the night! 
they searched the rooms for| 
an hour and a half and then: 
took my sons away.” the 1 
father of the men, Mobam-j 
mad Hussein Sbayah, told; 
Agence France Presse. j 

The family lives in All 
Khader village south ofj 
Bethlehem in an area still! 
under control of the Israeli; 
army. 

Israel has focused itsl 
investigation into ihe 
Jerusalem bombing on tbe 
Bethlehem area, where Pa- 
lestinian police in mid-July 
found the bomb-making 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Netanyahu: Syrian conditions 


for peace talks ‘unacceptable’ 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu Monday called 
Syria's conditions for 
restarting peace talks with 
Israel “unacceptable." 

On-again off-again talks 
between Israel and Syria 
have failed ro resume since 
Mr. Netanyahu took, office 
in June 1996. U.S. Secretary 
of State Madeleine Albright 
will meet with leaders of 
both countries as pan of her 
first Mideast tour , next 
week. 


"Of course we can go for- 
ward on the Syrian track — 
if the Syrians want to." Mr. 
Netanyahu told Israel radio. 

“It is not dependent only 
upon us. We want negotia- 
tions — I have said so since 
the beginning of my prime 
ministership — and we have 
been looking for ways to 
resrart the negotiations. But 
we cannot conduct negotia- 
tions with ourselves. • 

“The Syrians’ conditions 
for entering into negotia- 
tions are basically their end 


demands, which is unac- 
ceptable.*’ 

Syria demands Israel’s 
withdrawal from the Golan 
Heights, occupied by Israel 
since the 1967 Mideast war. 
The previous Labour-led 
Israeli government had said 
it was willing to discuss an 
Israeli withdrawal and 
Syria has insisted talks con- 
tinue where they left off. 

But Mr. Netanyahu, who 
opposes returning the 
Golan, has said any under- 
standings reached between 


Syria and previous Israeli 
governments are not bind- 
ing on his administration. 

Mr. Netanyahu added that 
resuming negotiations was 
in the interests of both 


countries. 

“"We both want to avoid 
growing tensions in 
Lebanon, and I think Syria 
understands that the bene- 
fits they will get from a 
peace — economic and 
political and geopolitical — 
are great, just as they are for 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


PNA police round up 120 thieves of Israeli cars 


HEBRON (AFP) — Palestinian police have arrested 120 peo- 
ple in Hebron in a sweep against car theft rings targeting 
Israelis, officials said Monday. The crackdown over the post 
two days was ordered by Palestinian President Yasser Arafat 
and will be followed by similar roundups in other autonomous 
areas of the West Bank, a security source said. The 120 men 
arrested in Hebron would be taken to court, he said. Since the 
extension of Palestinian self-rule to seven West Bank towns 
and cities in late 1995 and early 1996, Israeli police charge 
that thousands of cars have been stolen from Israel and taken 
to the autonomous areas, usually to be dismantled for a black 
market in spare parts. 


Iran doubts Baghdad’s 
sincerity in lifting 
travel ban on Iranians 



Libya marks Qadhafi anniversary 


TUNIS (R) — Libya celebrated on Monday the 28th anniver- 
sary of Muarnmar Qadhafi's seizure of power with an air force 
display in the slues over Tripoli State-run television, moni- 
tored from Tunis, showed fighters, helicopters and ocher mili- 
tary aircraft flying over the capital city. The display included 
fighters bought from France and the former Soviet Union and 
lasted at least three hours. “This force is to face anyone who 
dares attack < installations in) this country.” the television said. 
Mr. Qadhafi. an army colonel who took power in a bloodless 
coup on September 1. 1969, was expected to address the 
nation on television later in the day. Tripoli-based diplomats 
said it was the first show of its kind in Tripoli since 1992, 
when Libya has been placed under an arms embargo imposed 
by the U.N. 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran 
voiced doubt on Monday 
over Iraq’s sincerity in 
offering to allow Iranians to 
visit Shiite Islam’s holiest 
sites and asked for serious 
talks on the subject. 

The director of Iran's 
Pilgrimage Organisation, 
Hussein Rezai, urged 
Baghdad to open official 
negotiations with Tehran to 
“clarify the conditions” for 
such visits. 

“Iraq has refused our offer 
to exchange official delega- 
tions to discuss the subject.” 
he told newspapers. 

Baghdad informed Tehran 
last week of its decision to 
lift a 17-year travel ban on 
Iranians on Sept 4, the date 
on which Iraq marks the 
start of their 1980-1988 


Iraq decorates pilgrims who defied UN. ban 


BAGHDAD (R) — Muslim pilgrims who defied the U.N. air 
embargo on Iraq and flew to Saudi Arabia last April have been 
awarded bravery orders, an Iraqi newspaper said Monday. 
"On behalf of President Saddam Hussein, Minister of 
Endowment and Religious Affairs, Abdul Muneim r Ahnrad 
Saleh, decorated with bravery orders pilgrims of the plane of 
faith to Mecca who defied the air embargo imposed by the 
forces of infidel" AI Qadissiyah said. Iraq in April flew 104 
Muslim pilgrims to Saudi Arabia for the Hajj. defying sanc- 
tions barring international flights by Iraqi aircraft. 


war. 

The Iraqi interior ministry 
said later that 3,000 Iranian 
pilgrims would be allowed 
to enteT Iraq each week. 

Bui it warned that the pil- 


grims should preserve pub- 
lic order and abide by Iraqi 
laws, reflecting the tension 
between the two neighbours 
who fought a war from 
1980 to 1988. 

Since 1980, Iranians have 
been barred from travelling 
to Iraq, rheir neighbour to 
the west, and vice-versa. 
Only official delegations 
have been allowed to cross 
the border. 

Najaf and Karbala, south 
of Baghdad, are home to 
shrines to the Imams Ali 
and Hussein, while the cap- 
ital houses tombs of other 
Shiite imams. 

Iraq and mainly Shiite 
Iran have yet to sign a peace 
treaty, a full nine years after 
the August 20, 1988, cease- 
fire in their war. 


PROTESTING UNRWA DECISION: Palestinian children on Monday pose with placards in front of burning 
tyres during a protest in the ‘Ain AI Hilweh Palestinian refugee camp, against the decision of the United Nations 
Relief and Work Agency to freeze university scholarships, all cash emergency assistance for hardship cases and 
shelter rehabilitation. To cope with the fiscal squeeze, the relief agency who helps 3-4 million Palestinian 
refugees, has had to cut international staff by 15% to 135 and cancel the hiring of 250 new teachers needed to 
cope with a fresh intake of 11,000 students this year (AFP photo) 


, 

Turkey bars international peace 

mission from Kurdish southeast 


The question of prisoners 
f war a8id those missing in 


of war and those missing in 
action remains a key stum- 
bling-block. 


DIYARBAKIR (AP) — 
Turkey barred an interna- 
tional peace mission from 
the Kurdish southeast 
Monday, cl aimin g it was a 
“rebel ploy” to create unrest 

“We preempted their ploy 
to disturb our people,” 
Ahmet Eriurk, deputy gover- 
nor of the region, said in a 
telephone interview. 

He said the convoy of 54 
buses carrying 300 politi- 
cians. trade unionists, human 
rights activists and others 


was turned back at the town 
of Uifa. 

The Turkish government 
insists the peace mission was 
a thinly disguised propagan- 
da ploy by Kurdish rebels. 

TTie group left Istanbul 
Sunday after a rally by about 
5,000 supporters. Local 
peace activists joined them 
along the way. and thou- 
sands of people in 
Diyarbakir were preparing to 
greet the convoy. 

Mr. Erturk said about 15 


preparing the welcoming 
ceremony in Diyarbakir. the 
region’s largest city, were 
arrested. 

The peace convoy was 
organised to promote a polit- 
ical solution to the war 
between autonomy-seeking 
Kurdish rebels and Turkish 


troops. 

The conflict has claimed 
over 28.000 lives since 19S4. 
The government refuses to 
negotiate with the rebels, 
whom they denounce as ter- 


rorists. 

The delegation originally 
planned to travel aboard a 
“peace train” from Brussels. 
But Germany, which banned 
the PKK under Turkish pres- 
sure. blocked the train’s pas- 
sage. 

Although most Western 
governments, including the 
United States, accept 
Turkey's harsh stance 
against the guerrillas, they 
also criticise its harsh treat- 
ment of Kurds. 


Iranian executed for spying for US. 


Key Somali faction leader 
says airstrip clashes settled 


Khartoum puts emphasis on 


peace in bid to end its isolation 


TEHRAN (AP) — A man was executed for spying for the 
United States, the official Islamic Republic News Agency 
riRNA) reported Monday. Seyavash Bayani was hanged last 
week in Tehran's Eve in prison for passing military secrets to 
the Central Intelligence Agency. IRNA reported. Bayani was 
attested in 1995 and confessed to spying for the U.S., the 
agency stud. Bayani left Iran in 1984 and received political 
asylum in the U. S., where he lived for 11 years, said the 
agency. He was then ordered to return to Iran by tire CIA, 
IRNA said. 


First Israeli baby born in Qatar 


DOHA (API — The wife of an Israeli official in Qatar has 
given birth to a boy. the first Israeli child bom in this Gulf 
state, the Gulf Times reported Monday. Shiri Segev. 27, gave 
birth here Sunday morning, the English language daily said. 
She is married to Dan Segev. deputy chief of Israel’s trade mis- 
sion to Qatar. Mr. Segev, 28, told the paper that his wife had 
planned to fly to Israel to have the child but that the baby was 
bom a month early. The infant, the Segevs' first child, has not 
yet been named, the paper said. Mr. Segev said he and his wife 
plan to take the baby to Israel shortly to celebrate with close 
relatives and friends. He said he would return before a planned 
regional economic summit in November. 


MOGADISHU (AFP) — 
Somali faction leader 
Hussein Mohammad 
Aideed on Monday said 
fighting among his sup- 
porters took place at K-50 
airstrip south of the capital 
Mogadishu but had been 
resolved, according to his 
radio station. 

Mr. Aideed accused the 
press of greatly exaggerat- 
ing casualty figures, stating 
that only three people had 
died in the fighting, said to 
have been caused by a dis- 
pute over taxes levied by 
General Aideed's faction 
on the narcotic plant qat, 
normally imported from 
Kenya through the airstrip. 

Qat is chewed by Somalis 
and populations throughout 
the Arabian Gulf region as 
a stimulant 


“Only three people were 
killed and an undisclosed 
number wounded in the 
unfortunate fighting" the 
radio quoted Mr. Aideed as 
having said, after visiting 
the area and resolving the 
dispute between the Ayr 
and Sa'ad sub-clans of Ills 
Habr Gedir clan dominat- 
ing south Mogadishu. 

The radio said Mr. 
Aideed also sent messages 
of condolences to the fami- 
lies of the victims. 

Travellers arriving in the 
Somali capital from the 
conflict area bad said that 
at least nine people died 
and four were wounded in 
the fighting. 

The K-50 fighting 
between the supporters of 
Gen. Aideed — who is 
regarded by his United 


Somali Congress/Somali 
National Alliance 

(USC/SNA) faction as 
“president of Somalia” — 
was seen as a major set- 
back. 

His supporters are cur- 
rently engaged in fierce 
fighting with the 
Rahanwein Resistance 
Army (RRA) in Baidoa. 
250 kilometres southwest 
of the Somali capital. 

Somalia has been without 
a central government and 
plunged into clan strife 
since the ouster in 1991 of 
strongman Mohammad 
Siad Barre. which led to 
major clashes, famine and a 
U.N. intervention that 
failed to bring a political 
settlement in the Horn in 
Africa nation. 


PRETORIA (AFP) — The 
Isbmist regime in Sudan has 
launched an all-out bid to 


secure peace in an attempt to 
end its isolation on the interna- 
tional stage and start rebuild- 
ing an economy wrecked by 
14 years of civil war and 
recurring famine. 

“We want peace with every- 
body. Our priority is recon- 
struction of the country,” 
Sudanese minister for federal 
affairs, Ali Mohammad AI 
Haj, said Sunday during a 
one-day South Africa-bro- 
kered summit between Sudan 
and Uganda. 

Each country accuses the 
other of providing cross-bor- 
der support to rebel groups. 

“We think regional peace is 
important for everybody." Mr. 
Haj said, adding: 'We would 
like to assure the others that 
there is nothing ro be afraid of 


from Sudan.” 

.Asked why it was so impor- 
tant for Sudan to have peace 
now. Foreign Minister Ali 
Osman Mohammad Taha, did 
not answer, saying merely; “U 
is our priority." 

Mr. Taha said Sudan was “in 
a state of war" with Uganda 
which Sudan has accused of 
occupying a portion of its ter- 
ritory. Its relations with Eritrea 
have soured badly even 
though the rwo sides were on 
good terms while Eritreans 
were fighting for Indepen- 
dence from Ethiopia. 
Relations with Ethiopia itself 
and with Egypt are little better. 

The civil war pitting the 
Muslim Arabised north 
against rebels from the south 
where the population is main- 
ly Christian or ammisL has 
poisoned Khartoum's rela- 
tions with its neighbours, par- 


ticularly Uganda. 

The biggest rebel group is 
the Sudan People’s Liberation 
Array (SPLA), led by John 
Garang, who is seen as the key 
to any permanent settlement- 
Colonel Garang met South 
African President Nelson 
Mandela here on Thursday but 
refused ro stay for the summit. 
Mr. Haj said Sudan was “very 
disappointed” that CoL 
Garang had decided not to 
attend and suggested that the 
rebel leader was “not interest- 
ed” in peace. 

Col. Garang wants guaran- 
tees that if Sudan stays a uni- 
fied state, the present Islamist 
regime must make way for a 
secular government with a 
multi-party system. 

Otherwise, he said last week 
that “amicable divorce may be 
applicable" and that the south 
could secede. 


JORDAN TELEVISION 

TeL 773111-19 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


PROGRAMME TWO 

15:00 Square One TV 

I5J0 -..Dog House 

15:35 French Programmes 

I 16:00 — Album Show 

18:10 French Programmes 

19 :°0 News in French 

19:30 N ws Headlines 

19:35 .Coach 

20:00 .TUt 

2<fc30 — — Encounter 

21:10 Doc. — Nature ofThings 

22.00 News in English 

22:30 .West Beach 

23:15 Mini-series 


PRAYER TIMES 

04:46 -..Fajr 

06:06 — — (Sunrise) Duha 

12:35 Dhuhr 

16:11 ,‘Asr 

19:05 - — Maghreb 

20-2*5 - ‘Lsha 


Anglican Church Tel. 652826. 
Armenian Catholic Church 
Tel. 771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
Tel. 775261. 

SL Ephraim Church TeL 
771751. 

Amman International Church 
Tel. 5516245 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Tel. 82432S. 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel, S45457 
The Latter-Da v Saints Tel. 
654931 

Church of Nazarene Tel. 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 

in Amman Tel. 811295 

English-speaking 

Latin Catholics Parish Tel. 

614190. 


Deserts ..... 

Jordan Valley 


15/32 

21/36 


Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 28. Aqaba 36 
Humidity readings: Amman 55 
per cent, Aqaba 38 per cent. 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 


CHURCHES 

St Mary of Nazareth Church 
Sweifieh, Tel. S 1 0740 
Assemblies of God Church 
Tel. 632785. 

SL Joseph Church Tel 624590 
Church of the Annunciation 
Tel. 637440. 

De la Salle Church TeL 
661757. 

Terra San eta Church Tel. 
622366 


WEATHER 

Buffeiin supplied by the 
Department of Meteorology 
Moderate summer conditions 
will prevail with clouds appear- 
ing ai low altitudes and winds 
northwesterly moderate to 
active. In Aqaba, winds will be 
northerly modertc and seas 
calm. 


NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

Dr. MazenNbaH 

Dc FayezDabbas 

Dr. Adnan Zaghloid _ 
Dr. Fakher BDbefcL...... 

Ferdows pharmacy ... 
AI Asema pharmacy . 
AlSalam pharmacy .. 
Yacoub pharmacy ... 
Shmeisani pharmacy 
Nairoukh pharmacy . 
Najib pharmacy — 


830435 

.-759155 
— S9S140 
.5522233 
...778336 
...637055 
-.636730 
-644945 
...637660 
...623672 
...847632 


IRBID: 

Dr. Ahmad Qana - -281484 

Ai Quds pharmacy ( — ) 


ZARQA: 

Dr. Zuhar AI Qadi ,906606 

Khallfeh pharmacy — 9854 17 


Amman — 

Aqaba 


16/27 

-23/35 


EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre ...637 1 1 1 


Ctvfl Defence Dept — .661111 
Civil Defence Immediate 

Rescue — -.630341 

Civil Defence Emergency .199 
Rescue Police 192. 621111. 
637777 

Fire Brigade - .617101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

jfraffic Pcrilce 896390 

Public Security Department 

.630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints .661 176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints —897467 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints 787 1 1 1 

Telephone Information (direc- 
tory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls -010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs .623101 

Abdafi Telephone Repairs 
6611QI 

Jordan THevisioii 773 1 1 1 

Radio Jordan 7741 1 1 

Water Authority....™.... 6SQ100 
Jordan Electricity Authority 

815615 

Electric Power Company 
636381 

RJ Flight Information 
0853200 

Queen Alia Inti Airport 08- 

53200 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 
813813/32 

Khalidj Maternity — 644281/6 
Aidlelf Maternity — 642441/2 
Jabal- Amman Maternity 

642362 

Malhas. J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Shmeisani ....607071 
Shmeisani Hospital ...-669131 
University Hospital .-...845845 
Al-Muasber Hospital 667227/9 
The Islamic, Abdafi 6661 26/37 
AI-Ahli, Abdali .—-.664164/6 
Italian, AkMuh^jreeo 777101/3 

AJ-Bashir....- —7751 1 1/26 

Army. Marfca .8916! 1/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 
602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart 
and Special Surgery S65 199 


ZARQA: 

Zanja Govt Hospital (09.1983323 
Zarqa National Hospital 

(09)900560 

ibn Sina Hospital ..(09)986732 
AI Hikma Modern Hospital 
(091990990 


Greek Catholic Hospital 

- (02)272275 

Ibn AI Nafees Hospital 

(02)247100 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
AIRPORT 
ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

06:20 Dahran (addHRJ) 

08:05 J3amascus (RJ) 

08:05 Sanaa (RJ) 

09:15 — AI ‘Ain. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

10:20 Bahrain (add) (RJ) 

10:25 —.Beinil (RJ) 

1035 Doha (RJ) 

10:40 -Muscat. Dubai (RJ) 

16:00 Muscat (addHRJ) 

17:30 London (RJi 

17:40..- Frankfurt (RJ) 

17:40 New York, Amsterdam 
l RJ ) 

18 JO Chicago. Amsterdam (RJ) 

19:30 Kuwait (add I ( RJ ) 

21:45 Cairo (RJ) 

01:30*. _.... Madrid (RJ i 


21-JO i....— ......... Tfcl Aviv (LY) 

22 JO Aden OY) 

23 J5 LamacatCV) 

23:45 — Amsterdam (KL) 

00:55 — Bucharest tRO) 

01:25 Jakarta (GA) 

03:00, - Rorne(AZ) 

04 -J25 -LondoniBA) 


14:05 Madrid (RJ) 

14:15. -Kuwait (add) (RJ) 

19--00 .Cairo (RJI 

21:25 Jeddah (RJ) 

21:45 Bahrain. Doha (RJ) 

22:00 ...Abu Dhabi (add) (RJ) , 
22:25- Kuala Lumpur. Jakarta (RJ) I 

23*30- Damascus (RJ) 

2*3— Dubai (RJ) 

0125 Madrid (RJ) 


Royal Wings (RW) Flights 


08:45 Aqaba (RW) 

10:05 ....Amman (QAIA) tRW) 
10:50 Amman (Marka Airport) 
(RW) 

18:20 .Tel Aviv (RW) 

19:30 ....Amman(QAlA)iRW) 

22:20 Aqaba (RW i 

23:50 Amman (Marka Airport) 
(RW) 


Other Flights '-i 

04:30 Riyadh (SV) 

10:00 Cairo (MS) 

UHW AI ’Arisb (add)(PF) 

14:00 Doha, Bahrain (add) (GF) 

17:40 Jstanbuli 

19 =°5 Kiev ( 

20:15 Dubai ( 

22:50 .TelAvivfDTF 

23:50 Aden' 

01:55 Bucharest i 


London (G^ 


departures 


02:30 Amsterdam C 

04:00 -....Athens 

04:00 Rome(/ 


IRBID: 

Princess Basma Hospital 
(02)275555 


Other Flights 

09:00 - -Cairo (MS) 

11:00 AI Arish (add) fPF) 

12:45 Shariqah (add) (GFj 

13:00 - Riyadh (SV) 

1*30 Dubai (EK) 

10:40 Istnabul (TK) 

18:05 Kiev <6 Uj 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

06:45 - Beirut (RJ) 

08:00. Muscat (add) (RJ) 

09:00 Amsterdam. New York 
(RJ) 

12:15 —Amsterdam, Montreal. 
Toronto (RJ) 

12:25 Vienna, Frankfort (RJ T) 
*3:00 Geneva. Brussels (RJ) 

13:10 Paris (RJ) 

14^*5 ...London (RJ» 


Royal Wings (RW) Flights; 
07:45 Amman (Marka A :— ,-Bqr 
(RW) 

09:15 Aqaba (l||| 

10t30 ....Amman (QAIA) 

17:45 Amman (Marka * 

(RW) 

*8:55 .Tel 

(RW) 

21 JO ....Amman (QAIA) 

22:50 Aqaba 
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Home News 


PRIME MINISTER VISITS JCCC: Prime Minister Abdul Sal am Majali Monday 
calls on at the Jordan Civil Consumers Corporation (JCCC) and urges its board 
to facilitate selling procedures and accept credit cards in the JCCC’s vending 
transactions. Dr. Majali, who was accompanied by Minister of Trade, industry 
and Supply Haiti Mulki, called for providing goods at reasonable and competitive 
prices and within reach of all employees (Petra photo) 


New controls on taxi industry 
have owners, union distressed 


By Rana Husseini 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Taxi owners 
are angered by new licens- 
ing procedures introduced 
by the Ministry of Interior, 
despite assurances that the 
new regulations will not 
adversely affect their inter- 
ests. 

The new regulations 
require that any individual 
* or company w ishing to stun 
a new taxi sen ice in 
Amman must have a mini- 
mum capital iii JD I million 
and at least 7? cars operat- 
ing within the city limits. 

For Za rqa and Irbid. the 
second and third largest 
cities in the country, regula- 
tions require a capital of 
JD5UO.UOO and 5U cars. 

In the rest of the King- 
dom. the requirements are a 
capital of JD250.UUW and 
25 cars. 

"These new regulations 
will not ulVcci the already 
operating taxis, but rather 
our mm is to organise and 
modernise the transporta- 
tion operation in the King- 
dom.*' Secretary General of 
the Ministry of Interior 
Hashem Sabbagh 

explained. 

j In order to organise the 
transportation operation. 
taxi drivers will not be 
allowed to sell their cars to 
other individuals as taxis, 
but can sell them as private 
cars or merge with the com- 
panies to be established. Dr. 
Sabbagh stated. 

"This way we can control 
the taxi operation in the 
Kingdom, and increase the 
employment opportuni- 
ties,” Dr. Sabbagh told the 
Jordan Times. 

Bui according tu Abdul 
Karim Mashaeikh. treasur- 
er and a committee member 
at the Taxi Owners U nion 
fTOl' i. some of these recu- 


lations are "unfair to own- 
ers of the current taxis.” 

"The regulation which 
prohibits taxi owners from 
.selling their cars as a pub- 
lic vehicle is unfair and vio- 
lates citizens rights." Mr. 
Mashaeikh said. 

He said this will cause 
financial losses to the own- 
ers of these cars, because if 
a taxi owner wants to sell 
his car as a private vehicle 
“its value will drop dramat- 
ically. but if the ow ner sells 
it as a public vehicle it will 
maintain a good value." 

"These new regulations 
will only benefit the rich, 
whu will manipulate the 
taxi industry in Jordan, and 
will keep the taxi drivers as 
servants, to them all their 
life.” Mr. Mashaeikh said. 

Currently, there are 
almost I 1.000 taxis operat- 
ing in the Kingdom, 
according to Mr. 
Madueikh. 

However. Dr. Sabbagh 
said that taxi owners have 
several options which 
include selling their vehi- 
cles lo the 'newly-esiab- 
ii.shed businesses or form- 
ing a coalition with other 
tuxi.- to establish a business 
that meets the new regula- 
tions. 

"The reason we impose 
these high amounts of capi- 
tal and cars i% to make sure 
that individuals or compa- 
nies wishing to establish 
this business are serious 
about it.” Dr. Sabbagh said. 

Under the new regula- 
tions. the new taxis will 
have a different colour than 
the currently operating 
taxis, and each taxi is 
required to install wireless 
devices (radios) and be on 
call 24 hours a day. he 
added. 

Dr. Sabbagh said the new 
businesses will offer bene- 
fits and privileges for taxi 


drivers, which they were 
deprived of as taxi owners 
or drivers working for taxi 
offices. 

"Taxi drivers w ho join the 
new business will have 
health insurance, will be 
protected by the labour law 
and will join Lhe social 
security programme,” Dr. 
Sabbagh said, adding that 
taxi drivers in the past were 
deprived from all these 
benefits. 

He stressed that the min- 
istry’s step is essential to 
meet the expected increase 
in numbers of tourists visit- 
ing the area within the next 
three years. 

“We are expecting large 
numbers of tourists to flock 
to this region in the year 
200U io celebrate Christ- 
mas. and with these new 
regulations we expect to 
increase the number of 
taxis in the Kingdom to 
meet this influx " Dr. Sab- 
bagh explained. 

.Muhammad Oihman. 
who works as a taxi driver 
at an office in Amman, said 
that he will probably not be 
affected by the new regula- 
tions because he doesn’t 
own a taxi, but said the 
increase in taxis in the 
Kingdom will affect the 
business. 

"I am not afraid of the 
new law. but my worry is 
that there will be too many 
taxis which will definitely 
decrease the income I 
make,” the 35-year-old 
said. 

Dr. Sabbagh concluded 
by saying: "It i> a free mar- 
ket, and we are try ing to 
create competition in order 
to improve the transporta- 
tion services in the King- 
dom, and it is up to the cur- 
rent taxi drivers to either 
improve their conditions or 
remain with their current 
services.” 


Telecommunications workshop opens here today 


AMMAN ■ J.T. i — The first Arab region J work- 
shop on leljcommuniculions policy and regula- 
tion ujvris here livUv. organised by the Adam 
Smith Institute London iASl>. in association 
with the Jordon Li;: TelecJiiimuiuealiuris Regula- 
tor C’ou .n t:\sica * I RC and Price Waterhouse. 
Jvcjni::ig to a statement release J by AS I. 

According to ASi economic advisor Huda 


Imam, the three-day event will prav ide an oppor- 
tunity for participating delegates from .Arab 
countries to leum more about the process of reg- 
ulating telecommunications in a competitive and 
privjii-*eJ market. 

She added that leading world experts will share 
international experience and facilitate discussion 
and cooperation between Arab countries. 


Jordan limes, Tuesday, September 2, 1997 



International conference to deal 
with agriculture in dry areas 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Under 
the patronage of His Royal 
Highness Crowm Prince 
Hassan, the International 
Conference on “Agricultur- 
al Growth, Sustainable 
Resource Management and 
Poverty Alleviation in the 
Low Rainfall Areas of West 
Asia and North Africa” will 
be held in Amman from 
Sept. 2-6, according to a 
statement issued by the 
International Centre for 
Agricultural Research in 
Dry .Areas iICARDA). 

The broad goal of the con- 
ference is to contribute 
towards balanced agricul- 
tural growth and food secu- 
rity in the eight countries of 
the Mashreq and MaghreB 
regions of West Africa and 
North Africa, through the 
participatory formulation of 
strategies for sustainable 
resource management and 
poverty alleviation in the 
low rainfall areas in the 
context of market liberalisa- 
tion. the statement said. 

In pursuit of this overall 
goal the conference will: 

— Present the principal 
results and conclusions of 
the joint ICARDA-JFPRI 
Mashreq-Maghreb project 
for the development of sus- 
tainable integrated 

crop/livestock production 
systems in the low rainfall 


areas of West Asia and 
North Africa, to an 
informed audience from 
that region and elsewhere, 
— Initiate a discussion, 
by four subject-matter 
working groups, of those 
results and of current gov- 
ernment policies, 

— Seek to identify the 
appropriate medium- and 
longer-term roles of the low 
rainfall areas in contribut- 
ing to poverty alleviation 
and food security, 

— Develop a close partic- 
ipatory dialogue amongst 
policy-makers from the 
region and donor agencies, 
on possible solutions and 
their implications for future 
economic, social and envi- 
ronmental policies, 

— Evaluate consequences 
of alternative policies and 
strategies for different types 
of low rainfall areas, and 
— Examine the need for 
follow-up action to the cur- 
rent M&M project and 
develop recommendations 
for future participatory 
research on die identified 
issues, according to the 
statemenL 

The conference is organ- 
ised by the International 
Centre for Agricultural 
Research in the Dry Areas 
(ICARDA), the Jordanian 
National Centre for Agri- 


HRH Crown Prince Hassan reviews agenda, 
discusses' goals with conference organiser 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan Monday 
conferred with Adel Bflta- 
ji, director general of the 
International Centre for 
Agricultural Research in 
the Dry Areas (ICARDA), 
and reviewed the agenda 
of the international Con- 
ference on “Agricultural 
Growth, Sustainable 
Resource Management 
and Poverty Alleviation in 
[the Low Rainfall Areas of 
West Asia and North 
Africa,” which opens 
today in Amman. 

Prince Hassan and Dr. 
Biltaji also discussed the 
[role of ICARDA and its 
activities in promoting 
food production in dry 


areas. 

Following the meeting, 
which was also attended 
by Minister of Agriculture 
Mijhem Khrisba, Dr. Bil- 
taji told Jordan Television 
that the conference, organ- 
ised by ICARDA, “deals 
with the effects of eco- 
nomic reformson agricul- 
.ture in areas wife, poor 

r ainfall , and discusses how 
technology can reduce the 
negative factors and 
ensure agricultural devel- 
opment in fee badia 
regions.” 

“We discussed ICAJR- 
DA’s role in helping peo- 
ple in arid regions utilise 
fee available water 
resources and introduce 
new improved strains of 


plants and seeds, which! 
can endure dry and hot cli-j 
mates and yield well. 

‘The discussion also 
covered means of improv- 
ing pasture lands in the 
badia regions of the Near] 
East and North Africa,” 
Dr. Biltaji said in refer- 
ence to his meeting wife 
fee Crown Prince. 

TCARDA has been 
working with Jordan for 
the past 20 years through 
the -country ’s ministry of 
agriculture, research cen- 
tres* and universities, 
employing the most up-to- 
date scientific methods 
and techniques in order to 
promote agricultural 
development,” he! 

remarked. 


cultural Research and Tech- 
nology Transfer (NCAR- 
TT), the International Food 
PoKcy Institute (IFPRI), 
and the German Foundation 
for International Develop- 
ment (DSE), and co-spon- 
sored by International Fund 
for Agricultural Develop- 
ment (IFAD) and Arab 
Fund for Economic and 
Social Development 


systems in the low rainrail National centre tor Agn- boctai ueveiopmen 

Minister gives schools passing 
grade on first day of classes 

AVfVTANI I Pptrn l Winic. Iihr*ir5f»c orhi»r nriTiti^c cr-h/vUc nri'nunt for 


(AFESD). 

The conference will bring 
together about 60 partici- 
pants from the eight coun- 
tries of the Mashreq- 
Maghreb regions; Algeria, 
Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon, 
Libya, Morocco, Syria and 
Tunisia; and from national, 
regional, and international 
research institution and 
organisations working in 


the fields of agriculture, 
natural resource manage- 
ment sand policy formula- 
tion. The target group for 
the conference will be key 
decision-makers in min- 
istries of agriculture, 
finance, planning, interior 
and rural affairs, and 
national senior researchers 
and advisors, the statement 
concluded. 


AMMAN [ Petra) — Minis- 
ter of Education and Higher 
Education Munther Masri 
Monday inspected a num- 
ber of schools in Amman 
Govemorate on the first 
day of the new school year 
and announced that every- 
thing was going as planned. 

The minister, accompa- 
nied by senior assistants, 
said the schools did not wit- 
ness any confusion compa- 
rable to that of last year, 
since teachers who left their 
posts to work in the Gulf 
states did so before the 
scholastic year began, 
enabling the ministry-" to 
find replacements. 

Textbooks were ready 
and distributed to the stu- 
dents. and laboratories, 


libraries, and other utilities 
were all ready. Dr. Masri 
noted. 

The minister said that 80 
per cent of the Kingdom’s 
government schools are 
owned by the ministry, 
which is nying to raise'fhe 
ratio to 100 per cent and 
eliminate the two-shift sys- 
tem that was introduced 
due to shortages in school 
buildings. 

Ministry of Education’s 
Secretary General Izzat 
Jaradat announced that 
70.000 teachers are 
employed to educate the 
1.4 million students who 
began school Monday, 
including 122,000 entering 
the first elementary class. 

Students in government 


schools account for 74 per 
cent of the total enrolment 
in the Kingdom, 14 per cent 
study in private schools, 
and 12 per cent in the 
schools run by the United 
Nations Relief and Woiks 
Agency (UNRWA). 

Dr. Jaradat said 80 per 
cent of the instructors teach 
ai the government schools, 
14 per cent in private 
schools, and six per cent in 
UNRWA schools. 

A total of 4,500 educa- 
tional institutions operate in 
the country, including 62 
per cent in fee private sec- 
tor, 33 per cent in fee public 
sector, and five per cent 
affiliated wife UNRWA, 
according to Dr. JaradaL 


UJ celebrates 
35th anniversary 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Today 
marks the 35th anniversary of 
the University of Jordan (UJ). 
which was established in 1962 
as fee first institution of higher 
education in fee Kingdom. 

When it was founded, the 
university had only one facul- 
ty, fee Faculty of Aits, offering 
education to 167 students, and 
a staff of three full-time 
instructors and five part-time 
professors, a statement from 
the university said. 

Now, more than 22,000 stu- 
dents studying in 15 faculties 
attend UJ, whose staff has 
grown to 900 teachers and 
professors, fee statement con- 
tinued. 

In addition io 50 pro- 
grammes at the undergraduate 


level and five programmes in 
vocational training, postgradu- 
ate students can now choose 
from 19 fields of study far the 
PhD. degree, and 62 pro- 
grammes for the masters 
degree, the statement 
announced. 

The university’s library con- 
tains 700,000 publications and 
subscribes to 945 specialised 
periodicals, including 320 in 
Arabic, in addition to housing 
rare manuscripts, UN. docu- 
ments, and rare reference 
books, according to the state- 
ment. 

Adjacent to UJ is Jordan 
University Hospital, which 
serves as a training institution 
for students of medicine, den- 
tistry, and nursing. 


News In Brief 


Royal Decrees 
Issued Monday 


AMMAN (Petra) — A 
Royal Decree was issued 
Monday approving fee 
Investment Promotion 
Laws of 1997 granted to 
non-Jordanians. Accord- 
ing to these laws. non-Jor- 
danians are allowed to 
entirely own a project, or 
a pan of it, except for cer- 
tain projects in fee field of 
construction, trade and 
mining. Another decree 
was also issued approving 
fee scientific research reg- 
ulations for improving fee 
j educational process. 


Delegation to 
attend conference 

AMMAN (Petra) — Jor- 
dan will take pan in the 
9Sfe conference of fee 
International Parliamen- 
tary Union (IPU) which 
will be held in Cairo SepL 
11 through 16, 1997. Jor- 
dan will be represented by 
Senators Thouqan Hin- 
dawi, Taher Hikmat, Tou- 
jan Faisal and Zeid 
Zureiqau The conference 
will focus on international 
political, economic and 
social conditions and fos- 
tering ties among the 
world's parliaments and 
people. 


Cooperation between Jordan, 
Germany reaches advanced stage 


BONN (Petra) — A press 
release issued by fee infor- 
mation department of the 
Federal Republic of Ger- 
many placed Jordan among 
fee important nations coop- 
erating with Germany in 
fee field of development 

In recent years, collabora- 
tion between fee two 
nations has reached -an 
advanced stage, marked by 
excellent bilateral relations 
and fee exchange of visits 
by fee two heads of state, 
fee statement noted. 

The announcement cited 
cooperation in water-relat- 
ed matters in particular, 
stating feat Germany was 
financing a number of 
important projects, illus- 


trating Bonn's intent to give 
momentum to fee Middle 
East peace process. 

Germany has shown 
interest in assisting Jordan 
establish waste water treat- 
ment plants, enlarge and 
modernise fee communica- 
tions sector of its infra- 
structure, establish small- 
scale industrial projects, 
and modernise fee tourism 
sector's facilities, fee state- 
ment continued. 

Other collaborative pro- 
jects include the harbour at 
Aqaba, railways, energy 
production, the develop- 
ment of fee Jordan Valley 
region, fee water supply for 
drinking and irrigation, fee 
banking and industrial sec- 


tors, agriculture, and the 
production of veterinary 
vaccines, fee statement 
said. 

According to the press 
release, Germany is cur- 
rently helping Jordan 
implement an irrigation 
project in the southern Jor- 
dan Valley and expand fee 
main Jordan Valley water 
canal by 14 kilometres. 

Germany has recently 
allocated nearly JD4 mil- 
lion to boost fee Kingdom’s 
industrial sector, and nearly 
JD2.5 million to protect fee 
archaeological sites at fee 
ancient Nabataean city of 
Petra, the press release con- 
cluded. 
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WHAT’S GOING ON 


PLAY 
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(^Chilton's play — "How to Recover Our Names” ar j 
loyal Cultural Centre, at 6:U0 p.m, j 

FILM | 

*Tbe Road" at Abdul Hameed Shoman Foundation. \ 
Anan&fl at 6 00 p.m. ! 

EXHIBITIONS 

ispiay of caricature drawings by Xaji Al *AIi at ■ 
Haroeed Shwnan Foundation. Jabul Amman, until j 

exhibition at the Royal Cultural Centre, until ! 


* Wtuks. by Basem Al Mahdi at the Jtwdan Plastic An i 
i Gallery. Jabal Weihtteh. until Sept. 8. 

and Bani Hamida prcsenr a Bani Hamida ; 

ior (rug*, cushions, runners, wail hangings and i 
I a AI I sidwr Hall of Kan Zanutt. until Sept. 20. \ 




Crimes against women, children highlighted by police report 


By Tareq Ay you b 

SptdiJ to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A recent study 
by fee Public Security Depan- 
mem iPSD> has indicated that 
46 rape case* were reported in 
Jordan in fee first half of this 
year, with a tola! of 250 "vio- 
lent crimes” committed 
oflaiast women. 

The study, submitted during 
a two-day seminar by Col. 
Abdul Rahman Sham* a. head 
of the Department of Criminal 
Investigation a! fee PSD. indi- 
cated that lo women were 
killed in fee same period. 

Nine were killed because ol 
"crimes ol honour” two due 
to "family disputes. " two were 
lulled during robbery 

attempts, and fee remaining 
three were killed for various 
reasons. 

The studv. v. hich was made 


available to the Jordan Times, 
showed that 14 females were 
kidnapped in the first seven 

months of this year and 42 suf- 
fered "severe harm." 

The study indicated that 9S 
per cem of the crimes commit- 
ted in these categories were 
discovered by police. 

The study, submined during 
a seminar entitled "Towards a 
secure Jordanian family, 
2000" that was held last Tues- 
day, indicated that Amman 
govemorate came first among 
the 12 govemorates wife 114 
crimes against women. 

Irbid came next wife 38 
crimes followed by Zarqa wife 
2b crimes. Balqa with 14 
crimes, Karak wife 11, and 
Mafraq and Jerash wife 9 
crimes each. 

The report showed feat 119 
crimes were committed 
aeainst females below 1S- 


years old. 93 crimes were 
committed against women 
aged 18-27. 37 crimes against 
women aged 28-37, 14 crimes 
against women aged 38-47, 
and 8 crimes against females 
above 48 years. 

It added that 139 crimes 
were committed against 
unemployed females, 15 
against women who hold free 
business, 14 against govern- 
ment employees. 37 against 
female students, and 66 crimes 
against household females. 

The 1996 figures showed 
that 63 rape cases were report- 
ed m fee Kingdom, 42 cases in 
1995. 36 cases in 1 994. and 29 
cases in 1993. according lo the 
report. 

Total “violent crimes” 
against women in 1996 num- 
bered 451, compared to 441 in 
1995, 36S in 1994 and 312 in 
1993, the studv said. 


The study reported that 39 
women were killed in 1996, 
compared to 35 in 1995, 35 in 

1994, and 41 in 1993. 

It showed feat 15 murders 
recorded in 1996 were classi- 
fied as "crimes of honour.” 
compared to 17 murders in 

1995, 21 in 1994, and 32 in 

1993. 

On fee other hand, the study 
said 347 crimes were commit- 
ted against teenagers during 
the first seven months of this 
year, compared to 793 crimes 
in 1996. 641 in 1995, 570 in 

1994, and 469 in 1993. 

It indicated that 23 teenagers 
were raped during the first 
seven months of this year, nine 
were killed, eight were victims 
of attempted murder, 14 were 
kidnapped, and 123 received 
"serious injuries ” 

The study showed feat 139 
crimes against teenagers were 


reported in the capital this 
year, 56 crimes were reported 
in Irbid, 52 in Zarqa. 21 
crimes in Balqa and Karak 
each, 12 in Madaba. and nine 
crimes each in Tafileh and 
Mafraq. 

Of the nine murders of 
teenagers this year, wo were 
classified as "crimes of hon- 
our,” three were fee result of 
"immediate dispute” one 
without reason, and the 
remaining for several reasons. 

It added feat 14 teenagers 
were killed in 1996, compared 
to 13 in 1995. 12 in 1994, and 
13 killed in 1993. 

The study emphasised that 
18 teenagers were victims of 
“attempted murder” in 1996, 
compared to 18 in 1995, 29 in 
1994, and 14 in 1993. 

During fee opening speech 
of the two-day seminar, His 
Royal Highness Crown Prince 


Hassan said women and chil- 
dren who fall victim to abuse, 
rape, and violence at home 
require attention because they 
are the most at risk. 

‘These vulnerable groups 
require our attention and our 
sympathy, and the police are 
now creating a unit specialised 
in dealing wife such crimes,” 
he said in his speech, which 
was rqad by Minister of Interi- 
or Nafeir Rashid. 

“Society must provide pro- 
tection to children who fall 
victim to abuse, but this can- 
not be achieved without effec- 
tive and thorough investiga- 
tion, and in the case of rape 
and other sexual assault, the 
victimised women should 
receive humanitarian treat- 
ment based on respect,” 
Crown Prince Hassan added. 











peace as fighting continues 


SIEM REAP (R) — Cam- 
bodia's King Norodom Si- 
hanouk took part in Bud- 
dhist prayers for peace 
Monday as sporadic shel- 
ling continued around the 
contested northwestern bor- 
der town of O’smach. 

King Sihanouk, who Sun- 
day offered to mediate bet- 
ween his ousted son. Prince 
Norodom Ranariddh, and 
the prince’s former co-pre- 
mier. 

Mr. Hun Sen. said he 
wished Cambodia could be 
peaceful and united. 

“The ceremony is to wish 
that our nation and people 
stop fighting,” King Siha- 
nouk said as he entered a 
historic royal temple oppo- 
site his villa in the centre of 
Siem Reap. 

“It is to let our nation 
enjoy unity again, as during 
Angkor rule," he said, refer- 
ring to the 12th century 
Cambodian empire that had 
its capital at the nearby 
Angkor temple complex. 

The king released nine 
turtles in a Buddhist merit- 
making ritual and said he 
hoped the Cambodian peo- 
ple could also find freedom 
and peace. 

Despite the king's repeat- 
ed pleas for peace, fighting 
continued in Cambodia's 
northwest Monday. 

Government forces under 
Hun Sen attacking O’smach 
fired intermittent shells at 
royalist troops loyal to 
Prince Ranariddh, and their 
Khmer Rouge guerrilla 
allies dug in on high ground 
up against die Thai border. 
Thai array officers monitor- 
ing the fighting in Cam- 
bodia said. 

One Thai soldier was 
wounded by a stray bullet 
fired from inside Cambodia 
Monday and Thai forces 
were on alert to prevent any 
slipover of fighting onto 


U.N. rights boss in Cambodia 
defends staff from complaint 


PHNOM PENH (R) — The U.N. Special Representative 
for Human Rights in Cambodia defended his staff's action 
Monday, but said he would investigate any complaints 
about UN. rights workers from Cambodian premier, Hun 
Sen. 

Thomas Hammerberg arrived in Cambodia Saturday for 
talks with human rights workers and government leaders 
following calls from Premier Hun Sen for die replacement 
of some U.N. rights workers. 

Mr. Hun Sea said there was insufficient evidence to back 
up reports from U.N. rights workers that there were wide- 
spread human rights violations after Mr. Hun Sen’s ouster 
of his co-premier. Prince Norodom Ranariddh, in July. 

•‘Everything I’ve seen has been very impressive,” Mr. 
Hammerberg said of the work of the U.N.'s Centre for 
Human Rights In Cambodia. (UNCHR). T think they’ve 
done a good job under difficult circumstances. They have 
been very careful with information" 

Officials at the UNCHR estimated that some 40 support- 
ers of Mr. Ranariddh's FUNCINPEC Party were killed in 
the aftermath of Mr. Hun Sen’s coup. 

Most of the victims were allegedly royalist military and 
intelligence officials as well as their bodyguards, rights 
workers saicL 

“What we have said publicly has been based on testi- 
monies not only of one eyewitness but of several eyewit- 
nesses. We corroborate all our information." Mr. 
Hammerberg said. 

“What we’ve said is that there have been cases of execu- 
tion of FUNCINPEC military people after they were arrest- 
ed and these cases that we have information about, we have 
provided to the government and we have asked the govern- 
ment to look into this." 

■ Mr. Hun Sen said last month he wanted an apology from 
the United Nations for reporting that members of the oppo- 
sition had been killed. 


Thai soil, they said. 

Political analysts said they 
were not optimistic about 
the chances of Mr. Hun Sen 
accepting King Sihanouk's 
offer of mediation. 

Meanwhile. Mr. Hun Sen 
has prepared a counter-pro- 
posal to King Norodom Si- 
hanouk’s appeal for a cease- 
fire and peace talks to end 
factional fighting in the 
troubled country, senior of- 
ficials said Monday. 

Mr. Hun Sen. Cambodia’s 
powerful second prime min- 
ister and newly named First 


Prime Minister Ung Huot 
are seeking an audience 
with the ailing 74-year-old 
monarch — now staying in 
the northern town of Siem 
Reap — in order to present 
their plan, the officials said. 

T can say that the two 
prime ministers will go to 
report directly to the king 
very soon." said Secretary 
of Slate for Information 
Khieu Kanharith, declining 
to reveal the substance of 
the plan. 

“I (am not calling it a) 
counter-proposal, but 1 can 


say that the two prime min- 
isters will have an audience 
with the king and talk about 
some issues and among 
those is the king’s propos- 
al," he said. 

He said he was not yet 
aware if the king had re- 
ceived or replied to the pre- 
miers' request for an audi- 
ence. 

Other official's said they 
believed the audience — 
which would centre on the 
counter-proposal — could 
be held in as little as two 
days time if the monarch 
agreed. 

King Sihanouk, who had 
been absent from his coun- 
try for six months undergo- 
ing medical treatment in 
Beijing, returned home Fri- 
day with a plea for an end to 
hostilities between Hun 
Sen's forces and those loyal 
to deposed First Prime Mi- 
nister Prince Norodom Ra- 
nariddh who was ousted in 
July. 

In a rare press conference 
Sunday, the king appealed 
for both sides to stop fight- 
ing and reconcile with him- 
self as a referee. 

But he noted that Mr. Hun 
Sen had initially rejected 
the idea because he did not 
want the constitutional king 
— • Prince Ranariddh’s fa- 
ther — to involve himself in 
politics or government 
affairs. 

Analysts said it was likely 
that any proposal from Mr. 
Hun Sen would require the 
prince's supporters — now 
battling to retain control of 
their besieged last bastion 
on the Thai border — to lay 
down their weapons and 
renounce they struggle. 

Prince Ranariddh has 
rejected similar conditions 
which were set by Mr. Hun 
Sen Jfthen the prince pro- 
posed a cease-fire to honour 
the return of the king. 


Cambodia’s King Sihanouk smiles as he is mobbed by an adoring crowd prior to a service at a Buddhist temple 
near his residence in the northern town of Siera Reap. The King, who returned to the war-torn country last week, 
said he would pray for peace (Reuter photo! 
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Congolese 
president 
launches 
air raids 


Indian premier wants to meet 
Pakistani counterpart in U.S. 


fokyo holds ai 


against rival 


Karabakh defies Azerbaijan to hold elections 


STEPANAKERT (AFP) — Voters in Nagorno-Karabakh 
headed for the polls Monday for presidential elections in 
defiance of Azerbaijan, with all three candidates supporting 
the ethflic-Armenian enclave’s separatist drive. 

All the candidates have vowed to press for strengthening 
Nagomo Karabakh ’s military capabilities and gaining inter- 
national recognition of its self-declared independence from 
Azerbaijan. 

Widely expected to win the Caucasus region's second 
presidential elections since declaring independence from 
Azerbaijan was Arkady Ghukasyan, foreign minister of the 
republic since 1993, 

Mr. Ghukasyan. 40. who heads Karabakh’s negotiating 
team in talks with Azerbaijan and international mediators, 
said during his campaign; “All forces are united in the effort 
to defend independence." 

Also running were Artur Tovmazyan. the 35-year-old 
speaker of parliament, and Boris Anishanyan, a deputy in 
parliament and a former deputy prime minister. 

The 171 polling booths were to open for Karabakh 's 
89.302 registered voters at 7:00 a.m. (0300 GMT) and close 
at 8:00 p.m. 

Azerbaijan's forces were defeated in a war between 1988 
and 1994 that killed 20.000 people and resulted in the flight 
of the enclave's ethnic-Azeri population. A shaky ceasefire 
has been in effecr since May 1 994. 

The U.S. State Department has said that a new round of 
“very serious" negotiations is expected in September over 
Nagorno-Karabakh. 

Oil-rich Azerbaijan has refused to give up sovereignty and 
branded Monday’s election earlier this month as "illegal." 

However, Vartan Oskanyan. the deputy foreign minister of 
Armenia, which has not recognised Nagorno-Karabakh but 
remains its main lifeline, said the elections would not harm 
the negotiating process. 

“Only an elected authority can hold negotiations in the 
name of the people. Azerbaijan and the international com- 
munity should understand that Nagorno-Karabakh is a 


political and economic independent entity” he said. 

He called Azerbaijan’s protests “a problematic stance 
which hurts the negotiating process.” 

The election was being held to replace Robert Kocharyan, 
the main architect of the fight against Azerbaijan- He was 
first made head of state in 1994. elected president in 1996. 
then named Prime Minister of Armenia proper in March 
this year. 

Mr. Ghukasyan's candidacy has received the support of 
the strongly nationalist Dasbnaktsutyun Party, which was 
banned in Armenia by President Lev Ter-Petrossyan who 
dubbed it a “terrorist" organisation. 

However. Mr. Ghukasyan denied he would have difficult 
relations with Karabakh 's backers in Armenia, saying: 
“Despite this party having problems with the Armenian 
authorities. I cooperate with everybody. To me someone’s 
party affiliation has no importance if he is a patriot and 
thinks about his country.” 

Arkady Sarkisyan, a 47-year-old resident of Stepanakert, 
said he would vote for Mr. Ghukasyan because “he has 
already worked a long time as foreign minister and has 
gained a great deal of diplomatic experience.” 

”1 will vote for Mr. Ghukasyan,” said student Nina 
Akacharyan. "He is a motivated person and knows what the 
Karabakh people want. He heads the delegation to the talks 
and he is known very well both in Azerbaijan and among 
the mediators." 

Grigory Ogandzhanyan. chairman of the Electoral 
Commission, said there were 40 international observers, 
including from Armenia. France. Georgia. Germany. Russia 
and Switzerland. 

He said they were independent observers, or representa- 
tives from non-governmental organisations. 

The Organisation for Security and Cooperation in Europe 
was invited,;but was “unlikely to come.” he said. 

To win. a candidate must get more than 50 per cent of the 
vote. 


China heaps praise on Jiang ahead of congress 


BEIJING (Rj — China has 
praised President Jiang 
Zemin ahead of a crucial 
Communist Party congress, 
crediting the top leader with 
steering the nation into its 
best period in history but 
citing problems such as 
graft and unemployment 

Mr. Jiang, who is also 
chairman of the ruling 
Communist Party, had led 
the nation into stability and 
prosperity since he took 
over tiie reins from late 
paramount leader Deng 
Xiaoping, who died last 
February, Xinhua said in.an 
overnight commentary. 

“China’s reform and 
opening-up drive entered a 
crucial period following 
Deng’s death, with a num- 
ber of deep-rooted contra- 
dictions surfacing," Xinhua 
said 

However, Mr. Jiang and 
the party had overcome the 
difficulties, it said without 
elaborating on the contra- 
dictions. 

Mr. Jiang's achievement 


had “fully displayed the 
ability of China’s collective 
leadership to exercise effec- 
tive control over the overall 
situation,” Xinhua quoted a 
political analyst in Beijing 
as saying. 

A galloping economy, eth- 
nic unity and social stability 
were some of the feathers in 
Mr. Jiang’s cap since he 
took over from Deng, hut 
the new leadership would 
have to tackle many other 
thorny issues, Xinhua quot- 
ed analysts as saying. 

“Unemployment, the low 
efficiency of the national 
economy as a whole and 
corruption are posing the 
most serious challenges” 
Xinhua quoted one political 
analyst as saying. 

China’s official urban job- 
less rate was three per cent 
at the end of 1996, but offi- 
cials have said the actual 
figure was closer to eight 
per cent and is set to climb 
in the next few years as the 
ailing state sector sheds mil- 
lions of redundant workers. 


Many Chinese have com- 
plained that Deng’s eco- 
nomic reforms have resulted 
in rampant official corrup- 
tion and Mr. Jiang, fearing 
graft could threaten the 
party’s grip on power, has 
moved to crack down on 
officials who barter political 
pull for economic gain. 

Xinhua heaped praise on 
Mr. Jiang, hand-picked as 
Deng’s heir, as improving 
on the legacy of his mentor, 
whose market-style reforms 
propelled China from 
socialist backwater to eco- 
nomic powerhouse. 

} “The fact that China is in 
"the midst of its best period 
in history indicares that 
the... Communist Party of 
China's collective leader- 
ship with Mr. Jiang Zemin 
at the core has established 
firm and strong leadership 
over the party and the coun- 
try ” it said. 

Xinhua’s comments came 
less than two weeks before 
the stan of the party’s 15th 
congress, to be held on 


SepL 12 and in which 
China's political elite are 
expected to reshuffle their 
ranks and chan new policies 
for the world’s largest coun- 
try. 

Mr. Jiang. 70. has moved 
to shore up his position as 
Deng’s heir and fend off 
leftists opposed to China's 
capitalist-style reforms, and 
state media frequently urges 
the nation to rally behind 
Mr. Jiang as the core of the 
party leadership. 

Party sources have said 
the congress, the first meet- 
ing in nearly two decades 
without Deng, is set not 
only to endorse Deng’s eco- 
nomic reforms but to push 
for an even faster pace of 
change. 

In the run-up to the meet- 
ing. Mr. Jiang has called for 
greater vigilance against 
leftism, and analysts say he 
plans to push through a 
blueprint for bold but belat- 
ed reforms that could force 
thousands of flagging state 
firms toward bankruptcy. 


KINSHASA (AFP) — 
Forces loyal to Congolese 
President Pascal Lissouba 
Monday carried out air 
raids by helicopter over 
northern parts of the capital 
Brazzaville held by sup- 
i porters of his main rival. 
Denis Sassou Nguesso, an 
independent source told 
i AFP. 

MI-24 helicopters at- 
tacked strongholds of the 
former military ruler early 
in the morning, said the 
source, contacted from Kin- 
shasa. capital of the Democ- 
ratic Republic of Congo 
(DRC) on the opposite 
shore of the Congo River. 

Throughout Sunday af- 
ternoon. Brazzaville was 
shaken by heavy gunfire in 
a fierce battle for control of 
the city coinciding with the 
end of Mr. Lissouba's man- 
date, which has been pro- 
longed by the constitution- 
al court in a move retired' 
General Sassou Nguesso 
has dismissed as illegal. 

Explosions rattled win- 
dows some four kilometres 
away in Kinshasa. 

The fighting broke out 
June 5 when Mr. Lissouba 
attempted to disarm Gen. 
Sassou Nguesso’s militia 
ahead of presidential elec- 
tions scheduled for July 27. 
but which have since been 
postponed indefinitely. 

The death toll is between 
4.000 and 7,000 killed 
according to both sides. 
Brazzaville is now little 
more than a shell -scarred 
wreck, abandoned by many 
of its residents who have 
fled across- the river or to 
other pans of Congo. 

Lissouba loyalists first 
escalated the fighting from 
artillery battles to air raids 
in an initial helicopter 
assault on Aug. 26. 

Gen. Sassou Nguesso rep- 
resentatives sent to peace 
negotiations "in Libreville, 
where Gabonese President 
Omar Bongo is seeking to 
' mediate a settlement, have 
announced that they will no 
longer recognise attempts 
by Brazzaville Mayor 
Bernard Kolelas to mediate 
in the conflict. 

This statement followed 
an announcement Friday 
that 39 political groups, 
including that of Mr. Kole- 
las. had agreed a power- 
sharing arrangement which 
would establish a govern- 
ment of national unity and 
a continuance of existing 
institutions, such as Mr. 
Lissouba’s presidency. 

Gen, Sassou Nguesso’s 
United Democratic Forces 
refused to sign the accord 
and sources in his ranks 
maintain they will not stop 
until Mr. Lissouba is ousted 
Mr. Lissouba went Satur- 
day to Libreville, where he 
was taken by Mr. Bongo to 
the presidential palace to 
meet Organisation for Af- 
rican Unity and U.N. envoy 
Mohammad Sahnoun, who 
is also taking part in the 
mediation efforts. 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — 
Indian Prime Minister Inder 
Kumar Gujral insisted 
Monday that he was keen to 
meet his Pakistani counter- 
part Nawaz Sharif during a 
visit to the United Nations 
this moath. 

Mr. Gujral told parlia- 
ment. in an apparent rever- 
sal of New Delhi’s earlier 
stand: "If an opportunity 
comes (in New York). I will 
be happy to meet him,’’ ad- 
ding that he had held a “use- 
ful meeting” with Mr. Sha- 
rif in the Maldives in May. 

Mr. Gujral ’s comments 
contradicted a statement by 
an Indian government 
spokesman Sunday that the 
Indian and Pakistani pre- 
miers were unlikely to meet 
in New York. 

Mr. Gujral was first repor- 
ted as saying on Aug. 30 
that he would meet with Mr 
Sharif in New York in a bid 
to improve bilateral rela- 
tions. 

Doubts were raised over 
the state of bilateral rela- 
tions after artillery duels 
between the armies of the 
two South Asian rivals on 
their disputed Kashmir 
frontier late last month. 

India said the shelling left 
70 Pakistani soldiers dead 
— a claim denied by Is- 
lamabad. 

The Economic Times and 
other newspapers, however, 
Monday quoted an Indian 


official spokesman here as 
saying that the reports 
Saturday that Mr. Gujral 
would meet Mr. Sharif were 
misleading. 

“The prime minister ... 
had only mentioned about 
the proposed foreign secre- 
tary-level talks between 
India and Pakistan.” the 
official reportedly said. 
“There was no mention of 
talks at the prime ministeri- 
al level.” 

Mr. Gujral is scheduled to 
visit New York Sept. 20-22 
to address the United Na- 
tions. He was originally to 
go later in the month but 
postponed the visit at Wa- 
shington’s request to meet 
U.S. President Bill Clinton. 

Mr. Gujral also said Mon- 
day that the foreign secre- 
taries of India and Pakistan, 
bitter South Asian rivals 
that have fought three wars 
since 1947, would go ahead 
with their meeting in New 
Delhi next month. 

“We have suggested the 
dates to Pakistan. Their 
response is awaited." 

Mr. Gujral said New Del- 
hi desired “strong ties of 
friendship and cooperation 
with all neighbouring coun- 
tries.” 

He reiterated that he had 
told the U.S. that he did not 
wish to discuss Indo-Pakis- 
tani relations with Mr. Clin- 
ton and wanted to confine 
the agenda to bilateral is- 


sues between New Delhi 
and Washington. 

"There is much to be dis- 
cussed between the two 
large, democracies," the 
prime minister added. T am 
looking forward to substan- 
tive discussions (with Mr. 
Clinton)” 

The foreign secretaries of 
India and Pakistan are due 
to meet in Nevv Delhi this 
month to pursue a dialogue 
which started in March after 
a gap of three years. 

Meanwhile, police in Pa- 
kistan-controlled Azad 
{Free) Kashmir said Mon- 
day Indian mortar fire ac- 
ross the line di\ iding Kash- 
mir killed a civilian. 

They said 26-year-old 
Mohammad Reeyaz was 
killed Sunday evening when 
what they called an 'unpro- 
voked barrage of mortar 
bombs fell on rhe border 
village of Leepa, 55 kilome- 
tres northwest of ihe state 
capital Muzaffarabad. 

Military activity along the 
720-kilometre line of con- 
trol has subsided since last 
month's artillery and mortar 
exchanges in which at least 
13 people were killed on 
both sides. 

India and Pakistan ac- 
cused one another of pro- 
voking the artillery battles 
ahead of a third round of 
bilateral peace talks expect- 
ed to take place in mid- 
September in New Delhi. 
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18 drown in Kinshasa rape, shooting tragedy 


KINSHASA (R) — Eigh- 
teen people drowned in a 
crowded swimming pool at 
a resort near the capita] of 
the Democratic Republic of 
the Congo Sunday follow- 
ing a rape and shooting inci- 
dent, police said. 

Police Inspector Raus 
Cbaiwe told Reuters the 
tragedy at the Nsele Resort, 
about 40 kilometres outside 
Kinshasa, occurred when 
soldiers fired in the air in a 
bid to save a girl who was 
being raped. 

Panic swept through the 
pool, packed mainly with 
students .and school-chil- 
dren. resulting in the deaths, 
he said. 

“A girl who was being 
raped called out for help 
from nearby soldiers who 
fired into the air and in all 
J 8 people were drowned in 
the resulting panic,” Mr. 
Chal-we said. 


Nsele is a popular week- 
end spot for thousands of 
school-children. students 
and other day trippers from 
Kinshasa, particularly dur- 
ing school holidays. 

Situated on the Congo Ri- 
ver, Nsele has an Olympic- 
sized swimming pool, res- 
taurants and bars, as well as 
one of the palaces of the 
former Zaire’s ousted dicta- 
tor Mobutu Sese Seko. 

Mr. Chalwe said the men 
responsible for the rape and 
the soldiers who fired in the 
air provoking the drowning 
had been arrested. 

The bodies of those who 
drowned were brought to 
the morgue at Kinshasa's 
General Hospital Sunday 
evening. 

A witness said large num- 
bers* of people around tiie 
swimming pool jumped in 
terror into the water when 
the soldiers opened fire to 


stop the rape. 

‘They were shooting in 
the air and the young peo- 
ple, some of whom couldn’t 
swim, jumped in. There 
were too many people in the 
pool and even some of those 
who could swim drowned." 
the witness said. 

Many inhabitants of 
Kinshasa are still nervous in 
the presence of soldiers 
from President Laurent Ka- 
bila's army three months 
after they toppled Mr. Mo- 
butu government following 
a seven- month nation-wide 
military campaign. 

Soldiers from both Mr. 
Kabila's forces and Mr. 
Mobutu's defeated army 
contribute to chronic inse- 
curity and unrest in the 
sprawling capital, where 
incidents of shootings and 
violence occur on a daily 
basis. 
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New Zealand may buy used U.S. frigates 


WELLINGTON (R) — New 
Zealand is to study tiie possi- 
ble purchase of wo used 
U.S. frigates as a low-cost 
alternative to buying new 
ones from Australia, a 
spokesman for Prime Minis- 
ter Jim Bolger said Monday. 

Wellington already has an 
option, valid until the end of 
November, to buy two more 
ANZAC frigates for about 
500 million New Zealand 
dollars i$318 million) each, 
to add to two already or- 
dered. 

‘‘Officials are going to the 
United States, at the invita- 
tion of the American govern- 
ment. to have a look at other 


options, and cabinet feels 
this is a rational and com- 
pelling reason to visit the 
United States.” the spokes- 
man told Reuters. 

“But it doesn’t imply that 
it is necessarily going to 
affect the present ANZAC 
frigate option.” he added. 

The visit is likely to delay 
an already late review, called 
the 1996 New Zealand De- 
fence Assessment, which is 
now expected to be complet- 
ed by October. 

According to the New 
Zealand Press Association 
(NZPA). defence officials 
are due to fly to Hawaii in 
the next few days to assess 


two Oliver Hazard Perry- 
class frigates. 

A political source told Reu- 
ters the U.S. frigates were 
probably on offer at about 
140 million New Zealand 
dollars l$S9 million) each. 

The U.S. Navy has saidthe 
Perry-class ships were 
designed to be cost-efficient 
but “lack the multi-missis 
capability necessary & 
modern surface combaianis 
faced with multiple bigb’ 
technology threats.” 

NZPA reported the pair uj 
offer are about 15 years oI , 
and are of similar si# ; 
capability to the AN*A 
type, but need 40 more 
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Japanese schoolchildren wear protective headgear, both flameproof and waterproof, as they assemble in an anti- 
earthquake drill at a Tokyo elementary school on Disaster Prevention Day Monday. The day marks the anniver- 
sary of the 1923 great Kanto earthquake which left some 140,000 dead and about 100,000 injured (Reuter photo) 


Tokyo holds annual earthquake drill 


Bosnian hardliners defy Plavsic 


BANJA LUKA, Bosnia (R) 
— Bosnian Serb hardliners 
held on to key police sta- 
tions in the northeast and 
east and President Biljana 
Plavsic said infiltrators 
from Yugoslavia were help- 
ing them. 

Western officials said 
Sunday that nationalist 
hardliners opposed to Ms. 
Plavsic remained in control 
of police forces in the con- 
tested towns of Bijeljina 
and Brcko, where an angry 
mob attacked U.S. soldiers 
last week, injuring two. 

The soldiers, pan of the 
NATO-led Stabilisation 
Force (SFOR) in Bosnia, 
had been trying to install 
officers sympathetic to Ms. 
Plavsic to run the Brcko po- 
lice station, but were taken 
by surprise by an angry mob 
throwing petrol bombs and 
bricks. 

Ms. Plavsic, speaking to 
reporters after a meeting 
with U.S. diplomat Robert 
Farrand, said criminals had 
been bussed in from neigh- 
bouring Yugoslavia for the 
riot in Brcko. 

“To take such . irresponsi- 
ble action there, driving in 
criminals from Yugoslavia 
... and then put women and 
children up front as shields 


is insane and amoral for any 
normal man,” said Ms. 
Plavsic, who did not identi- 
fy who she thought was 
responsible. 

Ms. Plavsic, who has 
Western support, is locked 
in a struggle for control of 
Bosnian Serb state institu- 
tions with the hardliners 
loyal to indicted war crimi- 
nal and former Bosnian 
Serb President Radovan Ka- 
radzic. 

Mr. Farrand, the Western- 
appointed supervisor for 
Brcko, a town whose fate 
was left open under the 
Dayton Peace Accords end- 
ing the Bosnian war, also 
said outsiders were in- 
volved but stopped short of 
naming a country. 

“We are absolutely certain 
that those who organised 
this, those who took part in 
this contrived violence, 
were from outside Brcko,” 
he said after talks with Ms. 
Plavsic in her Banja Luka 
headquarters. 

“When I say outsiders. 
I’m not only talking about 
persons from outside Brcko, 
I’m talking outside Bosnia- 
Herzegovina. By that. I 
mean persons from another 
country.” 

Asked if he was referring 


to Yugoslavia, he said: 
“Draw your own conclu- 
sions." 

Yugoslav President Slobo- 
dan Milosevic, chief patron 
of the Bosnian Serbs, has 
been under severe pressure 
from the international com- 
munity, and the U.S. in par- 
ticular, to back Ms. Plavsic 
but so far has refused to do 
SO. 

The Western officials fa- 
miliar with the situation in 
the east said hardliners were 
maintaining roadblocks in a 
500 square metre area 
around the main police sta- 
tion in Bijeljina, another 
town where SFOR troops 
tried to change the police 
command- 

The Karadzic loyalists 
were having to rely on 
strong-arm tactics to retain 
their authority in towns in 
the northeast and eastern 
areas of Serb territory, the 
officials said. 

The officials said young 
men had been bussed into 
Bijeljina last week to help 
man roadblocks against 
NATO peacekeeping troops. 

U_N. police monitors had 
resumed patrolling in 
Brcko, where their offices 
were ransacked in the riots 
and more than 20 vehicles 


destroyed. 

But international organi- 
sations were keeping a low 
profile and had evacuated 
their personnel after the vio- 
lence that erupted last week. 

Brcko is located at a bot- 
tleneck between the eastern 
and western parts of Serb- 
held Bosnia and its fate was 
so sensitive it was left unre- 
solved at the Dayton peace 
conference in 1995- 

Hardliners loyal to Mr. 
Karadzic have been fighting 
to retain influence over the 
police, state television and 
the array arid have been 
irked by Western controls 
and supervision that will be 
in place for municipal elec- 
tions in two weeks’ time. 

Aleksa Buha, the acting 
president of the hardliners’ 
SDS party, said in Brcko 
that the party “will nor take 
part in the elections unless 
the electoral regulations and 
conditions are changed,” a 
report by the hardliner-con- 
trolled Serbian Republic 
News Agency said. 

He accused the interna- 
tional community of double 
standards in the registration 
of voters and said electoral 
regulations had been tai- 
lored and rewritten. 


TOKYO (R) — Japanese 
Prime Minister Ryutaro Ha- 
shimoto donned a khaki 
uniform and took the lead 
Monday as some 7.5 mil- 
lion people in Tokyo and 
surrounding regions held 
annual earthquake drills. 

The drills, held every year 
on the anniversary of the 
deadly 1923 great Kamo 
earthquake, assume a major 
quake has hit the Tokyo 
metropolitan area, home to 
12 million people. 

Japan, where thousands of 
minor tremors occur daily 
and several big earthquakes 
hit every year, has beefed up 
disasier preparation and 
response since an earth- 
quake devastated the west- 


ern city of Kobe in January, 
1995. killing 6,000 people. 

A slow central govern- 
ment response to the Kobe 
earthquake- and its resulting 
fires, and poor communica- 
tion between Tokyo and the 
affected regional govern- 
ments, were cited by expens 
as adding to the loss of life 
and increased property da- 
mage. 

To overcome such glitch- 
es, Monday's drills focused 
on speedy information gath- 
ering. with the prime minis- 
ter's official residence serv- 
ing as the crisis manage- 
ment centre. 

After morning warnings 
by seismic experts of irregu- 
lar movements in the 


Earth's crust along the vol- 
canic zone off the Pacific 
Coast southeast of the capi- 
tal. Mr. Hashimoto held a 
mock news conference to 
inform his nation that disas- 
ter hod struck at noon. 

It was at 1 1 :5S a.m. on 
Sept. 1. 1923. that the great 
Kamo earthquake struck, 
killing more than 140.000 
in Tokyo and its vicinity. 
Kanto is the region of east- 
ern Japan surrounding the 
capital. 

"Roads, railroads and 
other public facilities are 
damaged, and fires have 
broken out in a number of 
places. Buildings have col- 
lapsed over a wide area and 
there are dead or missing." 


said Mr. Hashimoto, 
dressed in a khaki uniform. 

He then boarded a heli- 
copter to join mock rescues 
and other drills in the near- 
by pen city of Yokohama, 
assumed to be badly dam- 
aged by the quake. 

In schools throughout Ja- 
pan. most of which reo- 
pened Monday after sum- 
mer recess, children prac- 
tised evacuating classrooms 
or ducking under their 
desks. 

The drills are expected to 
involve 12 million people 
— one-temh of Japan's pop-, 
ulation — by the end of dis- 
aster prevention week Fri- 
day. 


Medieval monks used anaesthetics — Scottish scientists 


EDINBURGH (Rj — 
Scientists searching the site 
of a medieval hospital south 
of Edinburgh said Sunday 
they had found evidence 
that monks who ran it used 
crude anaesthetics and dis- 
infectants hundreds of y ears 
before they became general- 
ly known. 

Digging uncovered blood 
pits, surgical waste and nar- 
cotics used to stupefy casu- 
alties from more than SO 
armies that fought over the 
bleak area around Soutru 
Hill for hundreds of years. 

Recent excavations re- 


vealed two surgical wards 
where amputations were 
performed with crude ins- 
truments on patients anaes- 
thetised with opium and 
hemlock. Traces of an anal- 
gesic ointment made of 
opium and lard and a disin- 
fectant ointment laced with 
arsenic were also found. 

Dr. Brian Moffat, leader 
of the team working on the 
sire for nearly 12 years, said 
DNA samples showed epi- 
demics and diseases such as 
anthrax were prevalent in 
the area. 

Blood-stained instruments 


had been discovered, as had 
a blood pit where the results 
of more than 1.500 blood- 
letting operations had been 
dumped. 

Dr. Moffat said remains of 
stunted still-born infants 
found in a secret burial 
place indicated illegal abor- 
tions. even though religious 
rules forbade monks from 
treating pregnant women or 
having anything to do with 
childbirth. 

The hospital was founded 
by Augusiinian monks in 
1 165 and flourished for near- 
ly 400 years until the dissolu- 


tion of the monasteries. 

It sat just off the main 
north-south route in a deso- 
late. windswept area about 
32 kilometres south of the 
Scottish capital where thou- 
sands of men and horses 
died in bitter medieval bat- 
tles. 

According to contempo- 
rary records, Soutra was the 
largest hospital north of the 
English city of York. It had 
immense walls and covered 
a vast area but the stones 
were carried off to build 
houses and farms and only a 
burial chapel remains. 


Scientists find new sub-atomic particle 


WASHINGTON (R) — 
Physicists said Monday 
they had found evidence of 
a new kind of subatomic 
particle, which they said 
helped validate the core 
theory of modem physio. 

The new particle, an exot- 
ic meson, was found after 
five years of slamming 
atoms together in a particle 
accelerator, they reported 
in the journal Physical 
Review Letters. 

"To find evidence of a 


particle that has never been 
detected before, and one 
that’s so important to our 
understanding of elemen- 
tary physics, is hugely sat- 
isfying " said Suh-L-rk 
China of Brookhaven Na- 
tional Laboratory in upton 
New York, who worked on 
the project. 

The experiment known 
as ES52. involved hitting 
liquid hydrogen with an 18- 
bil lion -electron -volt parti- 
cle beam in a multi-particle 


spectrometer. 

“This is a very important 
observation." said Ted 
Barnes of the University of 
Tennessee and Oak Ridge 
National Laboratory, who 
commented on the find- 
ings. 

"TheorisLs have predicted 
the existence of exotic 
hybrid mesons, which con- 
tain both quarks and glu- 
ons. *.ince the late 1970s. 
but E852 may have found 
the' smoking gun for their 


existence. It's a benchmark 
that will set the mathemati- 
cal scales for future experi- 
mentation and study." 

Sub-atomic particles 
known as baryons and me- 
sons are made up of even 
smaller bits called quarks 
and anuquarks. They are 
held together by gluons. 

They are too small to 
actually see. so scientists 
test their existence by using 
the particle accelerators. 


Hong Kong’s Tung steps 


out on diplomatic forays 


lit INC! KONG <R i — Hong 
Kong's leader Tung Chee- 
Hwa, ill office tor two 
nu mil ss. steps out this week 
on a global diplomatic offen- 
sive to woo friends in Asia. 
North America. Europe. 

Mr. Tung's first foray 
Wednesday » ill he to Mala- 
y si.i and Singapore, which 
share Hong Kong's cx- 
Bntish colonial heritage. 

Later in the month he will 
visit the United Slates to try 
to coniine* President Bill 
Clinton and congressional 
leader' that Hung Kong has 
remained a free and open 
international city since it be- 
came a quasi -autonomous 
capitalist teuton of China on 
July i. 

luiriy next month. Mr. 
Turn? is scheduled to make a 
similar trip lo Japan, then to 
Europe for his first visit to 
Hon;! Kune"* former colo- 
nial master, Britain. and to 
the European Union in Brus- 
sels lo seek v isa concessions 
for Hong Kong residents. 

Oil i he cards soon after- 
wards, diplomats said, was a 
join’ visit to Canada with 
China’s President Jiang Ze- 
min for a summit of the Asia 


Pacific Economic Coopera- 
tion i APEC i Forum. 

The Beijing-appointed 
Tung's first two months in 
office have been marked by 
;in atmosphere of all change 
but no change. 

No dramatic political up- 
heavals have taken place. 
Diplomatic .squabbles bet- 
ween Britain anil China have 
petered nut. 

Mr. lung's popularity has 
climbed steadily in the polls 
In an $2 per cent approval 
rating, ahead of all party 
political figures. 

But hjs government i** far 
less popular in the polls than 
the former colonial adminis- 
tration of then Governor 
Chris Patten. 

Savaged by the media be- 
fore the handover. Mr. Tung 
still gets an uncomplimenta- 
ry press because of his step* 
to slash democracy and la- 
bour rights and to introduce 
an election law that would 
sideline pro-democracy par- 
ties. 

But this will not bother his 
discussion partners in Ma- 
laysia and Singapore, 
staunch defenders of ".Asian 

values" and no friends of the 


free press or full-blown 
democracy. 

They will be preoccupied 
with the South East Asian 
financial markets crisis that 
has seen regional currencies 
and shares take a dramatic 
nosedive after speculative 
attacks in recent weeks. 

Hong Kong's concern for 
the crisis was underlined 
when it coughed up SI bil- 
lion for a Thai financial res- 
cue package. 

On Mr. Tung's first stop in 
Kuala Lumpur, he will meet 
Prime Minister Mahathir 
Mohammad, who lashed »>ut 
at the West and at U.S. fi- 
nancier George Soros lari 
month, accusing them of 
conspiring to cause South 
East Asia's markets crisis. 
Mr. Soros has denied this. 

Mr. Tung has endorsed Mr. 
Mahathir's call to change a 
United Nations human rights 
declaration to allow more 
inputs from developing na- 
tions. "I am sympathetic to 
this argument. I really am,” 
Mr. Tung said recently. 

Mr. Tung will move on to 
Singapore Thursday to meet 
Prime Minister Goh Cnok 
Tong and elder statesman 


Lee Kuan Yew, who he has 
often listed as one of his 
most admired leaders. 

Mr. Tung has expressed 
approval of Singapore’s no- 
ted social security schemes, 
education facilities and gov- 
ernment-provided housing 
estates, which he plans to 
tour during his visit 

Singapore has been eyed 
by people in Hong Kong ci- 
ther as a potential rival 
where companies might shift 
their operations if Hong 
Kong went badly awry after 
the handover, or as a post- 
colonial development model 
in follow. 

Singapore’s consul-gener- 
al here. Chan Heng-Wing. 
however, said that despite 
Mr. Tung’s admiration for 
Mr. Lee. Mr. Tung was not 
tiy ing lo reshape his territory 
on Singapore lines. 

"The political imperatives 
of rhe two cities arc quite 
different. We are a multi- 
racial city and a multi-racial 
population. I think it’s not so 
easy to make such a compar- 
ison “ Mr. Qian told a Hong 
Kong newspaper last week- 
end. 


South Korean ruling party 
seeks amnesty for Chun, Roh 


Taiwan’s 
new premier 
ready for 
talks with 
China 

TAJUPEI (AFP) — Taiwan's 
newly inaugurated Premier 
Vincent Slew said Monday 
he was ready to reopen talks 
with Beijing to imp-rove 
strained relations bet-ween 
the two rival nations. 

Mr. Siew, who was offi- 
cially appointed Thursday, 
called for patience, toler- 
ance and goodwill between 
the two longtime rival?;. 

He said Taipei was ready 
to negotiate with Beijing 
whenever China decided to 
resume top-level talks, 
which were suspended in 
mid- 1 995 after the Tai- 
wan’s President Lee Teng- 
hui made a trip to the Uni- 
ted States. 

“If the two sides of the 
Taiwan Strait would exer- 
cise patience and tolerance, 
based on sincerity and 
goodwill, the development 
of bilateral relations would 
be more stable and posi- 
tive,” Mr. Siew told a press 
conference after his cabinet 
was sworn in here Monday. 

He also called for an 
exchange of visits by top 
leaders between Taipei and 
Beijing "under the princi- 
ples of dignity and respect” 
to create a harmonious cli- 
mate across the Taiwan 
Strait. 

The former lawmaker and 
economics minister urged 
Beijing to stop isolating 
Taiwan in the international 
community, saying a more 
relaxed arritude would lead 
to favourable conditions for 
eventual reunification. 

“Our pragmatic foreign 
policy does not mean to 
challenge China, but a must 
for continued national 
development, for survival. 
“Mr. Siew said. 

The activities of a vital 
counuy like Taiwan — the 
world’s 19th largest eco- 
nomic power and 14th 
biggest trading nation — 
should not be wrongly 
interpreted as moves pro- 
moting "one China, one 
Taiwan" or "two Chinas," 
he stud. 

But Mr. Siew said he still 
had to ask leading local en- 
terprises to reevaluate their 
investment projects in the 
mainland “to avoid political 
risks." 

‘The cross-strait political 
climate has been freezing 
but business exchanges 
have been boiling ... inves- 
tors are facing higher risks 
under such a situation ” he 
said. 

Authorities here have 
urged big firms to hold back 
their major investment 
plans in China, after Beijing 
staged military exercises 
near Taiwan in 1995. 

Beijing also suspended 
bilateral talks at the same 
time in protest at Lee’s visit 
to the U.S.. accusing him of 
promoting independence 
for the island. 


SEOUL (R) — South Ko- 
rea’s ruling party will seek 
an amnesty for former Pre- 
sidents Chun Doo Hwan 
and Roh Tae-Woo, who 
were jailed for mutiny, trea- 
son and corruption, a party 
spokesman said Monday. 

The Supreme Court in Ap- 
ril upheld a lower appeals 
court decision last Decem- 
ber to commute Mr. Chun’s 
death sentence to life in jail 
and Mr. Roh’s twenty-two- 
and-a-half-year prison term 
to 17 years for their roles in 
a 1979 coup and an army 
massacre in 1980. 

Lee Hoi-Cbang, candidate 
of the ruling New Korea 
Party for presidential elec- 
tions in December, will for- 
mally ask President Kim 
Young-Sam Thursday to 
grant an amnesty for Mr. 
Chun and Mr. Roh soon, he 
said. 

“The move is part of the 
party’s efforts to promote 
grand unity” he said. 

Party officials said Mr. 
Lee was expected to ask Mr. 
Kim to announce a clemen- 
cy order for the former pres- 
idents wi thin two weeks. 

Political analysts said Mr. 
Lee was trying to boost his 
chances at December presi- 
dential elections by appeal- 


ing to conservatives as he 
battled a controversy invol- 
ving his two sons, who were 
exempted from a mandatory 
30-month military service 
on grounds that they were 
underweight. 

Mr. Lee’s popularity has 
plunged since opposition 
parties alleged late in July 
that the sons deliberately 
lost weight to avoid the ser- 
vice. Mr. Lee has denied the 
allegation. 

Mr. Lee, a former Sup- 
reme Court judge, had been 
widely tipped to win in the 
elections but recent popu- 
larity polls have shown Mr. 
Lee is now lagging behind 
Kim Dae-Jung, candidate 
for the main opposition Na- 
tional Congress for New 
Politics. 

One survey published by 
the leading Dong-All Bo 
newspaper showed Mr. Kim 
won support from 24.8 per 
cent of 2,200 South Ko- 
reans polled in the past 
week, while Mr. Lee se- 
cured 16.2 per cent. Nearly 
41 per cent polled were un- 
decided. 

The remainder backed 
candidates of two minor 
opposition party candidates 
— former Prime Minister 
Kim Jong-Pii and Seoul 


Mayor Cho Soon. 

Another newspaper . poll 
showed Kim Dae-Jung lea- 
ding with 32.0 per cent sup- 
port against Mr. Lee’s 24.4 
per cent. 

Mr. Kim Dae-Jung, who 
has been trying to erase an 
image as a radical, said last 
week he would also support 
an amnesty for Mr. Chun 
and Mr Rob. 

A group of South Korean 
lawyers Monday issued a 
statement, “strongly oppos- 
ing” amnesty for Mr. Chun 
and Mr. Roh. 

“Politicians should stop 
the unprincipled attempt to 
grant amnesty for the two 
convicted former presidents 
simply to gain votes,” it 
said. 

The sentences against the 
ex-presidents relate to a 
coup that thrust then army 
General Chun to power and 
an army massacre in the 
southwestern city of Kwang- 
ju that crushed democratic 
opposition and left deep 
scars on the nation. 

They were also convicted 
in last year’s “trial of the 
century” of amassing hun- 
dreds of millions of dollars 
in slush funds from busi- 
nessmen while in office. 


Hollywood joins outcry over 
paparazzi following Diana death 


LOS ANGELES (AFP) — Hollywood ce- 
lebrities joined the outcry Sunday over 
paparazzi photographers that some blamed 
for the death of Britain's Princess Diana in 
a Paris car crash. 

The 36-year-old Princess of Wales, million- 
aire Dodi A1 Fayed, 41 , and their driver were 
killed when therr speeding car hit a concrete 
pillar and caromed off a Paris tunnel as they 
were trying to shake photographers on motor- 
cycle. 

Film star Tom Cruise said in a telephone 
call ro CNN, "I've actually been in that same 
runnel being chased by paparazzi, and they 
run lights and chase you and harass you the 
whole time and it happens all over the world.” 

Hollywood publicist Michael Levine mean- 
while pledged to lead an effort to change laws 
to appropriately punish what he called “the 
criminal behavior of stalking tabloid journal- 
ists.” 

“What these photographers did in Paris ... 
was to contribute to murder," said Mr Levine. 

Mr. Levine, who once represented Holly- 
wood producer Fayed and celebrities includ- 
ing Michael Jackson, expressed outrage at the 
‘Totally unnecessary loss of innocent life.” 

“I have witnessed the behavior of the 
tabloids go from obnoxious to criminal in die 
last few years." said Mr. Levine. 'I’m frankly 
surprised that something like this didn’t hap- 
pen sooner.” 

"This problem cries out for an economic in 
addition to a criminal solution," said Mr. 
Levine. “If media owners understand that new 
laws could hold them responsible for their 
agents gross behavior, things will change 
promo.” 

Los Angeles psychologist Robert Buner- 
wonh said the public’s insatiable appetite for 
celebrity coverage may ultimately be respon- 
sible for photographers' acts of excess and the 
ensuing tragic incidents. 

"We have become a society of voyeurs, 
gobbling up as much scandal as we are fed,” 
he said. “It is time ro kick tins perverted habit 
before others are killed.” 

Paparazzi have long plagued celebrities in 
Hollywood and around the world Many stars 


say they had to take evasive action to protect 
their privacy. 

Actor Alec Baldwin was cleared of assault 
charges by a sympathetic jury after he decked 
a photographer stalking him and his wife Kim 
Basinger as they were returning Iasi year from 
the hospital with their newborn to their home. 

The late Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis had to 
go to court to get a restraining order to keep a 
particularly persistent photographer outside a 
certain distance from her. 

When Madonna gave birth, photographers 
stalked the hospital and kept a round-the- 
clock vigil at her Los Angeles home hoping to 
get what was called the first “million dollar" 
picture of the baby. 

Named after a photographer character in 
Fellini’s 1960 film. La Dolce Vita, the 
paparazzi profession is sometimes lucrative, 
as witnessed by the estimated S5 million 
pocketed by Italian photographer Mario 
Brenna for his pictures of Diana kissing 
Fayed several weeks ago. 

But editors of tabloids scrambled for the 
moral high ground following the tragedy. 

Stephen Coz, editor of the National Enqui- 
rer, one of the most popular U.S. tabloids, 
called for a boycott of pictures by photogra- 
phers who were following the car that crashed 
in Paris and killed Diana, and said the photos 
were’ being offered for SI million. 

"There’s a difference between observing 
celebrities and hunting them down," Mr. Coz 
told NBC Television. "It’s something that the 
Enquirer takes a strong stance against. We 
had nothing to do with those motorcycle- 
chasing paparazzis, and the world press 
should not buy these photos.” 

Mr. Coz blamed the events on a small con- 
tingent of what he called “stalkarazzi," who 
should be shunned by all media. 

Britain’s best selling Sunday tabloid, the 
News Of The World, said, it had refused to 
buy photos of Diana trapped in the mangled 
limousine after the crash. 

Seven photographers in Paris were detained 
for questioning in connection with their role 
in the incident 










6 Opinion & Analysis 


Jordan limes. 


Jordan Times The View from the Fourth Circle 


By Rami G. 


nVxfctn Anh poMsd pMiM m h. At *04 Fountain* 

fauntamJ IWM 

i*jjVi «.■■■ •* * >>' irrl~H. jm «lt ■ i. X i_j» v.* 


Chairman of the Board of Directors: 

MAHMOUD AL KAY ED 
Director General; 

MOHAMMAD AMAD 
Editor-m-Cluef: 

GEORGE S. HAWATMEH 

Editorial and advertising offices : 

Jordan Press Foundation, 

University Rond, P.O. Box 6710, Amman, Jordan. 

Telephones: <84311. <9904 
Telex: 21497 ALKAI JO 

Facsimile: 696183 

The Jordan Times is published daily except Fridays. 
Subscription and advertising rates are available front the 
Jordan Tunes advertising department. 


Tragedy speaks volumes 


AS IS dearly evident from the letters published on this 
page, and the numerous phone calls the newspaper 
received yesterday, many of our readers Mamed the press, 
especially die sensational tabloids, for the tragic and 
untimely loss of Diana, Princess of Wales. Those who 
wrote and called pointed to the poor taste involved in 
using the wrong picture of the late princess in oar news- 
paper on the back page of yesterday’s issue, and rightly 
so. For Princess Diana should not be remembered only as 
the glamorous person sbe was, and certainly not on the 
day foDowing her shocking death, but for her humanitar- 
ian work and significant achievements with which she 
won the hearts of the international comnranity. 

At a time when the whole world mourns her loss, the 
accusing finger that has been pointed at tbe kind of press 
which hounded her from the day she started her pohfic 
fife all the way to her death, has to be recognised. Tbe 
problem of tbe so-called “paparazzi” and their contmned 
trespassing on privacy have been debated for decades, 
but tbe tragedy has brought the whole issue of “yeflow” 
journalism, once again, to tbe fore. 

But blame should not be shouldered by the press alone. 
For one thing, and as His Majesty King Hussein pointed 
out yesterday, most journalists are responsible people and 
Ihe press as such cannot always be tbe culprit in people’s 
woes. Secondly, if it was not for tbe great popular demand 
for coverage ofher news and the need for celebrities gen- 
erally to be seen and read about in the media, there would 
not be such a big price to pay as in this case. 

The paparazzi, whose wild actions we do not condone, 
would not run after tbe pictures if they were not worth a 
tremendous amount of money. Tbe price paid for sensa- 
tional or revealing photos is only a fraction of what the 
publication makes after seffing a newspaper with exclu- 
sivity rights of what the public wants to see. Again, most 
of us are against tbe ranmercialisation of the press. But, 
evidently, various political systems and structures cannot 
be said to have found the right alternative, the right bal- 
ance, having looked for an easy way for so long. 

The demand for tightening the ropes on laws governing 
the press are rightfully emotional at this time, especially 
if proven to be behind Diana's death. It is not necessarily 
the solution, however It mist be remembered that 
Sunday's tragedy occurred in France, a country whose 
laws governing privacy are amongst the toughest in the 
world. Additionally, if strict laws were to bring a stop to 
investigative reporting, not only public figures would ben- 
efit from such laws, but criminals as wdL 

Diana, as a woman and a princess, was not able to 
remove with her bare hands landmines that have maimed 
and decapitated civilians aO over tbe world. It was tbe 
media which followed Diana everywhere that brought the 
problem out into the open. It was the media that pub- 
lished her photograph holding the hand of an AIDS vic- 
tim bringing to the attention of people everywhere the 
humanitarian aspect of tbe disease. If it was not for die 
media, we would have known little about what the 
princess represented and stood for. As the world debates 
the reasons behind her tragic loss, it pays to wait and hear 
from her bodyguard, who survived the crash, Ms version 
of what actually happened, particularly that news filter- 
ing fnmi Franre yerterday spoke of the alcohol level in the 
driver’s blood being significantly higher than permitted. 

Under any and all circumstances, the untimely death of 
Princess Diana cannot but be a real loss, not only for her 
children and family but also for aD those who believed, 
and still do, in the necessity of the humanitarian work 
that sbe so admirably undertook and carried out, often 
under difficult conditions. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A WRITER for Ai Ra’i daily strongly criticised the United 
Nations Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA) for what he 
said was its failure to exert sufficient efforts to raise funds 
from the donor nations to cover the deficit in its 1997 fiscal 
budget. UNRWA should make it clear to the donor nations 
and the United Nations that it stands responsible for the 
agency which was created by the U.N. organisation under 
Resolution 194 of 1951 and should continue to cater to the 
refugees’ needs until their problem has been resolved, said 
Izzcddin Man as rah. The writdr said the refugees’ problem 
has not been solved, neither fiave they been offered com- 
pensation or the option to return to their homeland. By 
resorting to Arab countries for help the agency is perhaps 
trying to transform the Palestinian refugee problem into a 
regional issue, he added. Under the austerity programme 
adopted by the agency, in view of the $20 million deficit 
for this year, refugee schoolchildren will be paying tuition 
fees, hospitalisation programmes will be reduced to a min- 
imum and appointment of teachers will be frozen, noted 
the writer. He suggested that the Jordanian government 
allow the refugees in Jordan to stage a demonstration dur- 
ing a meeting by donor nations in Amman this month to 
express their protest over the agency's reduction of its ser- 
vices and its shirking of responsibilities towards them. 


A WRITER for AI Custom* criticised Abdul Hadi Majali. 
the former deputy from Karak, for announcing dial he has 
been nominated to run for the coming elections on behalf 
of the Majali dan. Oreib Rintawi said that Mr. Majali, who 
heads the National Constitutional Pam; should have been 
nominated by his own party, whose programmes must be 
geared towards serving the whole country and not a limit- 
ed clan or group. We have been shocked to hear this 
announcement because it is not possible for the candidate 
to reconcile the clan’s demands with those of the nation as 
a whole and because there will be no meaning left for the 
political party he represents, added the writer. He said that 
by siding with one clan, a candidate can by no means seek 
reforms dial benefit the society p a whole because in this 
case, the candidate will be inclined to favour tribal links 
over all other social and civic considerations, according to 
the writer. 


A Jewish paradox’s co-protagonists and joint victi 


TEL AVIV, Israel — By coincidence, I was here in Israel 
I for a few days attending to family matters during the com- 
I memoration of the 100th anniversary of the Basle 
Conference of August 29, 1897, which marked the formal 
launch of modern political Zionism. While here, I could 
I not help but observe Israeli society with a critical eye, hy- 
ing to appreciate both its good and bad points, and trying 
to see it from both the Israeli and Arab perspectives. I 
stayed with cousins in old Jaffa, and met regularly with 
both Jewish and Palestinian-Arab citizens of Israel, usu- 
ally in relaxed, non-confrontational contexts that provid- 
ed valuable opportunities for serious discussion and 
mutual learning. 1 came away from the experience with 
the following observations: 

1. The complexity’ and continuing transformation of 
Israeli society require that the Arab World see, study and 
address it with far more depth and sophistication than has 
been the case to date. Whatever Israel is, it is not mono- 
lithic or homogeneous. On all levels — demography, race, 
ethnicity, religiosity, ideology, lifestyle, social values — 
the Israeli society is continuously changing and is becom- 
ing characterised by ever greater fragmentation and com- 
partmentalisation among its citizens. The often heard 
statements that “all the Jews" believe this or that or that 
“all Israelis” want this or that seem to me factually wrong 
and politically immature. 

You have to spend only a few hours walking through the 
streets of this city to appreciate two important phenome- 
na: a) the rich, often eccentric, almost dizzying variety of 
citizens of the Israeli state who are easily categorised into 
a long list of indigenous dichotomies, such as Secular- 
Orthodox, Ashkenazi-Sepbanfi. Jewish- 

Muslim/Christian/Arab. rich-poor. Israeli-immigrant, tra- 
ditional-modem, Israel-occupied Palestinian, liberal-con- 
servative, Labour/left-LLkud/right, hawkish-dovish, and 
several others; and, b) the peculiar brand of rather cold 
pluralism and tolerance that allows these very different 
groups of people to coexist, to live and work together, in 
a single state and society, often without much warmth to 
or contact with one another, or any significant inclination 
to bridge their large differences. 

My impression from several recent, brief visits to Israel 
is chat the only thing that all Israelis seem to agree on is 
the very general commitment to continuing the quest for 
a negotiated political resolution of the Arab-Israeli con- 
flict, the need for security from terror attacks, and the 
desire for mobile telephones. These three attributes, how- 
ever. could just as easily describe Jordanian as Israeli 
society; human security and mobile phones, after alL, 
seem to be universal rather than peculiarly Israeli. Despite 
our intense national conflict with Israel and its aggressive, 
frequently criminal, behaviour vis-h-vis the Palestinians 
and Arabs, we are more likely to bring Israel to a negoti- 
ated. 'mutually acceptable, political settlement if we 
understand and deal with the realities of the Israeli state 
rather than with our imagined perceptions of the Israeli 
state. The same is true in the other direction, of course, 
but that is up to them to admit in tiiis difficult journey of 
mutual discovery. 

2. Among the realities of Israel that I have perceived. 


especially on this 100th anniversary of its core, defining 
Zionist ideology, is an always perplexing juxtaposition of 
strengths and weaknesses, of achievements and failures, 
which become more dear while visiting Israel. The great- 
est achievement of Israel for its Jewish citizens is their 
survival and what they see as tbeir historic reconstitution 
as a sovereign state (however differently this process is 
seen by the Palestinian and Arab victims of Israeli state- 
hood!. With statehood have come corresponding gains 
enjoyed by Jewish Israelis, but slightly less by Palestinian 
and other Israeli nationals, such as quality education, 
vocational training, employment opportunities, health 
care and social services, business promotion, high-tech 
creativity, and other such dimensions of effective state- 
hood. The vitality of the Israeli economy, tbe depth of its 
science and research capabilities, the dynamism of its 
cultural expressions, the efficacy of its infrastructure and 
other such aspects of Israeli life are equally significant 
achievements that cannot be ignored by Arabs or others 
who engage Israel politically or otherwise. Yet. all these 
positive aspects of Israel are invisible and neutralised for 
the Arab World because of Israel’s political behaviour. 
Har Homa/Jabal Abu Ghneim does not only encircle 
Jerusalem; it also encircles and closes tbe eyes, minds and 
hearts of Arabs who are trying bard to achieve a fair peace 
with Jsrael. It blinds us to other realities. 

The weakness, perhaps even the tragedy and failure, of 
Israeli statehood seem to me to fall ironically within the 
realty of security for the Jews that was tbe primary moti- 
vation for Zionism a century ago. After tbe mobile phone, 
the next most prevalent instrument a visitor notices in 
Israel is the gun; and tbe two most prominent attires that 
strike a visitor are the black garb of very religious 
Orthodox Jews and the omnipresent uniforms of police, 
army and other security personnel (here is a double irony 
to ponder religious and security attire are also the two 
most prevalent forms of attire in most Arab countries, but 
that is a subject for another time). Israeli statehood and 
Jewish sovereignty have not translated into Israeli and 
Jewish long-term, basic security in the same way that 
statehood and security have provided long-term safety 
and peace of mind for, say, the people of the Netherlands 
or France. 

The Israeli writer Amotz Asa-El wrote in a Jerusalem 
Post column on August 29 that, “it is a perplexing para- 
dox that the only place where Jews are routinely mur- 
dered is Israel.” The paradox is real and problematic, per- 
haps even tragic, but it certainly is not perplexing from 
where we see it. It is very logically explained, however 
painful for Jews and Israelis to accept. Jews are routinely 
murdered in Israel because tbe Jewish people’s rebirth of 
tbeir Israeli stare and its continued strength and develop- 
ment have taken place on the land and at the expense of 
the national rights of the Palestinian people. Until this 
fundamental, and really very simple, problem is resolved, 
tbe Jewish state will probably continue to experience 
mega-security against neighbouring armies and arma- 
ments, but will also suffer interminable micro-insecurity 
in the form of attacks against its people and soldiers wher- 
ever they may be. Zionism’s century, in this respect, has 
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To a biased Arab visitor like myself. Israel on the cast, : 
nary of its modem political inception is both intriguing 
and irritating, impressive and depressing, full of hope and 
tragedy. Many in Israel now speak of post-Zionism* 
arguing that Zionism has accomplished its basic mission 
of providing the Jewish people with security, and cultural 
and rational expression, in their own state in what they : 
define as their ancestral homeland. Many in Palestine and 
the Arab World still suffer the direct or secondary conse- 
quences of the cruel combination of Zionism s successes 
and the deficiencies of the modem Arab political order-— 
expulsion, occupation, exile, vulnerability, detention, 
statelessness, <faarti , disability, colonisation, national frag- 
mentation, disenfranchisement, autocracy, poverty, 
dependency, corruption and other such ills. For most of® 
in the Arab World, Zionism’s century is neither over nor 
triumphal, but rather is a challenge to us to do two things 
better in the co ming century than we did in the past cen- 
tury: a) to unders tand, engage and ultimately coexist with 
the Jewish presence in this region in a manner that is fair 
and acceptable to both of us, on terms of national ar id 
moral equality among Israelis and Arabs, and, b) to build 
our own societies in a diligent, productive manner that is 
fair and acceptable to all of our own people, shackled nei- 
ther tty the hallucinogenic frenzy of imagined super fees 
or the demeaning betrayal of fantastic excuses for nation- 
al mediocrity and failure, both of which have plagued 
many Arabs in modem times. 

Zionism’s centennial is an opportunity to see oor 
Middle Eastern region with more clarity and realism, to 
damn the damnable and praise the praiseworthy in both 
quarters of our shared neighbourhood. There are no 
absolutes in tiiis land, no homogeneity in our peoples, 
only simple and obvious mutual injustices from the past 
that must be redressed by the mercy and relative fairness 
of those on both sides of the Arab-Israeli conflict who are I 
simultaneously co-protagonists and joint victims of this 
messy century. 


Closures: Security boost 


LETTERS 


or ticking bomb? 


Photo in poor taste 


To the Editor: 


By Jon Immanuel 


The article below is reprinted 
from The Jerusalem R>sL 


1TIS a routine response to near- 
ly evety tenor attack. A suicide 
bomber Wows himself to 
smithereens in an Israeli bus. 
marketplace or caffi, and a clo- 
sure is damped on all 
Palestinians in foe West Bank 
and Gaza Strip. 

Palestinians resent it because 
about 100.000 of them are kept 
from earning livelihoods in 
Israel. But (he Israeli public feds 
a lad more secure, believing that 
security forces will have an easi- 
er time keeping terrorists away. 

Israeli and Arab experts are 
beginning to question the clo- 
sure's effectiveness. Observers 
point out that foe closure often 
doesn’t even work since many 
Palestinians manage to bypass 
roadblocks, sometimes even 
under a soldier’s gaze. 

Ironically, the closure may be 
hitting hardest at (he moderate 
Palestinians, those who passed 
security muster to obtain work 
permits. Many tend to obey foe 
Israeli Defence Rimes (IDF) and 
stay home because they would 
rather avoid risking a run-in with 
a border policeman and end up 
having their permit pulled. 

Yet the Palestinians who pose 
a greater threat to Israel — those 
never issued weak permits for 
security reasons — are foe ones 
who try to infiltrate the road- 
blocks, in many cases success- 
fully. 

Resentment festers among 
Palestinians with permits who 
watch as those lacking the docu- 
ments return home daily with 
cash in hand. Many workers 
couldn't even pick up their July 
paycheques since the Mahaneh 

Yehuda bombings came on foe 
30th. a day before pay-day. 

"The hlackmarket workers 
come to work as usual, but legal 
workers cannot,” said 
Mohammad Amer, who works 
for Kav Le’cved (Walkers’ Hot 
Line), an Israeli organisation 
devoted to foe rights of 
Palestinian and foreign workers. 

Amer scad that sometimes a 
steady stream of Palestinians can 
be spotted infiltrating from the 
Kalkilya area, not far from the 
Abu Sneineh roadblock 

Sometimes lax enforcement of 


rite closure is humane, as in tbe 
case of a young Palestinian 
mother who recently managed to 
evade checkpoints between 
Jenin and Jerusalem to fetch her 
baby from Makassed HospitaL 

Other tiroes it isn’t- Tragically, 
three Jericho residents convicted 
of murdering taxi driver Shmuel 
Ben-Banxh last week apparent- 
ly also skirted a roadblock to 
enter Jerusalem without permits. 

Oren Shahor, former govern- 
ment coordinator for the West 
Bank and Gaza, presided over 
several closures in foe past three 
years but questions their effec- 

•tiveness. 

"From a security standpoint 
we have to see things in a wider 
context,” Shahor told Israel 
Radio. Instead of strengthening 
security, “we are actually achiev- 
ing tbe opposite.” he said. 

Some officials are concerned 
that the extremists gain an upper 
hand during closures. They fed 
the government’s decision to 
withhold tax money from foe 
Palestinian National Autbcriiy 
(PNA) and a stepped-up^ cam- 
paign of demolishing illegally 
built homes, could be fuelling 
resentment and enhancing sym- 
pathy with Islamic extremists, 
instead of helping Israeli securi- 
ty 

David Bar-Hian, director of 
rommunicaticus for Prime 
Minister Benyamin Netanyahu, 
reasoned that much of foe 
money went to pay Palestinian 
police officers suspected of 
involvement in attacks on 
Israelis. Bui the WA also needs 
to pay its police to conduct the 
crackdown on terrorism foal 
Israel demands. 

Brig. Gen. Salim Sourdine, 
deputy bead of the West Bank 
and Gaza civil police force, has 
noted that Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin used to compen- 
sate foe PNA during closures to 
show that the measure was for 
security and not punishment. 

"Unlike Netanyahu, Rabin 
used to compensate us for losses 
during closures," Bourdine said. 
He recalled two Israeli payments 
to tbe PNA of $15 million and 
$20m mode during closure peri- 
ods. 

This is what PNA Chairman 
Yasser Arafat has sought to point 
out, but his warnings sometimes 
get lost in foe combative rhetoric 
he spews out in speeches, such as 


a call this week to his people to 
prepare for a battle, "as we swore 
when we fired tbe first bullet for 
Jerusalem.” 

Tte statement was loosely 
translated by most Israeli media 
as a caD to armed straggle, a 
strategy Arafat was supposed to 
have ditched when be nude 
peace with Israel in 1993. 

Few Israelis actually under- 
stood that Arafat’s main point 
was that he wanted to release 
Israel’s stranglehold on PNA tax 
money. 

Another potential conse- 
quence of the closure is a threat- 
ened Palestinian boycott of 
Israeli products, which could 
cost foe Israeli economy tens of 
millions of dollars in lost rev- 
enues, or some $2 bQlion a year. 

The boycott called last week is 
reminiscent of the repealed gen- 
eral strikes and attempts at 
blockading Israeli goods that 
took place during the intifada. 
More ominously, it signals 
another backslide into foe pre- 
Oslo agreement era and more of 
rapprochement between the 
Palestine liberation 

Organisation (PLO) and Hamas. 
Hamas has called for boycotting 
Israel since 1991, and atfoe time, 
Fateh opposed the strategy. 

But Israel's persistent closures 
after bbmbings seem to make 
many Rslestininns fed like they 
are back in intifada times. 

Already there are indications 
that foe boycott is being 
observed. 

Today we relumed Israeli 
fruit appliances, toys, dairy 
products and frozen meat’’ 
Ffisham Dasouki, a Palestinian 
security chief at the Kami cross- 
ing point into foe Gaza Strip, told 
foe Ramallah-bascd daily Al 
Ayyam last week. 

Palestinian customs officials 
are also carrying a list of banned 
Israeli goods. Explaining foe 
boycott, one Palestinian scientist 
said that tbe message from Oslo 
had been economic interdepen- 
dence between the Palestinians 
and Israel, and globalisation. 

"Now that Israel is changing 
the game, we must too,” said Jad 
Izhak, a food biologist in 
Bethlehem, who says be was 
arrested during tbe intifada for 
writing a handbook teaching 
Palestinians to grow vegetables 
in window bows instead of buy- 
ing from Israel 


WE WERE touched by your coverage of 
tbe tragic demise of Diana, princess of 
Wales, who indeed was an “irreplaceable 
princess” (Jordan Times, Sept. 1, 1997 J. 
However, we were shocked by the photo- 
graph you published on page 12 showring 
the princess of Wales getting out of her 
car. The picture was in extremely poor 


taste las are most of the paparazzi pho- 
tos) and cast a shadow over your other- 
wise sympathetic coverage. We would 
have preferred to see photographs show- 
ing Princess Diana’s humanitarian wort 


Yarn Shahzadeh, 
Sireen Khatifeb, 
Kama! Ai Salem, 
Amman. 


Picture good for tabloids 


To tbe Editor: 


SHAME ON you and all your staff 
responsible for the picture of Princess 
Diana on tbe last page (Jordan Times. 
Sept. 1. 1997). 

I expected more sensitivity and respect 


in Jordan. 

You are like the tabloids. 


Peter Waitring, 
Manager, Bomag Middle East 
Office, 

Amm an. 


Victim of greed 


To tbe Editor: 


THE WORLD has lost* one of its most 
glorious women: Princess Diana. Princess 
Diana was a benevolent woman who 
spent her life performing humanitarian 
acts. Not only has the world lost one of its 
most popular and loved women, the 
British tabloids also lost the woman 
whose pictures adorned their front pages 
for years. She was a victim of greedy 
reporters, photographers and editors who 


harassed the troubled princess. 

Princess Diana had a lot to go through 
and she rarely had a moment of peace to 
herself. One only wonders if. after this 
tragic and sudden loss, the media will 
leant their lesson. It is a sad state of 
affairs that innocent victims have to pay 
the price for he greed of others. 


Jomana Wael Karadsheh, 
Amman. 


Time to demine 


To the Editor: 


THE ARTICLE “Jordan to examine anti- 
mine legislation at Oslo conference” 
(Jordan Times, Aug. 31, 1997), which 
appeared on the same day Diana, 
princess of Wales passed away, is an 
appropriate coincidence, knowing that 
the princess was involved in a campaign 
against landmines. Jordan’s demining of 
all minefields would be extremely wel- 
come; in case we are unable to demine all 
fields, the ones in the proximity of popu- 
lated areas, that are no longer strategic, 
would be a good start 

Annually, the local media reports that 
mines have been detonated accidentally 
by civilians who are either maimed or 
killed. In many cases, the casualties are 
children who have entered a minefield 
unintentionally. 

The idea that there are 280,000 mines 
in a country of 4.25 million people, or a 
rate of I mine per 6.5 citizens, is astound- 
ing and, to say the. least very dangerous. 


especially since we are not in a state of 
war. 

This humanitarian issue is serious and 
has been emphasised greatly in the past 
two days due to the princess of Wales" 
humanitarian concern. It would be an 
appropriate remembrance to her if Jordan 
were to step" up its demining efforts with 
the financial and technical assistance 
from friendly countries other than, but 
also including, Germany and the United 
States, whom we thank for their assis- 
tance and participation in this pro- 
gramme. 

This issue will certainly g ain momen- 
tum in the days to come. As always, we 
should continue to strive to be leaders in 
the developing world as we have done 
and been doing in numerous other inter- 
national causes and issues. 


Kim Abu Jabet; 
Amman* 
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British press under pressure 
after Princess Diana’s death 


LONDON (AFPJi*- After 
the initial shock reaction to 
UK death of Diana* Princess 
of Wales, allegedly pursued 
by a pack of press photog- 
raphers. newspapers and 
politicians were split Mon- 
day on calls for a new pri- 
vacy law. 

Parii newspapers, vilified 
by many for their alleged 
role in her demise, still 
oppose widespread calls for 
a new’ privacy law to pro- 
tect celebrities from the 
press. 

Monday, police were still 
holding seven photogra- 
phers, six French and one 
Macedonian, who could 
face the French equivalent 
of manslaughter charges if 
investigations show they 
were responsible for the 
crash in which Diana’s 
lover, Dodi Fayed and the 
car’s driver also died. 

But in Britain, home of 
one of the world’s strongest 
and most aggressive media, 
most newspapers advised 
caution against rash action 
restricting press freedom, 
while admitting they 
expected an anti-media 
backlash and understood 


"emotional outbursts." 

Foreign Secretary Robin 
Cook, recently the subject 
of press attention following 
his split from his wife, said 
Monday in Singapore that 
newspaper editors should 
reconsider their code of 
ethics following Sunday’s 
death. 

"I said yesterday that 
there will have to be in the 
future questions raised 
about the extent to which 
the press handling of 
Princess Diana may have 
contributed to this tragedy," 
he told a press conference 
Monday. 

“I am surprised that the 
questions are being asked 
of politicians. In the first 
instance, the questions have 
to be asked of journalists 
and editors.They have rp 
consider their recent behav- 
iour and to wbat extent that 
may have contributed to 
this tragedy. We will watch 
with interest what their 
answers are before we 
decide what we might do," 
he said 

Lord Wakeham, president 
of the self-appointed Press 
Complaints Commission 


which attempts to establish 
guidelines for Britain’s 
press conduct, said he was 
going to open an investiga- 
tion on the problems posed 
by international paparazzi. 

"We can — we must — 
think very seriously about 
the problems caused by 
international paparazzi 
photographers, which the 
accident has so dreadfully 
highlighted,” he said. 

Diana, in her last inter- 
view last week called the 
British press “ferocious" in 
its pursuit of her and a feel- 
ing that it is the press that 
caused her death led to 
many attacks Sunday and 
Monday. 

A legal limitation on 
press intrusions into peo- 
ple's private lives is already 
planned by the new Labour 
government which has 
agreed to enshrine in 
British law the European 
Convention on Human 
Rights. 

The government has also 
been under pressure to 
introduce privacy laws, tied 
to a freedom, of information 
act. 

Press owners, however. 


have stuck by demands for 
a self-regulatory ethics 
code, enforced by the large- 
ly toothless Press Com- 
plaints Commission. The 
existence of the commis- 
sion has not in the past stop 
press intrusion, justified by 
the idea that the public has 
a need to know. 

Newspapers admitted 
some guilt Monday but 
many commentators also 
said thai those who had 
bought the papers for the 
stories should take their 
share of the blame as well. 

AH the tabloids had a 
close relationship with the 
princess, who herself fre- 
quently used the media. 
And one of the papers that 
most closely followed 
Diana’s private life, die top- 
selling tabloid Sun newspa- 
per, Monday painted its 
trademark red masthead 
black and wished the head- 
line “Goodnight Our Sweet 
Princess." 

But, responding to accu- 
sations that journalists liter- 
ally hounded the princess to 
her death, it wrote: “Don’t 
Blame The Press." 


Israelis demonstrate outside Yigal's home 


Here, only nine commandments are taught — protesters 


HERZILYA (AP) — At 
the stan of the school 
year Monday. Israelis 
protested outside the 
kinderganen run by the 
mother of Yitzhak 
Rabin’s assassin, accus- 
ing her of condoning 
murder. Standing outside 
the private kindergarten 
Geula Amir runs from 
her home, a small group 
protesters held signs that 
read “here, only nine 
commandments are 
taught." Israel Radio 


said. 

-Geula Amir was not 
immediately available 
for comment. Her hus- 
band. Shlomo, con- 
firmed the demonstra- 
tion took place. 

Last week, Israel army 
radio reported that enrol- 
ment was up at Ms. 
Amir’s kinderganen. 

The Amirs’ son, Yigal, 
shot and killed the prime 
minister, in November 
1995 at . a peace rally in 
Tel Aviv .in order to put 


an end to Rabin's peace- 
making with the Arabs. 

In the days after the 
assassination. Ms. Amir 
denounced her son on 
Israeli TV. However, her 
attitude turned more pro- 
tective during his trial 
last spring. 

Last week. Herzilya 
Mayor Eli Landau urged 
residents to stop sending 
their children to the 
kinderganen run by “the 
mother of the murderer." 

Protests outside the 


Amir home have been 
rare since the killing 
though a firebomb was 
thrown at the home last 
September. No one was 
injured but a section of 
the kindergarten was 
burned down. 

Yigal Amir is serving a 
life sentence for assassi- 
nating Rabin. His broth- 
er Hagai is serving 12 
years for his role in plot- 
ting the murder. 


Ritz security chief was drunk driving at 196 kph — officials 


(Continued from page 1) 

which is owned by Dodi’s 
father Mohammad Fayed, 
w ho also owns the Hurrods 
Deportment Store in Lon- 
don. The paper named the 
driver as Henri Paul. 

Europe 1 radio also 
reported Monday that Paul, 
was not Fayed ’s regular dri- 
ver. who had left earlier in 
another vehicle as a decoy 
to throw photographers off 
the trail. 

Meanwhile, Britons 
besieged the capital's royal 
palaces to pay a last 
homage to their adored 
princess, w hose tragic 
death plunged the nation 
into shock and mourning. 

Crowds gathered before 
the royal palaces of Buck- 
ingham, Saint James, and 
Kensington, leaving bou- 
quets of flowers and 
inscriptions that piled up in 
front of the palace gates. 

Londoners, and some 
tourists, also left flowers or 
condolence messages at the 
famous Harrods Depart- 
ment Store. 

“I chose Harrods because 
it's a place which stands for 
both of them. Diana and 
Dodi." one person said. 

In France, investigators 
were looking at about 2U 
rolls of tilm confiscated 

irons ihe seven phosogra- 
pliers in police custody for 
questioning. The seven 
Were detained Sunday after 

iine"se\ said they saw 
photographers on motorcy- 
cles -•ttjrni the car «just 
before it crashed. 

“This investigation will 
determine more particularly 
the rule that ihe.se people 
ma\ have played in the 
genesis of the accident, the 
Paris prosecutor's office 


issued Sunday. 

Police sources, speaking 
on condition of anonymity, 
said the film was taken 
from seven free-lance pho- 
tographers working mainly 
for the Sigma, Gamma and 
Sipa agencies according to 
the daily Le Monde. 

Police were developing it 
as possible evidence. 

Investigators also went to 
the Paris offices of a half- 
dozen press photo agencies 
Sunday and asked the 
directors to make available 
negatives and slides of pic- 
tures taken of the crash 
scene. 

The Mercedes car in 
which the couple were trav- 
elling hit a wall of an 
underpass near the Alma 
Bridge as it was being 
chased by a group of pho- 
tographers eager to snap 
pictures of them. 

French prosecutors are set 
to appoint a judge to scale- 
up a criminal probe into the 
paparazzi’s role in the car 
crash which killed the 
British princess and Dodi, 
judicial sources said Mon- 
day. 

The appointment, which 
would elevate the investi- 
gation from a straightfor- 
ward police probe, could be 
announced early Tuesday, 
the sources said. 

Under French law, the 
appointment of a judge is 
the next step towards possi- 
ble indictments in the case. 
The detained photographers 
can only be held for 48 
hours, until Tuesday morn- 
ing. without being charged. 

They are being ques- 
tioned over their role in 
causing the high-speed 
crash. Even if they are 
cleared of any direct role in 
ihe crash, France has a 
"Good Samaritan" law that 


makes it a crime to fail to 
help someone in danger. 

Doctor Frederic Maillez, 
who was the first French 
physician to treai the late 
Lady Diana at the scene, 
said that “she was uncon- 
scious... moaning and ges- 
turing in every direction.” 

On Monday, Dr. Maillez 
told France-2 television 
that he happened to drive 
by minutes after Diana and 
Dodi’s car crashed in a road 
tunnel in central Paris as it 
was being chased by pho- 
tographers on motorcycles. 

“I stopped my car and 
went to see. There were 
many people around and 
lots of panic," Dr. Maillez 
said, in his late 30s, who 
was off duty at the time. 

“I saw that two people 
were dead and two were 
seriously hurt. I went back 
to my car to call emergency 
services and give them a 
first medical assessment 
before returning to the site 
with some of my equip- 
ment,” Dr. Maillez said. 

When he returned to the 
car. a man who turned out 
to be a volunteer fireman 
had started giving first aid 
to the front seat passenger, 
bodyguard Trevor Rees- 
Jones, the only survivor 
among the four people in 
the car. 

“1 therefore went to the 
aid of the young w oman in 
the back who turned out to 
be Lady Diana. I did not 
recognise her immediate- 
ly,” the doctor said. 

In an apparent reference 
to the photographers pursu- 
ing her. the French prosecu- 
tor also said the investiga- 
tion showed some people 
appeared not to have given 
the assistance legally due to 
victims of a road accident. 

Dr. Maillez said Diana’s 


head lay on her own shoul- 
der, “in a position in which 
you cannot breathe if you 
are unconscious,” and 
described how he lifted her 
head and helped her breathe 
with an oxygen mask. 

Dr. Maillez said there 
were many photographers 
at the scene. 

“About 10 or 15 of them, 
and they were snapping 
away at the car non-stop 
though one cannot say they 
hampered me or my work.” 

“They were just like the 
people you find milling 
around the site of serious 
accidents,” he said. 

Partially contradicting Dr. 
Maillez, Erich Inciyan, Le 
Monde police affairs corre- 
spondent said eyewitness- 
es, presumably testifying to 
police, reported that pho- 
tographers shooed away the 
first people who tried to 
come to the aid of those 
trapped in the car. 

He said eyewitnesses told 
of photographers pushing 
away would-be rescuers 
approaching the car in 
order to get unobstructed 
views for their cameras as 
those inside bled profusely. 

Citing at least a dozln 
unnamed witnesses, Le 
Monde reported that sorpe 
of them actually pushed 
away rescuers and two 
policemen who arrived on 
the scene, saying they were 
ruining their pictures. 
Policemen to reach the site, 
curtly asking the officers 
“to let them do their job." 

Fresh graffiti was sprayed 
Monday in bright red on a 
wall of the tunnel: 
■■paparazzi cowardly mur- 
derers.” 


iatd in a bnet statement 

Israel arrests 10 Palestinians after protest over land use by settlers 


l Continued from page 1 1 

security apparatus in their 
work. 

Angry track driver* and 

owners said the PNA secu- 
rity •‘i-rvuxs showed 
favouritism b\ allowing 
only certain truck owners 
to carry goods to Israel. 


"We register to send our 
trucks to Israel but the 
Palestinian security inter- 
vene by stopping us and 
send their friends instead. 
We are now jobless." said 
a truck driver who 
declined to give his name. 

Driver Abu Khaled Ham- 
moudeh, 38, said he was 


prevented by security offi- 
cials from sending his 
trucks loaded with goods 
to Israel for 14 months. 

Truck drivers, who make 
a living out of transporting 
goods to and from Israel, 
have to be cleared by 
Palestinian security before 
their names are sent to 


Israel for entry permits to 
the Jewish state. 

Before the current clo- 
sure was imposed on five- 
weeks ago following the 
Jerusalem bombing, 250 
trucks were allowed into 
Israel. 


Jewish-Arab ring involved 
in credit card fraud 


German federal state halts 
expulsion of Algerians 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) — Putting their enmity 
aside, a group of Palestinians 
and Jewish setders in the West 
Bank worked a credit card 
scam in which hundreds of 
thousands of dollars were 
chaiged io stolen cards, Israeli 
police announced Monday. 

About 30 people have been 
arrested in the case which also 
involves five Palestinians who 
live in the U.S, said police 
spokesman Ofer Sivan. 

The gang, led by Wad Assaf 
a 37 year-old Palestinian from 
the West Bank village of Bidya, 
bought credit cards from down- 

and-out tourists travelling in 
Israel and the U.S. for large 
sums of money, and then ran up 
charges on the cards before the 
tourists reported item lost or 
stolen from their home coun- 
tries, Mr Sivan said. 

The gang then sold the pur- 
chased goods on the street 

Mr. Sivan said a number of 
Palestinian and Jewish mer- 
chants knowingly allowed the 


gang to use the stolen cards at 
their shops in exchange for pay- 
offs. Each charge would be kepi 
to a $145 limit to avoid the nec- 
essary phone calls for purchase 
approvals from the credit card 
companies, Mr. Sivan said. 

Most of the Palestinian gang 
members have already been 
tried and sentenced in an Israeli 
military court in the West Bank, 
Ml Sivan said. 

Assaf was sentenced to four 
years in jail and ordered to pay 
a fine of S30.000. His deputy, 
Ibrahim Mansour from the 
West Bank town of Qakjilia, 
was sentenced to two years and 
fined $4,000. Among those 
arrested is a 23-year-old resi- 
dent erf the Jewish West Bank 
settlement of Ariel who ran up 
thousands of dollars in charges 
on a card he bought from Assaf - 

Mr. Sivan said the investiga- 
tion is still under way and also 
targets five relatives of Assaf 
who live in die U.S. Ml Sivan 
said two are Assaf s brothers 
and two are his cousins. 


KIEL (AFP) — The Ger- 
man state of Schleswig- 
Holstein will no longer 
expel Algerian nationals 
as illegal immigrants, 
after the latest wave of 
killings m the North 
African country. Region- 
al Interior Minister Ekke- 
hard Wienholrz' 

announced. 

Mr. Wienholtz said the 
decision was motivated 
by a “frightening" rise in 
the number of brutal 
attacks against civilians 
and a risk that Algerians 
would increasingly 

become victims of a civil 
war between Islamists 
and government forces. 

The minister called on 
Federal Interior Minister 
Manfred Kanther and his 
colleges in Germany’s 
other 15 states to decide 
whether or not expul- 
sions should be stopped 
nationwide. 


Until such a decision is 
made Schleswig-Holstein 
will not expel Algerians, 
he said. 

At the end of last year, 
156 Algerian nationals 
were under the threat of 
expulsion from 

Schleswig-Holstein and 
eight Algerians were 
expelled from the north 
German state during the 
first quarter of 1997. 

Algeria has been 
wracked by violence 
since the military inter- 
vened in January 1992 to 
cancel elections the 
Islamic Salvation Front 
were poised to win. 

I Western diplomats put 
the death toll at around 
60,000, while Algerian 
rights groups say many 
more have died, mainly 
civilians. 


Princess Diana will be buried Saturday 


(Continued from page 1) 

the palace which has been 
under growing pressure to 
give Diana a state funeral. 
Mr. Blair had publicly 
urged that there be a service 
to allow for maximum pub- 
lic participation. But state 
funerals are usually for sov- 
ereigns alone. 

However, observers here 
were already beginning to 
compare the event with the 
funeral of wartime leader 
Winston Churchill in 1965, 
or the burial in 1979 of 
Lord Mountbatten, whose 
murder at the hands of the 
IRA shocked Britain. 

There will be no lying-in- 


state for the princess, the 
royal household said. 

At the request of the royal 
family and Diana, the cof- 
fin will lie privately in the 
Chapel Royal in Sl James’s 
Palace, the home of Prince 
Charles, the heir to the 
British throne from whom 
Diana was divorced last 
summer after a 15-year 
marriage. 

It will be carried in pro- 
cession from there to West- 
minster Abbey for the 
funeral. 

■ No details were 
announced Monday of the 
form of the funeral proces- 
sion from Sl James's 
Palace to the Abbey. 


But its route will take it 
through the main public 
arteries of the British capi- 
tal, including The Mall, 
Horse Guards’ Parade and 
Whitehall. 

In the abbey, the coffin 
will be placed on a 
catafalque — a temporary 
tomb-like structure — for 
the service which will be 
attended by the entire royal 
family. 

Afterwards, it will be 
taken by road to Althorp — 
the home of the Spencers, 
Diana’s family, in 
Northamptonshire, around 
100 kilometres northwest 
of London. 

Not all members of the 


royal family will attend the 
private burial there, howev- 
er. 

Flags will be flown at 
half-mast across Britain up 
to and including the day of 
the funeral. 

The 36-year-old princess 
and her friend Dodi Fayed, 
42, died Sunday in a horrif- 
ic par crash in Paris, while 
pursued by paparazzi. 

Diana's tragic death has 
plunged the nation into 
mourning and created 
shockwaves around the 
world, in a way that has not 
been seen since the assassi- 
nation of U.S. President 
John F. Kennedy 34 years 
ago. 


Israel eases closures, Netanyahu says won’t hand over land now 


(Continued from page 1) 

be built next to built-up 
areas in order to prevent 
settlements frqm_ spreading 
out over a large territory. 

In the past, Israel would 
sometimes begin construc- 
tion of a new neighbour- 
hood which was in fact sev- 
eral miles away from an 
existing settlement. With 
such a practice, Israel could 
say it is sticking to its 
promise not to build new 
settlements, while in fact 
cementing control over a 
large tract of land. 

Israel would not be 
expected to agree to the 
U.S. compromise until the 
Palestinians have pledged 
to crack down on Islamists, 
Haaretz said. 

Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu's 
senior adviser, David Bar- 
Illan, refused comment 


Monday on the Haaretz 
story. 

However, he said no 
progress would be made on 
any issue, until the Pales- 
tinians crushed Islamist 
groups. 

“Once this is taken care 
of, we are willing to discuss 
any Issue,” Mr. Bar-Tllan 
told the Associated Press. 

In another point of dis- 
pute, Mr. Netanyahu Mon- 
day rejected Palestinian 
demands to turn over con- 
trol of territory in rural 
areas of the West Bank by 
next week. 

“We cannot be asked to 
pay and pay when the 
Palestinians are not fulfill- 
ing their side of the agree- 
ments,” Mr. Netanyahu told 
Israel army radio. “What 
are we going to get in the 
future? More promises to 
fulfil obligations that they 
already promised to fulfil 


before? And we should give 
new concessions?” 

Palestinian negotiator 
Saeb Erekat has said the 
PNA was fulfilling its secu- 
rity obligations and that a 
SepL 7 deadline for the fur- 
ther withdrawal is clearly 
understood from the Israel- 
Palestinian agreements. 

Under the accords, Israel 
has already withdrawn 
from two-thirds of Gaza 
and one-third of the West 
Bank. The agreements 
commit Israel to making 
three unspecified “further 
withdrawals” from the West 
Bank by mid-1998. 

Regarding the closure. 
Mr. Netanyahu said Mon- 
day it would be eased In 
stages, “according io the 
security situation and with 
the thought of easing life 
for the Palestinians as much 
as possible.” 

The Palestinian informa- 


tion minister, Yasser Abed 
Rabbo, said the step was 
not enough. ‘To give pas- 
sage to a few people is like 
putting cosmetics on a truly 
ugly face,” he said. 

The PNA has estimated 
that each day of closure 
cost the Palestinian econo- 
my $8 million in lost wages 
and trade. The World Bank 
put the losses at between S4 
million and S6 million. 

In retaliation for the 
bombing, Israel also with- 
held millions of dollars in 
tax refunds owed to the 
PNA. Two weeks ago, 
Israel released some SI2 
million, or about 30 per 
cent of what it said it owed 
at the time. 

Before the latest closure 
was imposed, some 
100,000 Palestinian labour- 
ers worked in Israel. 


Israel arrests 
7 brothers in 
bombing 
investigation 

(Continued from page I) 

laboratory operated by the 
Islamic Resistance Move- 
ment (Hamas). 

Although Israeli investi- 
gators have yet to identify 
the two suicide bombers 
who carried out the attack, 
they blame Hamas for the 
operation. Palestinian 
police have also arrested 
more than 20 Islamists in 
the Bethlehem area since 
the bombing, but have 
announced no break- 
throughs in the investiga- 
tion. 

Israeli officials have said 
they suspect that the leader 
of the Hamas military wing, 
Moheiddin Sheriff, is hid- 
ing in the Bethlehem area. 

The Israeli army main- 
tained a military blockade 
around Bethlehem until last 
week but lifted the clamp- 
down under international 
pressure and following sev- 
eral days of clashes 
between protesters and 
Israeli troops in the city. 

Stria restrictions remain 
in place on the travel of 
Palestinians from the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip into 
Israel. 
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Jordan, Syria plan 
gradual exemption 
of customs duties 


AMMAN (Petra) —Jordan 
and Syria are planning to 
introduce a system where- 
by each side will gradually 
"exempt the other from cus- 
toms duty on exchanged 
goods in implementation of 
a 1975 trade agreement. 
Minister of Indushy, Trade 
and Supply Hani Muiki 
announced Monday. 

He said that Damascus 
and Amman are taking a 
preliminary step by prepar- 
ing a short list of goods 
exchanged by the two 
countries to exempt them 
from customs duty. 

The minister added that 
the two sides are expected ; 
to reach a final agreement < 
on exemptions during a 
meeting he will hold with 
Syria's minister of econo- 
my and foreign trade, 
Mohammad A1 Imadi, in 
Cairo where the two minis- 
ters will be attending the 
meetings of the Arab Eco- 
nomic and Social Council 
on Sept. 7. 

Dr. Muiki said that a long 
list of products are expect- 
ed to be exempted from 
customs duty as provided 
for in the 1975 trade agree- 
ment. 

In his statement. Dr. 
Muiki referred to “the 
investors' services unit" 
which was created by his 
ministry and indicated that 
it aims at promoting invest- 
ments in Jordan and facili- 
tating procedures for the 


execution of projects. 

After starting projects, 
investors normally face 
problems while dealing 
with different institutions 
and government depart- 
ments and this unit was 
created specifically to 
address these problems, the 
minister said. By receiving 
complaints from investors 
and by acting on their 
behalf, the unit overcomes 
the difficulties through con- 
tacts with the various con- 
cerned departments, Expl- 
ained the minister. 

“Simply put, this 'unit 
serves as a single go- 
between department 

which the investors deal 
with to guarantee solution 
for their problems,” said the 
minister. J 

Referring to the merger of 
the ministry of industry, 
and trade with the ministry 
of supply. Dr. MuUti jsaid 
the merger will be taking 
place in three stages and the 
process is being undertaken 
to cater to the requirements 
of the global economy: and 
the economic restructuring 
programme in Jordan and 
to speed up the process of 
economic reform and trade 
liberalisation 

The merger, said the min- 
ister. will eventually reduce 
the number of the two min- 
istries' affiliated depart- 
ments. noting that a special 
law will be enacted about 
the merger in Parliament.. 


World Bank prescribes 
infrastructure, education 
to fight poverty in India 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
India must maintain steady 
economic growth and 
invest in infrastructure and 
education to tight poverty, 
which affects one-third of 
its population, the World 
Bank prescribed in a report. 
"Economic growth has 
accounted for the lion’s 
share of poverty reduction 
in India over the last 50 
years." said Zoubida 
Allaoua. a World Bank 
economist who authored a 
study titled “India: 
Achievements and Chal- 
lenges in Redacing Pover- 
ty.” 

The percentage of poor in 
India fell from 50 per cent 
of the population in the 
1950s to 35 per cent today, 
the World Bank said. 

Bui while the percentage 
as dropped. India's popula- 
tion growth has led the 
number of people living in 


poverty to grow from 164 
million in 1951 to 312 mil- 
lion in 1993-1994. 

The report claimed that if 
India — which has the 
largest number of poor peo- 
ple of any country — can 
maintain its six to seven per 
cent growth rates of the 
past three years poverty 
could drop to 6.3 per cent 
by 2005. . 

To reduce poverty, the 
World Bank report suggests 
India reinforce its free- mar- 
ket reforms and that it 
invest in health, education 
and infrastructure rather 
than subsidies. 

While subsidies for the 
poor equal 11 per cent of 
the India’s gross national 
product, only five per cent 
goes for health and educa- 
tion and four per cent for 
infrastructure, the bank 
said. 
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Arabs urged to pursue 
reforms to boost income 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — Arab 
states need to press ahead 

with economic reforms to 

tackle unemployment and 
improve living standards 
after years of stagnation by 
several members, according 
to their economic watchdog. 

In its latest study on 
regional economies, the Arab 
Monetary Fund (AMF) said 
most of the Arab League’s 22 
members had achieved satis- 
factory results from reforms 
in some sectors. 

"'But it is noticed that they 
have not realised the aspired 
goals of the reforms, - ’ the 
Arab League’s main finan- 
cial institution said. 

‘‘Economic growth rates 
have remained relatively low. 
Compared to high population 
growth, the per capita 
income in the Arab countries 
remained almost unchanged 
while there was a deteriora- 
tion in unemployment in 
some members.” the study 
indicated. 

The Abu Dhabi-based fund 
said most regional states 
were also still reeling under 
heavy debt, which is putting 
pressure on their balances of 
payments. 

It said tackling those bal- 
ances and liberalising fiscal 
policies could only be 
achieved through a "sustain- 
able economic growth." 

“Most Arab countries are 
striving to tackle all those 
issues through the reform 
programmes but the results 
are still generally lagging 
behind the aspired levels 
despite progress in some sec- 
tors," it said. 

“This should prompt mem- 
ber states to push ahead with 
the efforts to restructure their 
economies with the help of 
the AMF and other institu- 
tions." tbe study urged. 

Several Arab states have 
reported better economic 
performance from reform 
programmes but long-stand- 
ing problems such as unem- 
ployment, foreign debt, bal- 
ance of payment deficits and 
modest increases in incomes 
have persisted. 

The reforms were spurred 
by chronic economic woes. 


low oil prices and demands 
for economic restrutcuring 
by the International Mone- 
tary Fund. 

But such plans in some 
members have come under 
fire by local officials and 
businessmen on the grounds 
they are slow and limited. 

In the Gulf, most govern- 
ments have announced plans 
to reform their oil-reliam 
economies but such pro- 
grammes have only been par- 
tially implemented. Experts 
attribute this to a recovery in 
oil prices in the past two 
years. 

Tbe Arabs' main economic 
problems include the accu- 
mulation of foreign debt, 
which is estimated at more 
than $150 billion, excluding 
military debt 

Most members are also 
suffering from high unem- 
ployment because of low 
growth rates. Such modest 
growth has also stilled 
improvement in the living 
standards as it is outpaced by 
the population growth of 
around four per cent. 

“The economies of mem- 
ber states are still suffering 
from several aspects of 
weakness, making them vul- 
nerable to external shocks," 
said tbe AMF, which has 
been involved in reform pro- 
grammes in the region. 

“They include mainly the 
limited productive base, lack 
of diversification in exports 
and the high indebtedness in 
several members," it added. 

The report also criticised 
Arab states for failing to 
attract enough investment 
and maintaining restrictions 
on the private sector. 

A recent report by another 
Arab League organisation, 
the Inter Arab Investment 
Guarantee Corporation, said 
the economies of most 
regional states recorded rela- 
tively high growth rates in 
1996. 

Bu(Jt said this was made 
possitffe mainly by a surge in 
oil prices which boosted 
Arab oil income to a 13-year, 
high of more than $90 bil- 
lion. 


Egypt signs contracts 
with Iraq to supply food 


BAGHDAD (R) — An Egyptian state-run company has 
signed contracts with Iraq to supply foodstuffs under its 
oil-for-food deal with the United Nations, an official from 
the firm said Monday. 

"We have signed with Iraq contracts worth $15 million to 
bring vegetable oil. soap and detergents” Abdul Sattar 
Suleiman, deputy head of Egypt's Food Industries Holding 
Company told Reuters. 

Mr. Suleiman said Egyptian firms were able to bring $48 
million worth of sugar, cooking oil and detergents to Iraq 
under the first phase of the U.N. programme. 

He said the Egyptian businessmen were waiting for Iraq's 
Trade Minister Mohammad Mehdi Saleh to come back 
from Syria in order to conclude more deals. 
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THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Short biography 
5 Restrict 
10 Shed tears 

14 BibBcal name 

15 Spud ‘ 

16 Magnus of TV 

17 Small dog ■ 

20 Greek letter ■ 

21 Beginning 

22 Arm bones 

23 “Whafs up, — T 

24 ABA member: 
abbr. 

25 Powerful dog 

33 Carriage 

34 Laughs loudly 

35 Singer Rawls 

36 Chantilly, e.g. 

37 South American 
plain 

38 Highest point 

39 Native American 

40 Some 
Europeans 

41 Tempo 

42 Large dog 
46 Inspect 
447 Rent 

48 Page, the 
singer 

51 . With Love" 

_54 Govt. gp. 

57 Small dog 

60 Seed covering 

61 Mother, at Eton 

62 Water plant 

63 TV part 

64 Buttresses 

65 Dieter’s concern 
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by Matthew Higgms 


Puzzle solved: 


DOWN 

1 Coquette 

2 Fateful date 

3 Hack 

4 Pierre’s friend 

5 Check the flow 

6 Beats 

7 ‘—Jury 

(Spillane) 

8 Undiluted ' 

9 Numerical prefix 

10 — do (rich) 

11 Anthony or 
Barbara 

12 Tower city 

13 Hardy heroine 
18 Imitates a dove 


19 Babe and 
Westheimer 

23 Coin 

24 Hairdo 

25 Really put out 

26 Indy entrant 

27 Outer garments 

28 Spirited vigor 

29 Backslide 

30 Corrupting 
influence 

31 Bedouin, e.g. 

32 Singing pair 

33 Spark or fire 
end 

37 Sugar source 

38 Support 
wrongdoing 

40 — on thick 
(exaggerate) 

43 Courage 

44 Toolkit item 

45 Mister in Bonn 

48 Exam letters 

49 Israeli port 
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f? !-^f r 54 Cultivate 

51 Nicholas or (van 55 Bright star 

52 ““ , 56 Spirited steed 

England..." 58 Minor demon 

ca 59 English fliers: 

53 Phase abbr. 


HOROSCOPE 
FORECAST FOR TOES. 
DAY. SEPTEMBER 2, Vft 
Bv Thomas S. Pierson, 
Astrologer, Carroll 
Rigfuer Foundation 


ARIES: (March 21 ' to 
April 19) Get small mqp. 
keting tasks out of the 

way in th e moming today 
so that after lunch you 
can take advantage 0 f 
personal opportunities. 
Later this evening you 
can meet wiib dose 
friends tor recreational 
activities which will be 

f un - . .. 

TAURUS: t April 20 to 
May 20) Be persistent in 

attempting to solve a dif- 
ficulty with a loved one. 
Employ the capable 
hands and advice of 
friends. Later this evening 
will be u good time for 
you to consult with fellow 
associates concerning 
career activities. 

GEMINI: t May 21 t 0 
June 21) Be careful in 
handling an outside affair 
this morning. Labour on 
soothing a nervous friend 
who is suspicious about 
the method of operation 
with a new project. Coop- 
erate with both your fel- 
low associates and a big- 
wig. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 
22 to July 21 ) A decision 
which you have been 
avoiding finally demands 
attention today, so make 
the effort to proceed. 
Keep your career in mind 
while addressing it, there- 
by you won't make any 
mistakes in your method 
of operation. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 
21) Get mundane matters 
out of the way early today 
in order to make room for 
a more interesting pro- 
ject. Be tactful towards 
the advances of a new 
acquaintance. Later this 
evening you can meet 
with knowledgeable peo- 
ple. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Make sure 
that a fellow associate 
knows your intentions for 
a joint project. Pay close 
attention to public affairs, 
thereby you can handle 
any adverse situation 
which conies to you in the 
days ahead. 

LIBRA: (September 23 
to October 22) Make sure 
that those who have been 
loyal know that you | 
appreciate it. Finish all 
career activities which | 
you have started. Focus 
on obligations which you 
have neglected and com- 
plete whatever tasks you 
are given. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 
to November 21) Make 
your entertainment 
appointments early today, 
then follow through on 
regular duties, which will 
gain you recognition of a 
bigwig. Listen carefully 
to the ideas of a fellow 
associate and make good 
use of them. 

SAGITTARIUS: 

( Novmber 22 to Decem- 
ber 2 1 ) Show your devo- 
tion to loved ones today 
by labouring extra hard at 
home and making your 
mate out somewhere spe- 
cial later this evening- 
This is a good time to dis- 
cuss with a bigwig the 
ideas you have for a new 
project. 

CAPRICORN: (Decem- 
ber 22 to January 20) 
Handle as many messages 
as possible this moming< 
so you can give some 
much needed attention to 
home affairs in the days 
ahead. Later this evening 
you can be happy, by 
spending some quality 
time with your loved 
ones. 

AQUARIUS: (January 

21 to Februaty J 9) Mont- 
■ n g provides the betf 
opportunity to settle busi- 
ness activities today, and 
collect any funds whicb 
you deserve. Visit a 
acquaintance later diis 
evening, however, square 
business first, thereby l 1011 
can be successful. 
PISCES: (February 201° 
March 20) You should 
stop procrastinating 011 
fulfilment of promise | 
today, since if you dofl’ 1 j 
make the effort you ctfdd 
lose your reputation. Vou 
will need a larger incm® 5 
jn the days ahead. Tty » 
look into new enterprise 
Birthstone of Septet? 
per: Sapphire — W** 
Lazuli 
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Jl review of news from the \ 7 lra 6 ic press ” 


Study finds banks lacking 
strategies and well-studied plans, 
hesitant to finance exports 

** A STUDY about banking services has showed 
that local banks in general have no strategic plan- 
ning, no well-studied plans and no sufficient future 
studies. The study indicated that the banks' willing- 
ness to finance exports is limited and that they also 
have limited expectations to obtain the ISO quality 
certificate. “Banks are hesitant in financing exports 
and if credit is extended in this regard, banks are 
careful and the financing is limited to between 1 0 
and 30 per cent of the required amount in addition 
to taking various collaterals," the study said. 

According to the study, Jordanian commercial 
banks doubt the capability of Jordanian financial 
and commercial markets to establish or absorb suc- 
cessful financial institutions that can achieve suit- 
able income, encourage banks to deal with the 
financial market and attract foreign funds that lead 
to increased trading in the market. The banks have 
also cast doubt about the capability of Jordanian 
specialised laws to attract large investments that 
would lead to an increase in financial operations 
and to attract financial institutions that would con- 
tribute to building and deepening the financial mar- 
ket. 

The study stressed also the following three points: 

1 ) Expediting the completion of raising the capi- 
tal of banks in addition to building reserves to 
increase shareholders' equity as well as improving 
the quality' of assets to become less risky. 

2.) Convincing the banks to increase lending to 
developing sectors, especially the agricultural, 
industrial and services sectors, and infrastructure 
projects. 

3 ) Adopting a less strict monetary policy to lessen 
borrowing costs and to weigh financing large pro- 
jects by Jordanian banks (A! Dustour). 

Cabinet approves proposals to 
restructure, privatise Royal Jordanian 

** THE COUNCIL of Ministers has approved a 
proposed strategy to restructure and privatise Royal 
Jordanian in accordance with the recommendations 
of the Higher Ministerial Committee for Privatisa- 
tion. The strategy calls for registering an airline 
company ow ned by Royal Jordanian and a strategic 
partner from ihe private sector. This company 
would operate on commercial basis after complet- 
ing the restructuring process of Royal Jordanian. 

To achieve this strategy, the Cabinet has approved 
the formation of an executive team to manage the 
restructuring and privatisation processes. The team 
will be led by a highly-experienced and full-time 
senior official and includes senior officials from the 
ministries of transport, finance and the Privatisation 
Executive Unit at the Prime Ministry' as members. 
The team will represent the government in working 
with international consultants and donors of techni- 
cal assistance. 

Meanwhile, the Higher Ministerial Committee 
for privatisation has approved the plan of the Jor- 
dan Investment Corporation to sell the shares of the 
government in public shareholding companies 
where the state equity in these firms is less than five 
per cent of their capital (A1 Aswaq). 
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Securities Commission members have high qualifications, wide experience 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The new Securities Law of 1997, which 
was published in the Official Gazette on May 15, 1997. has 
authorised the establishment of a Securities Commission 
which has a legal entity and enjoys administrative and finan- 
cial autonomy and direedy repons to the prime minister. 

The Securities Commission, empowered by the law, is setto 
provide the appropriate environment to achieve sound dealing 
in the securities market in addition to its role as a regulating 
body in charge of organising and developing ihe securities 
market on one hand* and the Jordanian capital market on the 
other. 

Moreover, the Commission will protect investors and share- 
holders from fraud, deceit and any malpractices and will also 
regulate the disclosure of information related to the securities 
that are important to investors, particularly when taking their 
investment decisions in this regard. 

Amman Bourse, the Securities Deposit Centre, and the Asso- 
ciation of the Certified Financial Professionals, are the three 
entities which fall under the supervision of the Commission. 

The Commission’s board comprises five members including 
the chairman and his deputy who are appointed by the Cabinet 
and ratified by a Royal Decree. Here are profiles of each of the 
five members of the Securities Commission. 

Michel Marto — chairman of the Securities Commission 

Michel Marto was bom in 1940 in Jerusalem. His academic 
credentials include a Masters Degree and a Ph.D. in econom- 
ics from the University of Southern California (.1970). Prior to 
his graduation, he also spent a year at Stanford University 
doing graduare research. 

Since 1989. Dr. Marto has served as deputy governor of the 
Central Bank of Jordan. He has also served as chairman of the 
board of the Industrial Development Bank and the Jordan 
Mongage and Refinance Company. Dr. Mano is also a mem- 
ber of the board of the Arab Potash Company. 

In addition. Dr. Mano has represented Jordan in many 
important bilateral and multilateral committees within the 
framework of the peace talks. He was also Jordan’s debt nego- 
tiator for the London Club C 19S9- 1993) and the. Paris Club 


< 1989-1 997) as well as the bilateral negotiations of creditor 
countries of the Paris Club. He is a member of the negotiating 
team with the International Monetary Fund (IMF) and has 
played a critical role in helping Jordan achieve monetary sta- 
bilisation and economic reform. 

Previously, Dr. Marto worked at the Bank of Jordan (1979- 
1989), first as deputy general manager, and then as managing 
director. Between 1977 and 1979, Dr. Mano served as the 
deputy general manager of the Jordan Fertiliser Industry Com- 
pany. He has also held several positions as a professional econ- 
omist Between 1975 and 1977, he was an economist with the 
World Bank (IBRD) in Washington, D.C. Prior to that (1971- 
1975) be served as the director of the economic research 
department at the Royal Scientific Society and economic 
adviser to HRH Crown Prince Hassan. Between 1969 and 
1970, Dr. Marto headed the economic research department at 
the Central Bank of Jordan. 

Dr. Marto has also presented and published research papers 
on economic issues at various international forums. 

Hishal Tall: Deputy chairman of the Securities Commission 

Hisham Tall served as the minister of justice from 1994 until 
1996. He also was the minister of state for prime ministry 
affairs from 1996 until March, 19th 1997. 

In addition, Mr. Tall has been a judge at the Higher Court of 
Justice — from 1991 until 1993, and headed the Office of 
Prosecutor between (1993-1994). 

Mr. Tall has been a member in the National Council, and has 
been practising law as a legal advisor from 1966 until 1990. 

Born in 1929, Mr. Tall earned his law degree from Universi- 
ty of Damascus, Syria in 1964. 

Tayser Abdul Jaben Commissioner/ the Securities Commission 

Tayser Abdul Jaber is the director of the Arab Consulting 
Centre. 

Prior to heading the Arab Consulting Centre, which he estab- 
lished in 1 985, Dr. Abdul Jaber served as the minister of labour 
and social development from 1984 until 1985. He was also 
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undersecretary at the Ministry .of Labour between 1979 and 
1984. Dr. Abdul Jaber was the secretary general for the 
National Planning Council (1977-1979), an economic expert 
with ESCWA (1975-1976), and director of economic of inter- 
national organisation department at the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs (1973-1974). 

Dr. Abdul Jaber started his career as a bank officer at the 
Arab Bank in 1963, and became the head of the banking oper- 
ations section ar the Central Bank of Jordan (CBJ) and later 
director of the economic research department in 1970. 

From 19S9 until 1993, Dr. Abdul Jaber was the under-secre- 
tary general of the United Nations and executive secretary for 
the U.N. Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia 
(ESCWA). 

Bora in 1940, Dr. Abdul Jaber earned his M.A. and Ph.D. in 
economics from University of Southern California, USA. 

Dr. Abdul Jaber is active in a number of organisations at the 
domestic, regional and international levels, including the Insti- 
tute of Management Consultants for which he serves as a 
chairman, and he has also been chairman and member of the 
board of Arab Labour Organisation, Social Security Corpora- 
tion, the Vocational Training Corporation and the World 
Affairs Council. He was recently elected as secretary general 
of the Jordan Businessmen Association. 

Dr. Abdul Jaber was a member of the Jordanian government 
delegation to the U.N. General Assembly, representing Jordan 
in the economic and financial committee between (1972- 
1974). He also was the spokesman for the Group of 77 for 
expert group meeting on the Reverse Transfer of Technology 
(UNCTAD) which was held in Geneva/Switzerland in the late 
seventies. 

Dr. Abdul Jaber has many published papers and studies that 
dealt with Arab economic integration. Jordan’s economy and 
human resource development He also lectured in many uni- 
versities and institutes in Jordan, the USA, Egypt and other 
countries. 

Maher Waked: Commissioner/the Securities Commission 

Maher Waked has had twenty-eight years of banking experi- 
ence. and is currently assistant general manager of the Bank of 
Jordan. 

Dr. Waked, bora in 1941, obtained a Ph-D, in public finance, 
USA. 1993 and has obtained ISO Internal Audit Designation, 
1997. 

Dr. Waked served as department head of banking supervi- 
sion, foreign currency, and internal auditing at the Central 
Bank of Jordan (CBJ). He was also seconded as advisor to 
establish banking supervision department in Lbtited Arab Emi- 
rates (UAE). This was under arrangement between CBJ and 
the International Monetary Fund (IMF). The department later 
became one of the main departments at the Central Bank in 
UAE. In addition. Dr. Waked participated in the establishment 
stages of the Cities and Village Development Bank in cooper- 
ation with the World Bank. 

Dr. Waked held several positions at the bank of Jordan 
which include: head of the inspection and audit department 
and establishing loan recovery deparunenL He is also on the 
board of directors of several public shareholding companies 
representing the Bank of Jordan in this regard. 

Dr. Waked was appointed by the Attorney General to inves- 
tigate cases of some collapsing banks in Jordan. In addition, 
he was a member in the research team of the Royal Scientific 
Society'. He published books and wrote articles in newspapers 
as well as in specialised financial magazines at both the local 
and international levels. 

Dr. Waked is also a lecturer at the Arab Banking and Finan- 
cial Science Academy. 

Abdul Hamid AI Hayari: Commissioner/the Securities Commission 

Abdul Hamid AI Hayari has been the director general of the 
General Supplies Department since 1991. in which he was 
heading the Central Tenders Committee in charge of purchas- 
ing the supplies requested by ministries and governmental 
establishments in addition to rendering consultation services 
to governmental authorities concerning the management of 
general supplies. 

Mr. AI Hayari started his career as a financial auditor at the 
Ministry of Fiancee between (1966-1969) and was a commis- 
sioned accountant for the Ministry of Agriculture from 1969 
until 197 1 . He headed the Central Tenders Section at the Min- 
istry of Finance between (1971-1 974). 

Mr. AI Hayar served as the financial controller for revenues 
and expenditures at the Ministry of Tourism. Foreign Affairs 
Ministry, and the Radio and Television Corporation between 
(1975-1980). 

Prior to his post as the director general of the General Sup- 
plies Department, Mr. AI Hayari was the assistant manager of 
general expenditures section and the head of expenditures sec- 
tion at the Ministry of Finance between (1980-1984). 

Bom in 1943, Mr. AI Hayari earned a B.A. in 
commerce/accounting and administrative management from 
Baghdad University. Iraq 1966. He lectured in subjects of 
accountancy, financial controlling supplies and lenders man- 
agement, in several institutes in Jordan. 
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Confident Agassi eyes a surprise; 


Seles ousts Pierce at U.S. Open 


NEW YORK (AFP) — 
Andre Agassi outwitted 
Mark Woodforde Sunday to 
take one more step toward 
duplicating his 1994 long- 
shot victory in the U.S. 
Open. 

Agassi, a former world 
number one who has sunk to 
63rd in the world, repaid 
Woodforde for a quarter- 
final defeat in Indianapolis 
two weeks ago with a 6-2. 
6-2. 6-4 third round beating. 

The victory sent Agassi 
into a fourth-round match 
with 1 3th-seeded Australian 
Pat Rafter, who cruised past 
France’s Lionel Roux 6-1. 
6 - 1 . 6 - 2 . 

Agassi, who was also 
unseeded when he won here 
in 1994, said the defeat at 
Indy taught him what to do 
againsr Woodforde. 

“Mark feeds off his ability 
to work on your pace,” 
Agassi said. 

“But when you don't give 
him the pace, when you 
keep it out of his wheel- 
house. he has to generate his 
own. He can’t get away with 
chipping if he’s got to gen- 
erate pace." 

So Agassi slowed it down, 
and Woodforde floundered. 

"! just didn't find an 
answer.*" Woodforde said, “I 
was always in two minds, I 
warned to try to serve-vol- 
ley on my second serve, but 
1 was frightened of his 
return.*’ 

Agassi had been notably 
lacking in the ability to exe- 
cute even a sound game 
plan effectively for much of 
the year. 

He admitted chat before 
the tournament he was 
wishing he had one more 
warm-up event. 

“I was still going out there 
in the first round going. 
‘I’ve eot to work through a 
few here to believe my 
game exists."' he said. 

He made a believer out of 
himself with a 6-0, 6-2. 6-2 
second-round victory over 
Adrian Voinea. 

Now Rafter is the only 
seed left in his quarter and 
Agassi is feeling confident. 

Tm in a whole different 
place now.” he said. “Now 
it's not about comeback. It's 
about going out there and 
winning matches." 

Monica Seles, also strug- 
gling this year to regain the 
form that earned her nine 
Grand Slam titles, battled to 
a 1-6, 6-2, 6-2 fourth-round 
victory over ninth-seeded 
Mary Pierce. 

“I felt if I could stay 
aggressive I would be doing 



Williams is feasting on the 
field at the LT.S. Open, hav- 
ing won her way to the 
quarter-finals as her debu- 
tante. But the 17-year-old 
American is finding the real 
feast in city restaurants. 
“Good to eat somewhere 
different every day,” 
Williams said. “When we 
go overseas, I'm kind of 
scared to eat different foods. 
We would eat Chinese every 
day in England and France. 
Finally got over it now. “In 
. England we had fish and 
chips. Other than that, I 
mean, it’s not the way I 
would have cooked it.” Of 
course, Jhe hands that grip 
the racquet rarely grip pots 
and pans. “I don't cook 
unless Is’m forced to,” she 
said. “There’s a hunger 
strike going on. My mom 
won’t cook. I guess I don’t 
cook because I don’t want 
to clean.” 


Mary Pierce or France reacts to a missed scoring opportunity after falling behind in 
the third set against second seed Monica Seles of the United States during their fourth 
round match at the~U;S. Open in-New^Yorifc Seles won 1-6 6-2 6-2 to advance to the 
quarterfinals (Reuters photo) 


Dope rumours upset 
ATP: Erroneous reports that 
world number five Thoruas 
Muster tested positive in a 
doping test have hurt the 
sport and the Austrian veter- 
an, ATP Tour chief execu- 
tive officer Mark Miles 
said. “When we here 
rumours a player tested pos- 
itive at a place where we 
were not testing, that is 
upsetting.” Miles said. “It 
has a negative impact on the 
sport and it can have that 
effect on an individual play- 
er.” An Italian newspaper 
reported Muster failed a 
doping test, a claim Muster 
denied angrily after losing 
in the first round here last 
week. “We thought (they) 
were irresponsible” Miles 
said. “There’s no excuse for 
it." Miles said the ATP tests 
about 1,000 times a year 
and top players are tested 
three or four times a year in 
and out of competition. 


very well.” Seles said of her 
plan for the match. “I 
thought I was going to start 
out being aggressive. A cou- 
ple of times I missed the 
shot. I became very tenta- 
tive. 

“I had a hard time Finding 
my rhythm. Those are the 
times I need to hang in 
there. Hopefully as the 


matches progress. I can get 
back that aggressive style of 
play." 

In the quarter-finals Seles 
will meet 1 1th seed Irina 
Spirlea of Romania, who 
upset fifth-seeded South 
African Amanda Coetzer 7- 


6 (7/4), 6-4. 

The other quarter-final in 
the lower half of the draw 
will pit unseeded Sandrine 
Testud of France against 
untried American Venus 
Williams. 

Williams, 17 and playing 
in her first U.S. Open, beat 
South African Joanette 
Kruger 6-2, 6-3. while 


Tesrud downed Slovakian 
Karina Habsudova 6-3. 4-6. 
7-6 (7/1) to her first Grand 
Slam quarter-final. 

Men’s second seed 
Michael Chang reached the 
fourth round with a 6-1, 6-3. 


7-5 victory over Armenian 
Sargis Sargsian. He’ll next 
play France’s Cedric 
Pioline. who needed seven 
match points to subdue 
India's Leander Paes 3-6, 7- 
ti (7/5), 1-6, 6-3, 6-4. 

Tenth seed Marcelo Rios 
of Chile also waded through 
Five sets, emerging with a 6- 
4, 3-6, 6-3; 1-6. 6-1 win 
over Germany’s Tommy 
Haas. 


UJS. Open diary 


Venus feasting 
“Big Apple*’ 1 : 


in the 

Venus 


Seles fan is a real dog: 
Monica Seles had a special 
spectator watching her 
fourth-round match here 
Sunday — her dog Ariel. 
Seles was given the Yorkie 
bitch as a surprise following 
the French Open. But a 
mishap kept her from mak- 
ing the scene at Wimbledon. 
“She broke her leg so 1 
couldn't take her to 
England,” Seles said. “So I 
just had her now for 10 
days.” Seles had another 
dog but it died. “It’s nice to 
have somebody at least 
when you come home,” 
Seles said. 



Sergi Braguera of Spain celebrates after beating 
Hernan Gumy of Argentina during their third round 
match at the U.S. Open. Bruguera won in five sets 6-1 
64 5-7 3-6 64 (Reuters photo) 


Irina Spirlea of Romania, the 11th seed, celebrates her win over fifth-seed Amanda 
Coetzer of South Africa after their fourth-round U.S. Open tennis match in New 


York. Spirlea reached the U.S. Open quarter-finals for the first time in her career on 
Sunday by upsetting Amada Coetzer 7-6 (74) 64 (Reuters photoO 



Andre Agassi of the United States, wearing a black ribbon in memory of Princess 


Diana, gives thumbs-up to the crowd after defeating Mark Woodforde of Australia 
iind match at the US. Open in New York. “It's sick that this hap- 


during their third round match at the US. Open 
pened,” the High profile American tennis star, who is married to actress Brooke 
Shields, said before the match as he walked from practice to the locker room. Agassi 
defeated Woodforde 6-2 6-2 6-4 (Reuters photo) 


U.S. Open pays respects to Diana 


NEW YORK (AFP) — The U.S. Open ten- 
nis championships paused Sunday as play- 
ers and fans remembered Diana, Princess of 
Wales, less than a day after her death in a 
road accident in Paris. 

Fans in the 23,000-seat Arthur Ashe stadi- 
um were asked to stand and observe a 
minute of silence in honor of the princess, 
her companion Dodi A1 Fayed and their dri- 
ver, who were all killed in the crash which 
occurred shortly after midnight 

And superstar tennis players, familiar 
themselves with the frenzied attention of 
paparazzi, joined the chorus condemning 
the photographers who were chasing 
Diana's car when it crashed. 

Nine-time Grand Slam champion Monica 
Seles recalled that after she won her first 
French Open title in 1990, photographers 
on a motorbike actually banged into her car. 

'They were curious where I was going to 
celebrate,” Seles said. 

“They hit the car. That was the closest 
I've come to anything like that.” 

Seles was just 16 years old at the time. 
She later paid an even greater price for her 
high public profile, when she was stabbed 
in the back by a deranged fan of rival Steffi 
Graf during a tournament in Hamburg in 
1993. 

But Seles said she didn't think she or any 
other tennis player faced the kind of pres- 
sure from the media that Diana felt. 

“I don’t think any of us can relate to the 
level she had," Seles said. “It’s just a terri- 
ble, tragic thing. To all the other people in 
the car, too.” 

Former world number one Andre Agassi, 
whose marriage to actress Brooke Shields 
has made him doubly attractive to the 
tabloid press, excoriated the photographers 
who make a living pursuing the famous. 


‘It’s wrong.” Agassi stud. “They put the 
dollar ahead of any sense of ethics, any 
sense of morals.” 

Agassi was hardly less scathing in his 
condemnation of the public who consume 
the photographs. 

“Certainly this is a situation where we 
have an opportunity to make a step forward 
and do something about it.” he said. “If 
there's nothing that is done, if nothing 
changes, it's sad, it’s an even sadder day.” 

England’s Virginia Wade, who won an 
emotional Wimbledon in 1977. the year of 
Queen Elizabeth II's silver jubilee, recalled 
meeting Diana in later years, when the 
princess was a regular in the royal box dur- 
ing The Championships. 

“She would always talk to you like you 
were her best friend,” Wade recalled. 

While Diana became the most watched 
woman in the world, Wade said she felt thar 
the princess never lost the shyness of her 
youth. 

“I know the first time I met her at the 
royal box. We'd had one of these parades 
of, I think it was 100 ladies who had played 
Wimbledon. “She said, 'Weren't you self 
conscious out there with all those people 
watching you?' 

“From then on I had a sense that she was 
really shy.” 

Diana was an enthusiastic tennis fan and 
played regularly herself. She once played 
former world number one Steffi Graf in a 
charity match. 

Wade recalled that she once discussed the 
difficulties of public life with the princess, 
although she said the small intrusions into 
her own privacy were nothing to those 
faced by the princess. 

“She was trying to be a real person in the 
midst of that," Wade said. 


World Cup qualifier unchanged, sports 
events to be cancelled for funeral 


LONDON (AFP) — All 
sports events scheduled for 
Britain on Saturday are fac- 
ing cancellation following 
the announcement of the 
'funeral arrangements for 
Diana, Princess of Wales. 

Cricket’s NatWest Trophy 
final was the weekend's 
main event and it is now 
likely to be held on Sunday, 
■ The Football League are 
to “consult with all parties 
concerned” over whether 
Saturday’s Nationwide 
League programme; as well 
as Bradford's home match 
with Sunderland on Friday 
evening, will go ahead, but 
it is likely to be postponed. 

The rugby league 


Premiership preliminary 
round match between Leeds 
and Oldham at Headingley 
has already been cancelled 
and Rugby Union’s 
European Cup matches are 
likely to be postponed, 
although a final decision 
will not be made until 
Tuesday. 

Race meetings at 
Haydock, Epsom, Thirsk, 
Wolverhampton and 

Stratford may also be can- 
celled. 

England's World Cup 
qualifier with Moldova next 
Wednesday will go ahead, 
the Football Association 
confirmed. 

The English Premiership 


match between Bolton and 
Everton was to go ahead as 
scheduled at Bolton’s new 
Reebok stadium on Monday 
night. 

The decision followed 
discussions between foot- 
ball authorities and the 
Government about whether 
it should be postponed as. a 
mark of respect. 

On Sunday, the sell-out 
Premiership match between 
Liverpool and Newcastle, 
plus Crewe's game with 
Port Vale were called off in 
England along with 
Kilmarnock’s game 
Motherwell in Scotland. 
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Devers 

nails 

down one 
last win 


CXCANLA, Sicily (AFP) — 
America’s Olympic 100 
metres champion Gail Dev- 
ers won the festival sprint, 
here on Sunday and then 
declared that her trademark 
long nails were to be cut 
■ off. 

Devers, who was pan of 
an all star line-up invited to 
reanomt the newly renovat- 
ed ‘Cibali’ stadium here, 
beat Ukraine's Zhanna P in- 
cuse vich, the world silver 
medallist at 100 and 200 
metres titleholder, and then 
revealed the nails which are 
so long they curl round into 
the palm of her hands were 
to become a thing of the 
jpast. 

“It’s like smokers who try 
to give up. It’s taken me a 
long time to realise they 
must go and as I regard this 
as a transitional season I’ve 
decided dial the month of 
September is as good a time 
3S any to cut them off," 
Devers said. 

Another athlete who faces 
a change won the men's 
100 metres — Namibian 




.'.S 


m 



American two times Olympic champion Gail Devers waves to spectators at Catania's 
Cibaii stadium after she won the women’s 100 meter in a festival of sprint at the 
World Student Games. Deves clocked her best time of 11.03 (Reuters photo) 


Frankie Fredericks, who 
has decided he will be 
called Frank when he 
retires, completed the 100- 
200 double here. 

Thiny-year-old Freder- 
icks, who took silver in the 
200 metres world title in 
Athens, blasted out of the 
blocks and easily disposed 
of Americans Dennis 
Mitchell and John Drum- 
mond. 

Cuba's Ivan Pedroso 
showed whar a champion 
he is by taking the World 
Student Games title here on 
Sunday with his last jump 
of the long jump competi- 
tion — denying Jamaican 


James Beckford who had 
led for the whole event. 

Pedroso, the 24-year-old 
who won the world title in 
Athens earlier in the month, 
jumped for joy after his 
effort of 8.40 metres which 
was also a World Student 
Games record. 

It left Beckford. who had 
led with 8.35m, who was 
due to jump last, a final 
shot at beating his tormen- 
tor. 

The 22-year-old 

Jamaican, who was allowed 
back into competition in 
Athens when the LAAF 
revised their drugs ban pol- 
icv and his three- month 


suspension for testing posi- 
tive for caffeine was 
revoked, made a good 
effort of it but touched 
down short with 8.33. : 

Pedroso’s win completed 
a superb year, adding this 
title to the world indoor and 
outdoor versions. 

For Beckford it was the 
third time he has had to take 
silver in a championships. 
He was second at the world 
championships two years 
ago, where Pedroso won, 
the Olympics, and here in a 
classic duel to round off the 
World Student Games in 
great style. 


New coaches win NFL season-openers 


I NEW YORK (AFP) — Six 
new National Football 
League coaches and the 
Tennesse Oilers, relocated 
from Houston, tasted victo- 
ry Sunday in the season's 
opening American football 
games. 

Dick Vermeil of Si. 
Louis. Bill Parcells of the 
New York Jets, Pete Carroll 
of the New England Patri- 
ots, Bobby Ross of the 
Detroit Lions. Jim Fassel of 
the New York Giants and 
Bruce Cosier of Cincinnati 
won in their debuts with 
new clubs. 

Five other new coaches 
were losers, including 
Mike Ditka of New 
Orleans, Dan Reeves or' 
Atlanta. Steve Mariucci of 
San Francisco, Kevin 
Gilbride of San Diego and 

} Oakland’s Joe Bugel. 
Lawrence Phillips rushed 
for a career-high 125 yards 
and three touchdowns to 
lead St. Louis past New 
Orleans 3S-24 in the first- 
ever meeting between two 
coaches who ended extend- 
ed retirements to return. 

“Needless to say. I'm 
very pleased.” said 60- 
year-old Vermeil, out of the 
NFL for 14 years. "I owe 
an awful lot to my coaching 
staff. It took 15 years to do 
it again and our coaching 

* staff did a hell of a job." 

1 Ex-Chicago coach Ditka 
took on the challenge of 
overhauling the Saints, 
who were 3-13 last year, 
after a four-year hiatus 
from coaching. 

Troy Aikman tied a 
career-high with four 
touchdown passes, two to 
Michael Irvin, as Dallas 
railed Pittsburgh 37-7. 

Anthony Miller and 
Daryl Johnston also caught 
touchdown passes for the 
Cowboys, who handed 
Pittsburgh its worst defeat 
since a 41-10 loss to 
Cincinnati in 1989. 

* Tampa Bay spoiled the 
debut of Mariucci with a 
stunning 13-6 victory over 
the 49ers. whose offense 
failed to score a touchdow n 
for rhe first time since 
1991, a span of S6 regular- 
season and 10 playoff 
games. 

The 49ers lost quarter- 
back Steve Young to an 


to 







San Francisco 49ers quarterback Steve Young is 
sacked by Tampa Bay Buccaneers Hardy Nickerson 
during the fourth quarter. The Bucs, who sacked 49er 
quarterbacks seven times, won 13-6 (Reuters photo) 


apparent concussion on 
San Francisco's first pos- 
session of the game and 
then lost Jerry Rice to a 
knee injuiy late in the first 
half. Rice hurt his right 
knee as he was dragged to 
the turf by his fucemask by 
Bucs defend ve end Warren 
Sapp. 

“1 told my team that it we 
all didn't ache inside that 
we didn’t care." said Mari- 
ucci. “Rice's injury had an 
effect on the team. But it's 
going to be a long season. 
If one of us gues down 
someone must step up." 

The first NFL game in 
Tennessee was met by a 
half-empty stadium at 
Memphis, which saw Eddie 
Geonze run for 216 vards. 


and A1 Del Greco kick a 
33-vard field goal 6:57 into 
overtime to give the Oilers 
a 24-21 victory over Oak- 
land. 

After 37 years in Hous- 
ton. the Oilers moved to 
Tennessee but lured only 
30.171 to the 62.000-seai 
Liberty Bow l in Memphis, 
their home for two years 
until a new stadium is built 


in Nashville. 

Parcells. who led New 
England to last January's 
Super Bowl, made his 
debut with the Jets a rous- 
ing success. Neil O’Don- 
nell threw a career-high 
five touchdown passes in a 
41-3 dismantling of Seane, 
giving the Jets as many tri- 
umphs this season as* they 
managed in all of 1996. 

"I couldn’t hope for any- 
thing better than that.” said 
Parcells. 

“I realize that it’s a long 
season and it’s just one 
step." 

The Patriots flourished 
under Parcells’ replacement 
Carroll with a 41-7 rour of 
San Diego. Drew- Bledsoe 
completed 26-of-39 passes 
for 340 yards and four 
touchdowns for the Patri- 
ots. who led 31-0 at half- 
time. 

Fassel became the first 
coach to win his NFL debut 
on his birthday as the 
Giants defeated the 
Philadelphia Eagles. 31-17. 
He turned 4S Sunday. 

Coslet. 7-2 after replac- 
ing David Shula as Bengals 
coach last year, continued 
his winning ways as 
Cincinnati rallied from a 
2 1-3 deficit to beat Arizona 

24- 21. 

In other games, Denver 
beat Kansas City 19-3, 
Minnesota beat Buffalo 34- 
Id, Miami defeated Indi- 
anapolis 16-10. Jack- 
sonville edged Baltimore 

25- 27. Detroit beat Atlanta 
2S-17 and Washington 
topped Carolina 24-10.” 


FOR RENT 

MODERN FURNISHED & UNFURNISHED APARTMENTS 

— TWO BEDROOMS — 

Location: Jabal Amman - Zahran - 

Between 3 rd & 4 th Circles 
Call Tel.: 642351 - 667862 - 079/50504 

fS Special Offer 

80 CHANNAL 

SATELLITE SYSTEM 

For Only — — - 


Maintenance for all your 
satellite equipments 


275 


mm 


A furnished ground floor flat, comprising 
two bedrooms, a dining room, with 2 
bathrooms, a kitchen {fully furnished) and 
a telephone line. Located at a very unique 
location at Urn Utheina - behind Um 
Utheina Commercial Complex - Amman. 
Annual rent is required and preference is 
for companies or embassies. 

To visit or inquire, please call us on 

827075 or 827079 


Semi-Furnished Villa For Rent 

Furnished super deluxe semi-villa, comprising 
three bedrooms, a spacious dining room, an 
| air-conditioned parlour connected to a large 
roofed veranda, with three bathrooms, a 
kitchen (fully furnished with rosewood 
cabinets), a storage room, a private entrance, 

| a big garden, a garage and a telephone line. 
Located at the 4th Circle - near the Prime 
Ministry - Jabal Amman. 

Annual rent is required and preference is for ( 
companies or embassies. 

To visit or inquire, please call us on 

827075 or 827079 


Five cities in tight race 
for 2004 Olympic Games 


PARIS (AFP) — Athens says it is time for the Olympics to 
return to their spiritual home. Rome points to its organisa- 
tional abilities and Stockholm claims it is the choice of the 
athletes. 

Cape Town and Buenos Aires argue it is time the Games 
moved into new arenas. 

The merits of all those arguments will be put to the test 
when the International Olympic Committee meets in Lau- 
sanne on Friday to decide the host city for the 2004 
Olympic Games. 

Insiders say it is one of the tightest races ever. The Games 
haven’t been held in Europe since Barcelona in 1992; mov- 
ing instead to Atlanta and Sydney. 

That gives added urgency to die push from Athens, Rome 
and Stockholm. The Olympics have never been held in 
Africa or South America, though, boosting the arguments 
of Cape Town and Buenos Aires. 

For all the arguments in favour of each candidate, there 
are counter-arguments against. 

Athens' organisation of the recent worid athletics cham- 
pionships came under fire; and the crowds were dismal 
over the first few days. 

Rome has major traffic problems, while Stockholm’s bid 
has been damaged, perhaps fatally, by a series of terrorist 
bombing attacks. 

Cape Town lacks infrastructure and the high crime level 
in South Africa looms as a potential problem, while the 
people of Buenos 

Aires have indicated no real enthusiasm for hosting the 
Olympiad. 

Rome and Athens, the two founding cities of modem cul- 
ture, have until recently been considered the front-runners. 
Then came the furore over the world athletics champi- 
onships and discontent over uncompleted facilities at die 
World Student Games in Sicily, an event overseen by one 
of Rome’s main backers — International Amateur Athletic 
Federation president Primo Nebiolo, who is also head of 
the International University Sports Federation (HSU). 

It was the outspoken Nebiolo who sparked most of the 
debate over Athens’ running of the world championships, 
claiming the LAAF had to step in to prevent the event 
becoming a debacle. 

Following damaging organisational failures in Atlanta 
last year, whereihe transport system and the official results 
system failed and a terrorist bomb was responsible for two 
deaths and several injuries in the downtown area, IOC 
members are understandably keen to avoid both risks and 
the possibility of future maladministration. 

Greeks said Nebiolo’s criticisms were motivated purely 
by his determination to see Rome’s bid succeed. 

"As a money lover and an Italian. Nebiolo is interested in 
his country, and Rome. But I believe that Greece will get 
the 2004 Olympics," said Greek Justice Minister Evangelos 
Yannopoulos. 

It has been largely Rome. Athens and Stockholm at heart 
of the argument in the lead-up to the decision. Cape Town 


Maradona protests 
his innocence 


BUENOS AIRES (AFP) — 
Argentine soccer star Diego 
Maradona is protesting his 
innocence after failing yet 
another drugs test. 

Maradona said he had not 
taken cocaine, his agent 
Guillermo Coppola told the 
Argentine television pro- 
gram “Tribuna Caliente" on 
Sunday. 

"Diego swore to me he 
did not take cocaine, so 
now I doubt the results of 
the doping test,” Coppola 
said. 

"He came to my house to 
avoid journalists who were 
chasing him." 

Mardona was in hiding 
over the weekend, first 
staying out of sight in a 
friend's home in the 
wealthy Buenos Aires sub- 
urb of Recoleta and then 
returning to his own house. 

"He hasn’t told me when 
he will speak publicly 
about the issue, but I'm 
sure he will do so when 


he’s ready,” Coppola said. 
“I say we leave him alone 
and don’t pressure him. ” 

Maradona tested positive 
for cocaine after an Argen- 
tine League match eight 
days ago in which he 
scored a penally for his 
club Boca Juniors. 

If a second test proves 
positive this week. 
Maradona, who turns 37 in 
October, is likely to be sus- 
pended for up to five years. 

The Argentine Football 
Association provisionally 
suspended him on Friday 
and has summoned him for 
a hearing Tuesday. 

Maradona, who has had 
several drug problems, was 
attempting his fifth career 
comeback. He had tested 
postive for drugs twice 
before, in 1991 when he 
was playing for Napoli and 
during the 1994 World Cup 
in the United States. 
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and Buenos Aires, the less favoured candidates, have large- 
ly avoided the mud-slinging. 

Rome has 30 of its 38 venues already in place, but host- 
ed the Olympics in 1960. Some see it as too soon to return 
to a city that has already held the Games when new cities ■ 
are c lamo uring for the opportunity. 

Stockholm, which hosted the Olympics back in 1912, has 
been rocked by a series of arson attacks. An extremist 
Swedish group has threatened to “disrupt and destroy” the 
Games if they are awarded to the Swedish city. 

“If Stockholm gets it, we will make the 1972 Olympic 
tragedy in Munich look like a kindergarten tiff," read a let- 
ter signed by the organisation whose name translates as 
“We Who Built Sweden.” 

The group says money used on the Olympics would be 
better spent on job creation and the building of facilities for 
the homeless. 1 

Stockholm’s plans — supported by athletes including 
Stefan Edbeig, Willie Banks and Ato Boldon — include the 
expense of a new 70,000-seat Olympic Stadium on the sea 
at Hammarby. 

“It is clear that it would have been better if these things 
(bombings) hadn’t happened,” said Stockholm mayor Mats 
Hu 1th. “But you just have to swallow, clench your teeth and 
push ahead.” 

With Sydney, Australia, hosting the 2000 Olympics, it is 
thought unlikely the Games will be held in the southern 
hemisphere twice in a row. 

Cape Town, though, has conducted a solid campaign and 
there is a big push for sport's biggest occasion to be held in 
Africa. 

President Nelson Mandela has said Cape Town deserves 
to host the Games as a reward for South Africa's averting 
bloodshed and soothing white minority fears prior to the 
1994 all-race elections. 

Mandela, who will be in Lausanne for the decision, said 
that an IOC vote for Cape Town would be “a vote for the 
deepening of democraciy.” 

South Africa has hosted the rugby World Cup and the 
African Nations football c ham pionship, both with great 
success, since returning to the international sporting arena 
after the apartheid years. 

Buenos Aires has been the most low-key candidate — but 
so was Atlanta before the decision on the 1996 host. Those 
IOC members who have visited the Argentine capital have 
reportedly been impressed with what they have seen as 
Buenos Aires makes its fifth bid to be an Olympic hosL 

“I’m impressed and surprised,” said Israeli IOC member 
Alex Gilady after a visit to Buenos Aires in April. Olympic 
insiders have also said that Buenos Aires could appeal as a 
compromise candidate for members fed-up with the bicker- 
ing between Rome and Athens. 

There is a feeling within the IOC that all five bidding 
cities have the capability to hosi the Olympics. Now the 
113 members have to decide which of the five bidders can 
produce a truly outstanding Olympics. 


Rivaldo fires Barca, 
Seedorf saves Real 


MADRID (AFP) — Barcelona began the post-Ronaldo era 
Sunday with a comprehensive 3-0 demolition of Real 
Sociedad at the Nou Camp, IS million-pound new recruit 
Rivaldo scoring twice. 

With Brazilian striker Ronaldo finally having left for 
Inter Milan in the summer for a fee yet to be decided, com- 
patriot Rivaldo, signed from Deportivo La Coruna, stepped 
into his shoes and made an immediate impression with 
goals in the 27th and 80th minutes. 

Another Brazilian, Giovanni, hit Barca’s other goal in the 
56th minute against outclassed opponents. 

Champions Real Madrid opened their title defence Satur- 
day with a 1-1 draw against city rivals AtJeiico, salvaging 
a point only thanks to a 40-yard wonder goal by Dutchman 
Clarence Seedorf. 

Real, now coached by German Jupp Heynckes following 
Fabio Capello’s return to Milan, dominated the match at a 
seething Bemabeu stadium. 


FOR SALE 

Range Rouer 1989, excellent condition, 
duty unpaid, blue colour uiith full 
options. Interested only, 

please call Tel.: 5535486 


Furnished Apartment For Rent 


Consists of three bedrooms, three bathrooms, sitting 
room, living room, L-shaped dining room, fully equipped 
kitchen, telephone is available, separate central 
heating. Suitable for diplomatic families. 

Please contact Tel. 5510794 or 5530444 



Under the Patronage of HRH Princess 
Sumaya Bint AI-Hassan 
Tradition comes alive at Kan Zaman Village 
ArtiZaman & BaniHamida 
welcome you to the 
Bani Hamida Exhibition 
’ Rugs ’ Cushions ' Runners 
• Wallhangings * Baskets 

at Al-Baidar Hall of the historic village of Kan Zaman 

Starting Monday, 25/8 - Saturday, 20/9/97 
From 9:00 a_m. - 1 1:00 p.m. 

The exhibition is sponsored by 

RilfttU Ut iuC S m.. .T.i j 
£ FTCr t ;o« 


For more information, please call 658696/7. 
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THE LATE PRINCESS IN WAX: Tourists pass a waxwork statue of Princess 
Diana at Madame Tussaud's in London on Monday. The funeral of the 


f irmcess, will take place on Saturday, Buckingham Palace announced today 
See story on page 1) (Reuters photo) 


Egyptian press hawks conspiracy 


theories on princess, Dodi’s death 


CAIRO (AFP) — The 
Egyptian press on Monday 
lamented the death of a 20th 
century Cinderella, and hint- 
ed that Princess Diana and her 
millionaire Egyptian lover 
died in a plot orchestrated by 
British intelligence services. 

“Did the British secret ser- 
vices kill Diana?” shouted the 
Al Usbue weekly on in its 
from page, suggesting a racist 
plot to end Diana's relation- 
ship with Dodi Fayed. 

Fayed, the playboy film 
producer son of Egyptian bil- 
lionaire Mohammad Fayed, 
was killed with Diana when 
their car crashed at high speed 
in a Paris tunnel while being 
pursued by a pack of press 
photographers on motorbikes. 

"In spite of the statement by 
Prince Charles on the free- 
dom of his ex-wife to choose 
her future husband, a feeling 
of spumed haired raged 
among the royal family and it 
is likely that orders were 
given to the British secret ser- 
vices to put an end to this 
relationship at any price.” 
said the paper. 

"Diana’s insistence on car- 
rying on this relationship per- 
haps pushed the (secret) ser- 


vices to get rid of her and her 
friend far from England so as 
not to attract suspicion," it 
added- ■ 

The paper doubted that tbe 
motorcyclists pursuing 
Diana’s car were photogra- 
phers, saying it was impracti- 
cal to ride a motorbike and 
take photographs at the same 
time. 

The Al Alain Al Yawm 
daily also questioned the offi- 
cial version of events with a 
front page headline: “Who 
killed Diana and Dodi?” 

“Diana and Dodi broke the 
wall of sound in the past few 
weeks, annoying many peo- 
ple, and in 20 years perhaps 
the press will give us answers 
to the mysterious questions. 

“Two answers exist: a dear 
one, the pursuit of the 
paparazzi and another one for 
those who like plots," Al 
Alam Al Yawm added 

“Diana was a star which 
shone and Dodi was a man 
who got burnt for getting too 
near to a shooting star," said 
the paper. 

Dodi a 41 -year-old film- 
maker and playboy with a 
home in Los Angeles, was lit- 
tle known in Egypt until pho- 


tographs of his passionate 
embraces with Princess Diana 
appeared around the worid 

But his father Mohammad 
owner of Britain's luxury 
department store Harrods and 
die Ritz in Paris, has long had 
a stormy relationship with the 
British establishment — 
fuelling the Egyptian conspir- 
acy theories. 

The main Egyptian news 
agency MENA also suggest- 
ed Sunday that foul play was 
responsible for the death of 
the glamorous couple and 
their driver. 

"The scenario of the events 
and racist (verbal) attacks 
which preceded the accident 
suggest that it could have 
been a plot,” it said. 

Even the Al Ahram govern- 
ment daily, which usually 
shies away from sensational- 
ism, quoted eyewitnesses to 
the crash saying they believed 
it was a “premeditated acci- 
dent." 

The Al Akhbar daily said 
the couple’s death hailed the 
end of the “myth of a 20th 
century Cinderella." 

“Erriad (Dodi) Fayed lived 
like a prince and died with a 
princess," it added. 


Kibbutzniks turn backs on roots 


of Zionism for capitalist comfort 


DEGANIA f AFP) — After a 
century as the pre-eminent 
symbol of Zionism, the Israeli 
kibbutz has turned its hack on 
the communal model inherited 
front the movement’s pioneers, 
giving in to the comforts of 
family life and capitalist 
endeavours. 

As the Zionist movement 
marked iLs 1 00th anniversary 
last week. Dcgania. the first 
Zionist farming commune, 
moved into a new era — voting 
to transform its collective din- 
ing room into a paying restau- 
rant 

Founded in 1910 on the 
shores of the Sea of Gulilce in 
northern Israel, Dcgania was 
obliged to bow to modem reali- 
ty — the kibbutz’s 550 resi- 
dents simply would rather eat at 
home in their modest hunga- 
lows than share meals ire the 
communal hall. 

“It's Ute end of a symbol,” 
said Hie Goldsmith, a Labour 
member of parliament who has 
lived at Dcgania Tor a decade. 

“If the kibbutz members can 
give up collective meals today, 
tomorrow they’ll abandon the 
other aspects of communal liv- 
ing." he said. 

Already the time when "kib- 
butzniks" collectively chose the 
names of their children or the 
small ‘■comrades” shared the 
rare pairs of leather shoes for an 
occasional trip to town are bare- 


ly a distant memory. 

Burdened with heavy debts, 
the vast majority of the 270 kib- 
butzim which are home to 
about 122.000 people in Israel 
have been forced to shift from 
their socialist post to a distinc- 
tively capitalist present. 

“the kibbutzim have begun a 
process of privatisation and the 
implications of this are really 
beginning to appear only 
today,” said Shlomo Getz, 
director of a research centre 
about kibbutz developments at 
Haifa University. 

According to Mr. Getz, half 
of the kibbutzim employ 
salaried employees to handle 
tasks once shared by residents, 
while a third permit members to 
own their own cars and a fifth 
are planning to abandon the 
system under which a com- 
mune's earnings are equally 
distributed to all 

At the same time the kibbutz- 
im arc abandoning their agricul- 
tural roots and turning to more 
profitable industrial pursuits. 

Dcgania has totally given up 
its fields and today lives exclu- 
sively from the $25 million 
earned each year by Tool Gal a 
factory that makes diamond 
cutting equipment. 

“The economic problems of 
the kibbutzim served as a cata- 
lyst for change, but the crisis is 
really more profound, involving 
the entire socialist ideology 


which originally lay behind the 
movement,” said Shlomo Prital 
the secretary, or “mayor," of 
Kibbutz Maale Ahamisha near 
Jerusalem. ■ 

“Kibbutz / members have 
become more demanding, more 
interested in their own needs." 
he said. 

“They no longer see the kib- 
butz as a commune but as a 
grouping of individual entities.” 
Mr. Prital said during an inter- 
view in the lobby of the 240- 
room hotel — equipped with 
state-of-the-art health club — 
which provides Maale 
Ahamisha with most of its 


income, 

Mr. Prital soys he is one of tbe 
kibbutz movement’s “conserva- 
tives” but has had to make con- 
cessions in order to “make 
Maale Ahamisha attractive" for 
its 200 members. 

“We are letting more and 
more members work and 
achieve things outside tie kib- 
butz,” he said Like about 50 
other kibbutzim. Maale 
Ahamisha is planning to build 
private homes alongside the 
communal housing so non- 
members can benefit from the 
kibbutz “quality of .life," Mt 
Prital said. “Many kibbutzim 
are going to evolve into cooper- 
ative viDages where only edu- 
cation and health services will 
be handled by the community," 
predicted Degania’s Goldsmith. 


Dodi, well covered by British media 
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while alive, is now buried and ignored 


LONDON (AFP) — Diana's 
companion Dodi Fayed had 
grabbed the headlines of die 
British tabloids since his 
romance with Diana began, 
but his tragic death alongside 
the princess barely got a pass- 
ing mention Monday. 

The Egyptian-born busi- 
nessman, in line with Muslim 
tradition, was buried within 
hours of his death in a quiet 
family ceremony in London 
on Sunday while the British 
press concentrated on the 
arrangements for Diana's 
funeral next weekend, 

Al-Fayed, the son of 
Harrods’ owner Mohammad 
Fayed, was buried at the 
Brooklands cemetery near 
Guildford, southwest of 
London, less than 24 hours 
after the high-speed car crash 
in Paris that also killed the dri- 
ver and seriously injured a 
bodyguard. 

The aunt of Imad “Dodi” 
Fayed said Monday her broth- 
er Mohammad Fayed wanted 
Dodi buried in Britain so that 
be could often visit his eldest 


son's grave. 

“We would have preferred 
that Dodi be buried in his 
borne town, Alexandria, but 
my brother said he wanted his 
favourite son to remain near- 
by so be could visit his grave 
as often as possible." Suad 
Fayed told Agence France 
Presse (AFP). 

Several tabloids, which 
printed pictures of Diana and 
Dodi together, mentioned in 
passing that tbe princess 
seemed to have found happi- 
ness with the 41-year-old mil- 


lionaire. 

The Daily Mirror in a short 
article pointed out that 
Fayed's prophecy of never 
having a girlfriend after Diana 
had proved tragically true. 

The Daily Mail published a 
photo of Fayed in polo attire 
with a caption that read: “His 
team beat Prince Charles.” 

But although Dodi who 
like his father was repeatedly 
denied British citizenship for 
unexplained reasons despite 
his family’s business empire 
in Britain was not embraced 
by the British establishment, 
he was accepted by many, as 
attested by fee number of peo- 
ple and tourists who paid trib- 
ute to him in messages 
scrawled on a book of condo- 
lences at Harrods’ department 
store. One message read: ‘To 
a man who brought happiness 
to Diana." Fayed, who parad- 
ed his romantic conquests on 
yachts and in palaces, was the 
epitome of a playboy. But it 
was his involvement wife the 
most photographed woman in 
tbe world which propelled 
him to the headlines five 
weeks ago. 

The heir to fee Fayed for- 
tune, Dodi already had a 
string of attachments behind 
him when his romance with 
the princess came to the atten- 
tion of the world’s paparazzi. 

Newspapers were quick to 
draw fee parallel between 
Diana's romance wife Dodi 
and feat of Jacqueline 
Kennedy wife the Greek ship- 
ping magnate Aristotle 
Onassis. 

Real or supposed affairs in 




Dodi buried in London 


father wanted him near 





ALEXANDRIA (AFP) — 
Tbe aunt of Imad “Dodi" 
Fayed said Monday her 
brother Mohammad Fayed 
wanted Dodi buried in 
Britain so that he could 
often visit his eldest son’s 


grave. 

“We would have pre- 
ferred that Dodi be buried 
in his home town, 
Alexandria, but my brother 
said he wanted his favourite 
son to remain nearby so he 
could visit his grave as 
often as possible," Suad 
Fayed told Agence France 
Presse (AFP). 

DodL Princess Diana and 
their driver were killed in a 
high-speed car crash early 
Sunday in Paris. The body- 
guard with them was seri- 
ously injured. 

The 41 -year-old 

Egyptian- born film maker, 
in line with Muslim tradi- 
tion. was buried within 
hours of his death in a quiet 
family, ceremony Sunday. 


“This tragedy has really 
flodred'me. and I’m going 
to London 'tomorrow* to be 
srf'his-’&fe." Ms. Fayed said 
of , her" brother Mohammad 
Fdiybd, fee • billionaire 
owner of the London-based 
Harrods department store. 

Suad also deplored the 
"defamatory" press cam- 
paign against her brother in 
Britain and other Western 
countries which portrayed 
them as social climbers. 

Her daughter. Bustan 
Ibrahim. Dodi’s first 
cousin, said ‘1 don't expect 
any sympathy after the 
accident from fee foreign 
jnedia. They act as if they 
tire conducting a vendetta 
against us." 

Mohammad Fayed was 
the third child of an educa- 
tion ministry' inspector. He 
has two brothers, Sal ah and 
Omar, and two sisters. 
Sayefa arid Suad. 

At fee beginning of fee 
1950s, fee family founded 


fee shipping cogany' 

Adriatica which uses fee 

. deluxe Italian liners EgxSria 
and Ausonia in..; fee 

Mediterranean, a maritime 

agent in Alexartdraktold 
AFP- -Iti- 

Imad Al-Fayed, known as 

Dodi. was bom April I5„ 
1956 to Mohammad-Fayed 
and Samira Khashog^i, sis-; 
ter of Saudi billitiimire 
Adnan KhashoggL <Their . 
marriage lasted only two 
years. ‘ 

However. Dodi grew up 
in luxury- in his father s 
Alexandria home, near fee 
summer palace of King 
Farouq. 

After fee Nasserite-- revo- 
lution in September 1962, 
Adriatica was nationalised 
“Mohammad stayed for 
two years, then ... he left for 
Britain." Suad Fayed said. 

“Imad stayed with his 
uncles, aunts and cousins in 
Alexandria until 1971," she 
added. 



V,,:.!..-* '*> 


n Pri 


Crow 

role of Ru-‘ 


Dodi’s past included the 
actress Brooke Shields and 
Prince Andrew’s one-time 
date Koo Stark, and a host of 
models and show business 
personalities, but he was mar- 
ried only once, to model 
Susan Gregard in ‘1987. It 
lasted only eight months. 

Family spokesman Michael 


Cole told the BBC that Fayed 
had told him shortly before 
his deaih: T shall never, ever 
have another girlfriend.” 

Dodi Al-Fayed had a home 
in Los Angeles where he 
owned the Allied Star film 
production company which 
made “Chariots of Fire” and 
“Hook” among other films. 


Unlike his father, who has 
an apartment in Park Lane in 
London. Dodi seldom came 
to Britain until this summer. 

Fayed was bom of a brief 
marriage between 

Mohammad Fayed and 
Samira Kashoggi. fee sister of 
billionaire amis dealer Adnan 
Kashoggi. 
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Condolence 
messages for 
Princess Di 
flood royal 
Internet site 


Combined agency 
dispatches 


AN INTERNET site opened 
by Buckingham Palace to 
receive condolences over 
Princess Diana’s death has 
been flooded wife messages 
of grief Monday, fee palace 
said Monday. 

A spokesman said by early 
afternoon more than 60,500 
messages had been received 
on the site which includes a 
biography of fee 36-year-old 
princess and press releases 
about her tragic death. 

The site was visited by 
more than half a million peo- 
ple on Sunday. 

The palace site 
(http://www.royal.gov.uk) 
home-page appears on com- 
puter screens with white let- 
tering against a black back- 
ground wife the words: 

D iana. Princess of Woles. 
July 1. 1961 - August 31. 
1997." 

Written at fee bottom of the 
space reserved for condo- 
lences is a message stating: 
“Thank you for your kind 
message of condolence for 
fee sad loss of Diana, 
Princess of Wales." 

Another Internet site called 
‘Teats flow across nations" 
(httpyTwwwjnoyalnetwork.co 
m/tears.html) opens wife a 
portrait of the princess 
dressed in white against a 
background of grey and blue 
clouds. 

The site was also flooded 
with hundreds of messages 
from all over the globe, 
including Poland, the United 
Arab Emirates. Panama, 
Guam and Sri Lanka 

‘Tins is a huge loss for all 
people in fee world but you 
will never be forgotten.” read 
one message from 
Greenland. 

The website, which was 
later expanded, carries pages 
of royal history, illustrated 
wife paintings, photos and 
previously unseen prints 
from fee royal collection. 

A page listing the members 
of the current royal family 
did include Diana, divorced 
last year from heir to the 
throne Prince Charles. But 
Sarah, duchess of York, who 
divorced the queen's second 
son Andrew, was not on 
show. 


Algerian authorities place 


Madani under house arrest 


ALGIERS (AP) — Algerian 
authorities placed the former 
leader of a banned Islamist 
group under house arrest 
Monday, a day after he 
called for dialogue to end fee 
country’s 5 1/2 insurgency. 

The Algerian government 
order said Abassi Madani 
must remain in his home and 
may have contact only wife 
his family members. 
Authorities threatened to 
send him back to prison if he 
disobeyed. 

Mr. Madani who was 
freed from jail July 15 after 
spending six years in prison, 
had already received one 
warning to refrain from 
political activity since his 
release. 


But over the weekend. Mr. 
Madani in an open letter had 
urged the Unired Nations to 
“open a serious dialogue" to 
end the violence that has 
claimed more than 60.000 
lives. 

Violence continued 
unabated, and independent 
sources and media said 
Monday that militants had 
killed 33 civilians and secu- 
rity forces killed 15 mili- 
tants. 

Nineteen of the civilians 
were members of two fami- 
lies, and 13 of fee dead were 
children, including three 
infants. They were slain over 
fee weekend in a western 
coastal area known as 
Miramar, about 150 kilome- 


tres south of Algiers. 

The 14 other civilians were 


killed early Saturday by 
armed men who erected a 
fake police barricade near 
Khemis Niliana. about 100 
kilometres outside fee North 
African nation's capital. 

Wi messes said fee attack- 
ers sprayed two packed taxis 
wife gunfire, killing every- 
one inside. 

Algerian government 
security forces, meanwhile, 
killed 15 suspected militants 
in a gun battle in north-cen- 
tral Algeria on Sunday, 
sources said. It was not 
immediately known whether 
any security forces were 
wounded or killed. 

About 1.500 people have 


been killed in attacks attrib- 
uted to Islamist since early 
June, when fee government 
swept Algeria’s first multi- 
party elections wife promis- 
es to crash the insurgency, in 
August alone, about 700 
people were believed killed. 

The insurgency erupted in 
1992 after fee militaiy- 
backed government can- 
celled a parliamentary runoff 
feat fee Islamic Salvation 
Front was expected to win. 

The militants want a gov- 
ernment based on their strict 
interpretation of Koranic 
law. which would require 
women to cover their heads, 
ban alcohol and institute 
compulsory religious educa- 
tion among other things. 
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Mideast crisis hits papal hope for Holy Land 
visit to mark 2000th birthday of Jesus Christ 


RAMALLAH (AFP) — 
Hardline Israeli policies and 
fee ongoing crisis in the peace 
process are undermining 
hopes for a visit to fee Holy 
Land by Pope John Paul n to 
mark the 2000th birthday of 
Jesus, the Latin patriarch of 
Jerusalem said Monday. 

“If this conflict continues 
and there is still bloodshed, 
fee circumstances will not be 
right for a visit by the pope,” 
Patriarch Michel Sabbab said. 

Patriarch Sabbah told a 
press conference feat recent 
Israeli sanctions on the 
Palestinians which prevented 
Christian pilgrims from 
reaching holy sites, notably 
fee birthplace of Christ in 
Bethlehem, had created seri- 
ous hardships. 

“If this continues or is 
repeated in the year 2000, 
there will be a real problem 
for pilgrims." he said. 

Israel sealed off Bethlehem 
to virtually all tourists for 
nearly a month following the 
Jerusalem bombing. 

The Israeli government jus- 
tified the sanctions, which 
included a ban on most 
Palestinians entering Israel or 
Jerusalem for the past month, 
as a security measure needed 
to prevent further attacks by 
militants. 

But Patriarch Sabbah 
lamented fee crackdown as a 
"collective punishment 
imposed on the Holy Land 
and the Palestinians ” 

He also noted feat the sanc- 
tions had hindered efforts to 
prepare Bethlehem for cele- 


brations to mark the 2000th 
birthday of Jesus at the city's 
Church of fee Nativity, by tra- 
dition located on fee site of 
the manger where Christ was 
bom. 

“There is currently no abili- 
ty on fee ground to receive 
the millions of pilgrims 
expected for these celebra- 
tions.” he said. 

During a sermon on Sunday 
Pope expressed his "very 
deep concern” over fee ten- 
sions in Bethlehem and "the 
enormous difficulties faced 
by the local population and 
by all fee Palestinian territo- 
ries." 

Speaking at his summer 
residence in Castelgandolfo. 
Italy, fee Pope welcomed 
Israel’s decision last week to 
lift the siege on Bethlehem, 
but said he hoped this was 
only a first step “towards a 
normalisation which 

becomes more important 
every day.” 

Parriarch Sabbah said it was 
imperative for Israel to 
resume peace negotiations 
wife fee Palestinian National 
Authority to tackle the key 
remaining issues of fee peace 
process, and notably fee 
future status of Jerusalem. 

“Without a political solu- 
tion on the status of fee Holy 
City, the year 2000 celebra- 
tions could be disturbed.” he 
said. 

"We believe peace is fee 
only solution, and we under- 
stand peace to mean full free- 
dom and sovereignty for 
Palestinians and full peace 
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Lahn Patriarch of Jerusalem Michel Sabbah g«** 
hires during a press conference Monday where he 
said that die Vatican had appealed to Israeli Pri® 6 
Minister Benyamin Netanyahu and to Palest^ 
President- Yasser Arafat to revive peace neeotwti®^ 
but received no response (Reuters photo) 

and security for Israelis he Jabal Abu Ghneim ® ^ 


said He criticised fee policies 
of Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu as a 
"political vision which lacks 
logic and does not help 
achieve fee peace we are 
looking for." 

He notably lashed out at 
Mr. Netanyahu's decision last 
March to begin construction 
of a new Jewish settlement on 


east Jerusalem — 
which led to fee 


in peace negotiation* 

"Har Homa has be# 
detuned by evetyone;fc ca0 ’r 
it touched on the sttP 1 * 
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Jerusalem and we befj 
nothing should lijgj 
unless both sides 
agreement on the f,,hfeof 
city.” he said. 
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